
Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. Decatur, IL 62526 Phone: (217) 875-5442 www.uufd.org

Our services: 10:15 a.m., with religious education and child care

Dec. 2: “The Value of Theater Arts” with Marie
Jagger-Taylor
   “Ms. Marie”, as she is known by her students, is a
multiple award-winning theater and dance educator.
She will discuss the benefits of theater arts programs
offered here. She is the cultural arts manager for the
Decatur Park District and formerly worked as a
professional actress/dancer/choreographer and director. Ms. Marie received an
Excellence in Theater Education Tony Award Honorable Mention in 2018. Mark
Sorensen is the service leader.

Dec. 9: “Daring Democracy” with Stuart Black, Jim Palmer and Rev.
Larry Hutchison
   "The courage to create a politics worthy of the human spirit" – Parker Palmer.
That’s the goal of this attempt to take stock of today’s political landscape.

Dec. 16: “The Promise” with Rev. Larry Hutchison
   A celebration of new members and a look at the future together. What is the
promise of UUism, of UUFD? To Decatur? To ourselves?

Dec. 23: Sunday Evening Christmas Family Celebration! – 5 p.m. – with
Lisa Coates, Michael Duling and Rev. Larry Hutchison
   Fun! Christmas Music! Christmas Stories! Youth singing and candlelight
singing, all followed with light refreshments!! Come! Whoever you are, bring the
whole family and celebrate the birth of a child, every child!!

Please note: There will be no Sunday morning service Dec. 23 and
no service Dec. 30.

When a service is canceled due to inclement weather, an email will be sent to
those who receive the weekly eBlasts by 7:30 a.m. that morning. If you

don’t receive the weekly emails, call President Kathy Vaught, 620-7644, or
Dick Zaker, 791-3854, any time after 7:30 to inquire.

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

UU Humanists – Wednesday, Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m.
Jim Palmer leads discussion on k-12 public
education. The meeting will focus on how the U.S.
Department of Education, wealthy private groups
and economic self-segregation impact local schools.

UUFD Board Meeting – Sunday, Dec. 9, 12:15
p.m.

UU Men’s Lunch – Wednesday, Dec. 12, 1 p.m.,
Coney McKane’s, 104 E. Prairie Ave.

Women’s Book Club – Wednesday, Dec. 12, 6
p.m., home of Barbara Hannon. The book is Wanda
Hickey’s Night of Golden Memories and Other
Disasters by Jean Shepherd. Bring a dish to share.
RSVP to Barbara at hannon2@aol.com or
kathysorensen1@comcast.net.

No UU Women’s Lunch for December.

   Although Thanksgiving is past,  I
want to say how thankful
I am to all of you for your
efforts to sustain this
Fellowship. Whether your
gifts are time, attention,
commitment or money,
all these gifts are
essential!

   As your treasurer, who sees the
money parts of your gifts, I want each
of you to know how much I appreciate
all your gifts. Thank you!

Treasuring the moments

Amy Stockwell

MLK Dinner tickets available
   The Martin Luther King Jr Banquet has
a new format for 2019, with a dinner
event.

   Roland Martin, journalist, author and
commentator, will be the keynote
speaker. The dinner will be 7 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 18. Tickets are available
now from the Human Resources
Department in the Decatur Civic Center.
Tickets will be sold until Jan. 11.

   Tickets are $40 per person and $400
per table for the event, sponsored by
the Decatur Human Relations
Commission.

   For more information, call Sherry
Beasley with the City of Decatur at 424-
2805.

President’s thoughts for December
   Lately, I have been thinking of how busy our

lives have become, filled with
meetings, “I shoulds”, “I cans” but
not a whole lot of “I wants”.
We put off things that would give us
pleasure for obligations that in five
years no one will remember.

   It is time to slow down our lives,
and spend time with friends, family

and other things that bring us peace and
happiness. This is the lesson I have learned this
past year. Have a slow, enjoyable holiday season.

Kathy Vaught
Publish your event or meeting in
the weekly e-Blast – submit items

to eblast_mgrs@uufd.org
by Monday of each week.

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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Rev. Larry Hutchison
(Larry took ill while visiting
family in Florida and thus

won’t have his column this
month).

GET WELL, LARRY!

lghutch@yahoo.com or
minister@uufd.org

352-949-1601

Office hours
Tues. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wed. 6 - 9 p.m.

Thurs. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 Call first or drop
 in if you see my car.

 Or call to set up a
 time to meet or email,

 text or Facebook
 message.

Always happy to hear
from you.

Please remember those in facilities, including

John Regan, Hickory Point Christian Village,
Room 204.
Rita Schwake and Mary Cleave at Primrose
Retirement Community; Rita’s in Room 124;
Mary in 103.
John Hays, at Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is Newsletter editor.
 January edition deadline: Dec. 27.

