
Feb. 3: “If the Truth Be Known”
with Rev. Larry Hutchison
   A continuous message has woven itself

into the very fabric of our
lives; yet, is it even true?
Nietzsche wrote in "Beyond
Good and Evil", "It is a
terrible thing to die of thirst in
the ocean. Must you salt your
truth so

heavily that it no
longer even quenches
thirst?”

Feb. 10: “Impact of
Data -Based
Decision Making in
High School” with
Dan Bechtel
   Recent changes
made in Urbana High
School as a result of
disciplinary data from
middle/high school
brought with them

significant friction with teachers and
administrators. The data doesn’t lie, and
changes clearly needed to be made, so
what went wrong?
Joyce Throneburg is service leader.

Feb. 17: “New Ways To Live, Love
and Think” with Rev. Larry Hutchison
   Happy Valentine's Day! There has been a
moral tone shift in sympathy for the
Enlightenment in this age of knowing more
and thinking less. We can't see tones, but

we sure can feel them, and it's
not good. There is a better
direction!

Feb. 24:
“Foreign
Affairs in
Decatur”
   Several
students
from Millikin University’s
Center for International
Education will talk about the
current situation in their home
countries and their experiences
during their time in the USA.

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. Decatur, IL 62526 Phone: (217) 875-5442 www.uufd.org

Our services: 10:15 a.m.,
with religious education and child care

Remember ...
you'll receive an
eblast Sunday
morning by
7:30 a.m. – if
the service is
canceled.
   It’ll be from the
minister if it is

Larry's Sunday or
the service leader for

that Sunday.
You will be
notified, only if
church is
canceled ...

otherwise, assume it
is on.

To cancel or not to cancel?

Inside: Why are these people
so happy? See page 8

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

UU Humanists – 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 6. Tim Rooney
leads discussion about gambling and
its effects on individuals and
community.

Positively Plant Based for Life – 7
p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 12

UU Men’s Lunch – 1 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 13,  Anna Thai, 253
N. Main St., Decatur

Women’s Book Group – 5:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 13, Anna Thai
Restaurant. The book is “Educated: A
Memoir” by Tara Westover. RSVP to

kathysorensen1@comcast.net

UUFD Board Meeting – noon,
Sunday, Feb. 10

Soul Support – 7 p.m., Thursday,
Feb. 21.

UU Women’s Lunch – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 27, Raspberry
Room in Elwin. Contact Judy
Thistlethwaite, jthistle@comcast.net
or 429-5923 for a reservation.

Publish your event or meeting in
the weekly e-Blast – submit items

to eblast_mgrs@uufd.org
by Monday of each week.

Tids & Bits

  Thanks to Joyce Throneburg, Bobbie and Willa Hartman, Larry Hutchison, Vern
Thistlethwaite, Chelso Frescura and Gary Brennan for helping Mark Sorensen unpack
our 34 new chairs. New seating is thanks from a legacy of late member June Allison
and recent member donations.

Our UUFD president stresses need

   We are facing a crisis in this country. It
has to do with the (temporarily suspended)
shutdown of the government. Hopefully, by
the time you read this, people
are  back to work. If they
aren't, it means that food
stamp recipients will not be
receiving their allotment. That
means even more people will
be needing help at food banks.

   Please donate all that you are
able. Money may run out for free and re-
duced lunches. Donate to pay for lunches if
this happens.  Keep informed, and help your
friends and neighbors. If we all help a little it
will mean a lot to those who need help.

Kathy Vaught

Sorensen to talk on Lincoln
   UUFD member Mark Sorensen will review
“Becoming Lincoln” by William W. Freehling
on Wednesday, Feb. 6, at the Decatur
Public Library’s Books Between Bites

session. The program starts
at 12:15 p.m., and there are
cookies.
   The book explains how
Lincoln learned from his
many personal and political
mistakes and misfortunes to
recover from a difficult early
life and repeated defeats in
order to obtain the highest
office in the land and save

the Union.

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
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   Planting a dream on this
icy Martin Luther King, Jr.
weekend starts with the
proposed Recycling and
Composting Center here in
Decatur.

   I know, it is just one
issue among many, but the
time is now. We have two
to three weeks before the
vote. We must understand
the urgency of now! We
may not get another
opportunity like this; the
land has been given to the
county, a 30-year bond
comes off our taxes this
year.

   We need this recycling
resource  badly. It is
planning for the future and
the responsible thing to do;
it is turning our waste into
usable products.

   So, let's educate
ourselves on the center,
write editorials to the
paper, and call or write our
district representatives on
the county board, etc.
Thanks!

   Now, here is another way
of thinking and getting
involved with the center.
The Media/Outreach
Committee is putting

together a list of
organizations in the county
that UUFD members and
friends have a relationship
with, and so far, we have
over 40 organizations and
over 30 different members
and friends involved in at
least one of these groups.
So, here is the plan on how
we can engage our
community concerning the
recycling center.

