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Our services: 10:15 a.m., featuring religious education and child care

Nov. 4: “Immigration in the Americas: Genealogies of Belonging”
with Professor Maura Toro-Morn
   The director of the Latin American and Latino Studies at Illinois State
University will explore contemporary migrations in the Americas,
particularly recent movements to the United States. She also will discuss
the diverse ways that immigrants have sought to belong. Mark Sorensen
is service leader.

Nov. 11: “Northeast Community Fund: Past, Present and Future”
with Ed Bacon and Jerry Pelz
   Building on 50 years serving Decatur, this social service beacon is
building a new center in a community campus just north of downtown.
Pelz, the longtime leader, will be accompanied by the incoming director.
Dick Zaker is service leader.

Nov. 18: “Thanksgiving for the Journey” with Rev.
Larry Hutchison
   Thankful for the friends, for the stories, for the
inspiration, for the history, for the journey that is UUFD.
Come and celebrate our story and Happy Thanksgiving!!

 – the time
change is coming
Sunday, Nov. 4

Nov. 25: No service
Time to digest highlights of Thanksgiving gatherings.

– vote
on Nov. 6
(or before!)

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

“Deli Dinner” – Sunday, Nov. 4, 5:30 p.m.,
Temple B'nai Abraham (1326 W. Eldorado St.)
Make reservations by Thursday, Nov. 1. Email
dptemple@gmal.com or call (217) 429-5740 to
order.

UU Humanists – Wednesday, Nov. 7, 6:30 p.m.,
UUFD.  Topic: Global Immigration - How Many,
From Where and With What Skills? Dave
Snoeyenbos will lead a discussion about the
economic, social and humanitarian issues involved.

UUFD Board Meeting – Sunday, Nov. 11, 12:15
p.m.

UU Men’s Lunch – Wednesday, Nov. 14, 1 p.m.,
Anna Thai, 253 N. Main St.

Women’s Book Club – Wednesday, Nov. 14, 6
p.m., home of Heather Stoa. No book is assigned;
everyone invited to bring a list of books they'd like
to read in the next few months. Also, bring a dish
to share. RSVP to kathysorensen@comcast.net.

Soul Support Group – Thursday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m.,
Fellowship

No UU Women’s Lunch for November or
December

   We are a third of our way into this
church year. Already, it’s time to begin
the process of thinking about our work
together to establish a budget for NEXT
year.

   “It’s way too early for
that”, you are all
saying! However, the
process of developing a
budget is one of the
important ways that we
set our priorities
together as a group. So

while it’s too early to begin any number
crunching, it’s a good time to begin
thinking about how the budget process
will work.

   It is very much my hope that all our
active committees will be actively
involved. The Finance Committee will
be meeting around the end of the
calendar year to work on process. I
welcome your comments on how we
can continue to improve this vital work
of the Fellowship.

   Interested in restarting the old
Spirituality Group? Some people have
said they would like to revive it. So we
came up with a new name, “Soul
Support”, and we will be trying it on for
size on Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. at the
Fellowship!

   It will have the same format: Check-
in, Meditation, Topic for Discussion (not
politics). Tell Nancy or Larry Hutchison if
you have any interest! All are welcome,
whether you are a member or are new
to the congregation.

That’s the spirit

Treasuring the moments

Amy Stockwell

We had to
bundle up, but
we had a great
time at the
Throneburg
Farm on Oct. 13.
Wagon rides,
bonfire and oh,
those s’mores!

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com


   It is too often said that all
you have to do to become a
member of a UU society is,
"sign the book".

   Yes, you do have to "sign
the book", but the meaning of
your joining a UU
congregation extends in and
out way beyond a signature.

   First, you are joining a
Fellowship of persons that
cares about you. You are
bringing your energy, love
and compassion to join a body
that believes to love the good,
the common good, is a
supreme mission of religion. A
Fellowship that regards the
spiritual energy of harmony,
love and compassion as a
force directing our community
toward personal enrichment
with justice, freedom and
dignity in the social order.

   We assume your right to
think your own thoughts and
value your willingness to
share your thinking and ideas
with this community.

   We invite all to join as we
explore our possibilities here
in Macon County and beyond.
Let us build on the
possibilities as we live these
very possibilities. Of course,
joining is a free choice with no
creed requirements, but we
do encourage your active
participation in the life of the
Fellowship.

   We will be offering a class in
November to discuss
membership at UUFD, how we
are organized, our history and
to answer your questions. We
would love for you to attend
one of these classes. The
dates are Nov. 8, 12 and 14
from 7-8 p.m. and Sunday,
Nov. 18, from noon-1 p.m.
Let me know what dates work
for you and we'll set them up
to include everyone who
wishes to attend.

Peace, my friends,
Larry

Jon Baxter Dies
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Rev. Larry Hutchison
lghutch@yahoo.com or

minister@uufd.org
352-949-1601

Office hours
Tues. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wed. 6 - 9 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 Call first or drop
 in if you see my car.

 Or call to set up a
 time to meet or email,

 text or Facebook
 message.

Always happy to hear
from you.

Please remember those in facilities, including

John Regan, Hickory Point Christian Village,
Room 204;
Rita Schwake and Mary Cleave at Primrose
Retirement Community; Rita’s in Room 124;
Mary in 103.
John Hays, at Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is Newsletter editor.
 December edition deadline: Nov. 25.