Newsletter@uufd.org

   Your Board sorted through
several issues on Nov. 11:

g No women’s lunch until
January.

g All Sundays are
programmed through the
church year, except for two.

g The Environmental Film
Series will consist of three or
four movies. The events, on
Saturdays, will include
workshop, speaker, lunch, film
and children’s activities.

g A new dishwasher is
installed in the kitchen, thanks
to the nice donation from an
anonymous member.

g A Caring Committee has
been formed, consisting of
Rev. Larry, Lorelei Zaker,
Kathy Vaught and Rene Verry.
Anybody who is ill, in hospital
or in need of cheering, should
contact one of them.

g We want to make a list of
people who live alone. The goal
is to have someone check in
every day by phone.

g Six people say they want to
join, and four more are
thinking about it. A New
Member Celebration is planned
for Dec. 16.

g A Committee on Social
Justice/electronic will consist of
Athena Pajer, Bill Faber, Jen
McMillin, Dick Zaker and Amy
Stockwell. The goal is to press
through the Internet for beter
human rights. A blog is to be
created. Sunday service
speakers will be recorded for
Facebook and an archive.

g Several padded chairs have
been purchased for the
Sanctuary, from funds
provided by the  June Allison
estate. See Mark Sorensen to
find out how you can donate.
Mark encourages others to buy
chairs with arms.

Getting on Board, with results from last meeting

to eblast_mgrs@uufd.org

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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   Happy Holidays! RE is going
to be very busy this month
with service projects and
holiday celebrations.

   We begin the
month with a
lesson on
Hanukkah and
will celebrate
with activities
and stories
about the
holiday. The rest

of the month will focus on
Christmas. Students will
practice songs and readings
for the Christmas service at
the end of the month.

   Our Angel Tree is up and
has many ornaments listing
the needs for families in our

community. Please take a
tag, purchase the item and
bring the gift and tag to RE
on Dec. 9 for inventory. On
Dec. 16 we will wrap the
gifts. We will need wrapping
paper and volunteers to help
with this project. Please
consider helping our class
with the wrapping.

   If you choose to wrap your
item at home, please make
sure to bring the gift with
your tag securely placed on
the package so we can
properly deliver the item.

   Dec. 23 is our intergener-
ational service at 5 p.m. RE
students will host this event
and handle many of the
service components. The

children will lead traditional
Christmas songs, perform
readings and help serve
during the reception
afterwards. Please join us for
this service and wear your
festive attire. We will
celebrate the season with
appetizers and treats after
the service.

   Donated items needed this
month are: Wrapping paper,
Tape, Bows or ribbon, gift
boxes, a couple of big boxes,
Christmas decorations and
craft supplies, food for the
intergenerational service on
Dec. 23. We no longer need
glass jars. Thank you for all
the donations to our
program!

Religious Education kids get set for hectic, happy holiday

Lisa Coates

This year, the RA will be held at the
Marriott St. Louis from April 5 to 7. The
theme is “Intersectionalities” — how we live,
work and relate, as well as share, withhold,
and leverage power in our world.

   Presentations will explore identities we
encounter, the challenges of social inequality
and skills we need to work more effectively
with one another. Factors of congregational
life, such as leadership, stewardship,
membership, and religious education also
will be discussed.

   The keynote presenter will be UUA
President Susan Frederick-Gray. Rev.
Frederick-Gray has served as lead minister
of the Unitarian Universalist congregation of
Phoenix since 2008. She previously was
minister of First Unitarian Universalist

Church of Youngstown, Ohio, and served as
intern at First Unitarian Universalist Church
of Nashville.

   After leading the UU response to Arizona’s
anti-immigrant laws in 2010, she became a
key organizer of the 2012 Justice General
Assembly. She graduated from the
University of Wisconsin, Madison, and
Harvard Divinity School.
Registration will be open in January.



PAGE 5 December 2018

Photo Credits (top to bottom)
Welcome, Prayitno / Thank you for (12 millions +) view, August 12, 2012, (CC BY 2.0), h  ps://www.flickr.com/photos/

prayitnophotography/8014375021
Spread the love and peace, by karen H. nickname.{ pooh}, February 11, 2010, (CC BY 2.0), h  ps://www.flickr.com/photos/

rugybugynicknamepooh/4348804694

Touchstones Theme: Peace

Join us in exploring the theme of  Peace

“To be a peacemaker means not to
judge or condemn or speak badly of
people, not to rejoice in any form of
ill that may strike them. Peacemaking
is holding people gently in prayer,
wishing them to be well and free.
Peacemaking is welcoming people
who are weak and in need, ...and
opening our hearts to them. It is welcoming those with whom we
may have difficulty or whom we may not especially like, those who
are culturally, psychologically, or intellectually different from us. It
is to approach people not from a pedestal, a position of  power and
certitude, in order to solve problems, but from a place of listening,
understanding, humility, and love.” Jean Vanier