   First, we must meet the
community half way, that
is show up. Second, share
who we are – a people of
hope, living the
possibilities.

   Let's take this to the
community, to the
organizations with which
we have a relationship.
Let's talk about it face to
face. Let's engage them
with the urgency, the
importance, and the
responsibility to take care
of our waste and our
planet. Let's call it planting
a dream or even
composting a dream!!

You, me and planting a joyful dream

Rev. Larry Hutchison

lghutch@yahoo.com
or

minister@uufd.org
352-949-1601

Office hours
Tues. 10 a.m. - 1

p.m.
Wed. 6 - 9 p.m.

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 1
p.m.

Call first or drop
 in if you see my car.

 Or call to set up a
 time to meet or

email,
 text or Facebook

 message.

Please share your birthday by
Emailing newsletter@uufd.org

Athena Pajer –
Feb. 5
Barbara Hannon –
Feb. 14
John Regan –
Feb. 15
Nancy Hutchison –
Feb. 24

Please remember those in facilities,
including:
John Regan, Hickory Point Christian
Village, Room 204.
Mary Cleave, Primrose Retirement
Community, Room 103.
John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549.

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org


   We are off and running in
2019! The RE planning
committee meeting was

very well-
attended, filled
with great
ideas, positive
feedback and
ideas for fun
family
activities. Our
first event will

be a family game night on
Feb. 9 at 5 p.m.

   This month in RE, we will
celebrate Black History
month by learning a short
play and performing it by
the end of the month. The
pressure is on!

   Thank you for bringing in
recycled materials for us to
create instruments with.
These instruments will be
used throughout our
programming for the rest of
the year.

   This month, we will also
discuss love and emotions.
I also plan to begin
practicing group-mindful-
ness activities as part of
our routine.

   As our program grows, so
does the need for
materials. Please donate
toys and art supplies. We
could really use Legos of all

sizes, dress-up clothes and
costume pieces, old
magazines, games, and
puzzles.

   The students are
enjoying their new role of
gathering donated food
items during the service.
Please continue to bring in
nonperishable foods. This is
now a regular part of our
service – just one of the
many good ideas that came
out of the committee
meeting.

   If you would like to
volunteer as part of the RE
committee we would love to
have you!
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Good feedback fosters more fun for Religious Education

Lisa Coates

Family Game Night means food, fun – and you?
   What’s the big deal? Why,
it’s Family Game Night,
Saturday, Feb. 9, starting
at 5 p.m.

   The RE Team and the
Hospitality Committee are
the hosts of this informal
gathering.

   The activities will last a
couple of hours, depending
on how things go with all
ages of kids and adults.

   “Oh, how can I help,” we
hear you asking yourself.
Bring  simple finger food

snacks that can be eaten
while we play games.
(Pizzas will be ordered for
snacking as well.)

   Then, too, you can bring
games to share.

   Other details will be
announced closer to the
date.

Meanwhile, you may
contact Judy Thistlethwaite,
Mary Lovell, or Kathy
Sorensen if you can
volunteer to help set up or
clean up.

   And if you are as
enthused about this project
as much as many others
are, bring friends. It’s a
great way to introduce
family people to our
Fellowship.

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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Getting on Board, looking ahead, enjoying progress
On Jan. 13, your board:

g Received the flyer about
the impressive lineup for
the Environmental Film
Series. The Green
Sanctuary Committee plans
four movies, lasting
through March 23.
Speakers, free lunches and
discussions make these
events not to be missed

g Adjusted the
cancellation policy for
church services (see
separate article)

g Heard that the RE
Committee is planning a
Game Night for Feb. 9. It’s
also exploring the hiring of
another RE teacher, to
allow one class for younger
kids and another for older.
Food collections for a
pantry will continue by our
RE youth

g Received an attendance
report for the past seven

years. The numbers are
moving in the right
direction, especially with
youth numbers of 8.5,
compared with just over 4
in 2015. For overall
attendance, this year’s
average of about 42 is the
highest since a similar
number in 2013.

g Crystal Brockway is
helping to arrange for
UUFD to have a booth in
this fall’s Youth Pride
Festival. The Fellowship
may become a sponsor of
the event

g Rev. Larry and Nancy
Hutchison are planning a
Feb. 15 birthday party for
founding member John
Regan. John’s turning 108
at Hickory Point Christian
Village. Nancy has sent
information about John to
the UUA, curious about
whether he is the oldest
living UU.

g Learned that Travis
Stimeling, who attended
regularly before he moved
East, will be part of the
April 7 service and may
perform music elsewhere in
the community on his visit

g The Media Outreach
Committee has divided a
list of key community
groups among its
members, to pursue closer
contacts with their
activities

g President Kathy Vaught
will set up a group to
negotiate with Rev. Larry
on a contract for his
second year. She also will
form a Nominating
Committee to find officers
for next church year

g Expressed an interest in
procuring a mulching
lawnmower and leaf blower

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is Newsletter editor.
 March edition deadline: Feb. 23.