Newsletter@uufd.org

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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   I’m looking forward to
returning to UUFD this
month after taking a
break to welcome our
daughter Luella into the
world.
Thank you to all the
volunteers on our RE
team for continuing the
programing in my

absence.

   Luella
was born
at 10:29
p.m. on
Friday,
Oct. 19,
at

Decatur Memorial
Hospital (Luella Susann
was 8.4 lbs and 21
inches). It was a
smooth delivery, and
we are both doing very
well.

   This month will focus
on a few different
themes. We begin with
a unit from our Touch-
stones curriculum on life
cycles and decomposi-
tion. For Veterans Day,
we will discuss the
importance of those
who served our country.
The following Sunday
will be our kick-off to
preparations for the
holiday season.
December will be
packed with service
projects and planning
for an intergenerational
Christmas program.

   There will be no RE on
Nov. 25. Donated items
needed this month
include holiday-themed
wrapping paper, bows
and boxes for our
service project.

After a blessed break, Lisa to rejoin Religious Education

Lisa Coates

   November will have quite a bit of
variety. With Lisa taking a few weeks
off, our Team members are filling in as
teachers  – with considerable help from
assistants Jay Zaker and Lacey
Edwards.

   Nov. 4 will see the talented team of
Linda Shroyer and Jen Sekosky
teaching a lesson that will be a
surprise. They always bring a great
sense of adventure and fun to our
youth.

   Nov. 11 MIGHT see the return of Lisa
to her role as teacher. If not, Kathy
Sorensen will have special activities to
enrich and enlighten.

   We expect Lisa will teach on Nov. 18,
returning to our Touchstones
curriculum.

   We will all take a break to be with
family on the Sunday after
Thanksgiving, Nov. 25. Enjoy!

Giving change to create change: the youngest and cutest among us collected money to benefit
UNICEF on Oct. 28. From left to right, Charlie McMillin, Ash Richard and Sabrina Cothern help out.
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Photo Credits (top to bottom)
Forest, photo by Casey Horner on Unsplash
Thanksgiving Dinner, by Justin Maier, November, 26, 2009, (CC BY 2.0), h  ps://www.flickr.com/photos/justinmaier/4145777775

Touchstones Theme: Gratitude

Join us in exploring the theme of  Gratitude

…An awe so quiet / I don’t know
when it began. / A gratitude / had
begun / to sing in me. / Was there /
some moment / dividing / song
from no song? / When does dewfall
begin? / When does night / fold its
arms over our hearts / to cherish
them? / When is daybreak?
Denise Levertov

...One of  my ...granddaughters wrote a ...response to a school as-
signment. On Thanksgiving Day that year ...we read her words
aloud as our blessing. ... Like her, I’m grateful for simple gifts:

For the ground on which I stand—whether it’s the kind that
grows greenery or the kind in which
my soul can take root.

For the people who’ve supported
me—from those who know me well
and love me nonetheless to
strangers who offered help in a
moment of  need.

For the natural world, which really does make things pretty—a
beauty to which I often turn for solace, healing, inspiration, and
peace. Parker Palmer
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   The UUFD Board heard about big doings
from the Religious Education group in October,
including plans for outdoor seating and a
bonfire area. Lisa Coates’ salary is to be
increased, and her title will change from RE
teacher to Director of Religious Education. This
follows from the more wide-ranging role she is
taking in planning the program.
   Rev. Larry is planning a New Member Class
to prepare some of our steady attendees into
full-fledged members.

   We are looking to upgrade our chair supply
for the Sanctuary. Mark Sorensen has
arranged for us to try out three styles. They
will be padded and offer help for those with
accessibility issues. Ten chairs will be
purchased with funds from June Allison’s
estate.

   Pat Rossiter is looking into obtaining a
rainbow flag, to represent our support for
LGTBQ people.

Getting on Board

Have you noticed the lovely quilts
around the Fellowship, especially
in the sanctuary, done by Kathy
Kline? Wonderful and colorful!

Please share your birthday by
Emailing newsletter@uufd.org

Jennifer Raleigh – Nov. 7
Terry Ankrom – Nov. 19

Charlie McMillin –
Nov. 23

It’s simple math:
food +
fellowship =
friends. We
followed that
formula at a
potluck on Oct.
28, after a
splendid
intergeneration-
al service about
UNICEF.

   For years, dozens of
volunteers have made this a
better Thanksgiving for
Decatur-area residents.
   Come join the project at 3
p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 18, in the
former Sears store in Hickory
Point Mall.
   All ages, from toddlers to the
old folk, have fun pitching in.
Some UUFD members have
helped in past years.
   More details will come
through eBlast or Facebook, but
we’d like to enter the building
together so we might be able to
work together.

Judy Mason project
   Every year we “adopt” a
family or two to make
Christmas better for them.

   From our Angel Tree, you
pick a tag that tells you an
item either needed or
wanted by  that child (with
a gender and age revealed
on the tag, also). We collect
money that can be used to
buy food for the family.

   The angel tree will go up
in the foyer probably in
mid-November.

Oh, be an angel!

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
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