“It is easy to want peace and love peace. It is
easy to say, ‘Leave me in peace,’ but are we
prepared to struggle for peace, which would mean
to enter into places of  conflict in the family; in the
community; wherever? And if  we are prepared to
enter into places of  conflict, are we aware that we

are vulnerable and can be hurt?
…If  our families are places of  love; if  parents and children are

helping each other to become fully human, to become fully alive,
then peace will come in our land. Peace will come between
cultures; peace will come in our world.” Jean Vanier
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(from Nancy Hutchison)
   Larry and I have been visiting John Regan
about once a week, and he gets more
delightful with each visit! John helped start the
Fellowship back in the 1950s! His age is 107,
and he has a very keen mind!

   He practiced law here for many years and is
still making booklets of newspaper articles!
There is a book of John’s just inside the library
to the left as you come in the door!

   But I am enjoying the little stories he shares
about himself; for instance he was in the band,
not sure if it was high school or college. He
started on the cornet, which is what I played,
then he changed to sousaphone and was in the
marching band!

   He grew up on a farm and still owns the
family farm, 700 acres! John and Larry
exchange farm stories, and I intend to trade
band stories with him! John told us he likes
pumpkin and apple pie, so we usually take one
or the other or both!

   By the way, he is at Hickory Point and thinks
it is interesting that I was a patient there as
well! It is a rehab place, but they have told
him he can stay!

   He does walk around the halls twice a day
and walks to the dining room for his meals, of
course he sits at the head of the table. I will
write more later because I think it quite
phenomenal to have a member at his age!

   He loves to have company and always asks
about church, how many attend and what
ages! Stop out and see him, tell him you are
from the church and Larry and Nancy sent you!
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Please share your birthday by
Emailing newsletter@uufd.org

Judy Thistlethwaite – Dec. 4
Dick Zaker – Dec. 4
Sara Cothern – Dec. 13
Emily Richard – Dec. 20
Lorelei Zaker – Dec. 30

John Regan keeps going
and going and going ....

Angel Tree needs you
   Taking a tag (or two, or three) off
our Angel Tree will lift the spirits of a
family in Decatur area. You can select
tags through Dec. 2.

   Then, by Dec 9, put unwrapped gifts
to RE Room along with the original
Angel Tree tag so we know the
intended recipient. On Dec 16. our RE
students will wrap the gifts. Thanks!

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org


A big welcome to those who are joining UUFD
   Our Fellowship is richer for
having four people become
members on Nov. 18. Rev.
Larry will lead the special
ceremony on Dec. 16, but let’s
get better acquainted with
these fine people.

Crystal Brockway
   She and her
three children
are from
Rockford and
moved to
Decatur eight
years ago. They
live with
Crystal’s elderly

aunt and uncle, as well as her
cousin and her daughter.
   Crystal is a CNA by
profession, having been in this
field for 14 years. She is
passionate about her career.
   She has many interests,
including playing PokemonGo
with her kids, hiking the trails

around Decatur and
volunteering with CASA.
   Crystal describes herself as
a pretty open-minded, easy-
going person who is trying to
raise her wonderful children
the same way!!

Cindy Marschner
She hails

from Peoria.
Cora, her 8-
year-old
daughter, is a
Decatur native.
   Cindy is a
family
physician,

affiliated with Springfield
Clinic.
   They like all kinds of outdoor
activities, including hiking with
their dog, Eileen. They like to
swim in outdoors in summer
and indoors at the athletic club
in winter. They both love to
read.

Jennifer Ellis/Victoria Sloan
   Mom Jennifer and daughter
Victoria started coming to
UUFD several years ago.
Jennifer signed our
membership book in 2005 and
updated her name in
November. Her grown
daughter now has followed
suit, making Mom pretty
proud.

   Jennifer comes from
Champaign. She is an
independent sales
representative for Avon and
has worked for Bunn-O-Matic
Corp.
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Crystal Brockway’s pride and joy:
Keaghan, 8; MaKenzie, 12; and Eddy,
13.

   We’re going to have a more satisfying
experience during services and other activities
in the Sanctuary with the addition of new
chairs.

   The June Allison estate provided money for
20 padded chairs. About $900 already has
been received from donors to add seats. Your
donations would be gratefully appreciated by
Dec. 16. Each $100 donated will ensure the

purchase of one additional chair. Some of
those chairs will be equipped with arms.

   If you are able to help in any way with this
effort, please make out checks to UUFD and
put “new chairs” on the memo line and
give/send to Treasurer Amy Stockwell or to
Mark Sorensen by Dec. 16. Donations of any
amount are welcome and all will help us make
UUFD seating even more comfortable and
versatile.

Still time to donate for more new, comfy chairs for our Sanctuary

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org