Newsletter@uufd.org

CSA to return: The Community Supported
Agriculture program shares now are on sale.
This third season will run 16 weeks, June
through September. Full shares are $400; half
shares $200. Returning members get a 10%
discount by typing the code COMINGBACK on
the website. You may purchase a share at
http://jubileefarmsclinton.com/community-
supported-agriculture-csa-shares/

Or by sending a check to: Jubilee Farms UCC ,
9116 Texas Church Road Clinton IL 61727

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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Treasuring the moments: Pledge drive time nears
   While our thoughts are
optimistically turning
toward spring, we also
need to turn our attention
to the
upcoming
budget
process.

   Budgeting is
an essential
part of the life
of our
community:  it
is how we collectively
determine our priorities
and keep ourselves
accountable for achieving
those priorities.

   Here’s the schedule for
this year’s process: In
March and April, the
Finance Committee will be
asking each active

committee for input: their
lists of “must haves” and
“it sure would be nice — we
have an idea we are ready
to act on!”

   Finance will meet during
this period, and prepare a
draft to be reviewed by the
Board at the April meeting.
Easter Sunday will also be
pledge Sunday — our first
draft budget will be given
to everyone with our
request that you help make
it happen.

   Finance will prepare any
revisions to the budget and
discuss again with the
Board at the May meeting,
in preparation for the
Congregational Meeting
May 19.  All members will
be asked to vote on the

budget, which will then be
our road map for the 2019-
2020 church year.

   We look forward to your
help!

March/April:  budget
input and first draft from
Finance

April: Board discussion/
approval of draft budget

April 21: Easter and
Pledge Sunday

May: Board discussion/
approval of revisions to
draft

May 19: Congregational
meeting and vote on
budget

Amy Stockwell

Welcome to UUFD Nameplate Greats
(This is intended as a

recurring feature to kindle
fond thoughts among
longtime members and
inform newer people about
the high character of people
who have come before
them. Anyone is welcome to
take a hymnal and write
their recollections about the
person listed on the
nameplate.)

Wayne Gregory
   Wayne was one of many
at UUFD who had a lot more

beneath the surface than
might first appear. For
instance, he was deeply
curious about Buddhism.

   I believe Wayne had been
a barber.

   He would sat in a lawn
chair, placed in the front
row. I always assumed that
chair gave him more
comfort from some health
problem. Wayne always was
neatly dressed – a plaid
shirt and straw hat often –

with great posture and was
very attentive throughout
the service.

   He would engage with
young, old and otherwise
during the coffee break.
About that Buddhism: It
was jarring when a
Christian minister declared
at his funeral in the late
1990s that Wayne had
accepted Jesus. That didn’t
square with what we knew
of him. Wayne was upbeat;
I liked him.
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   Birthday wishes this
month to UUFD founding
member John F. Regan,
who turns 108 years old on
Feb. 15. John and his late
wife, Evelyn, came to the
first organizational meeting
of Decatur Unitarians at the
Hotel Orlando on March 30,
1953, and a month later,
became charter members of
the new Fellowship. John
gave lay program talks,
twice served as president,
helped obtain our first
property at 716 W. William
St. in 1961, and still
contributes as he can.

   John and his
family moved
to Decatur in
1919. He was
an award-
winning
essayist at
Decatur High
School, edited
the school
newspaper,

ran track and played the
tuba in the school band. He
attended Millikin University,
where he served as band
librarian. He earned his law
degree from the University
of Illinois, where he also
was in the concert band and
orchestra and visited the
Green Street Unitarian
Church.

   His Decatur law practice
opened in 1940. At this
time, he was president of a
regional conscientious

objectors group, but in
1942 enlisted in the army
on the condition he could
have a noncombat role. He
served in the military
overseas for three years
before returning to Decatur
in 1945.

   As a teen,
John’s best
friend was
classmate
James
Parsons, an
African-
American
athlete and
musician.
John was
upset when he witnessed
James being discriminated
against in a Springfield
restaurant and movie
theater during their high
school band trip. Parsons
went on to become a music
teacher, lawyer, and, finally
in 1961, the first life-
tenured Negro federal judge
in the U.S. He also is  the
namesake of Parsons
Elementary School.

   John Regan internalized
these memories, becoming
the attorney for the Decatur
chapter of the NAACP, filing

racial discrimination cases
and helping open Decatur
restaurants to all people.
While still in college John
wrote: “I am confirmed in
the belief … that each man,
inherently, is as deserving
of human consideration as
any other man; that the
goal of government should
be the greatest good of
everybody, and not the
greatest good of the
greatest number.”

Saluting founding member John Regan on 108 great years

John, in high
school

Luella Coates, 3 months, meet
John Regan, nearing his
108th birthday.
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John has been devoted to
research on his home city,
sifting through microfilm for
news items to compile into
binders.
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