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Our services
  10:15 a.m., featuring religious

   education and child care

Sept. 2: “An Oasis Of Dignity” with Rev.
Larry Hutchison. From Mother Jones to the Poor
People's Campaign, a Labor Day celebration and
the continuing struggle for on the job human
dignity.

Sept. 9: "Generation Z: Trauma and Trust - A
look at Today’s College Students”, with Raph-
aella Prange, VP for Student Affairs, Millikin Univer-
sity. Raphaella will explore how higher education is
responding to the changes in students and how we
can all better understand Generation Z, those chil-
dren born in or after the year 2000.  Kathy Sorensen
will be service leader.

Sept. 16 “Justice With the Globalized Jitters” with Rev. Larry
Hutchison. Why do we UUs talk about justice so much, as if it is a
holy word? It was, to Aeschylus in the Oresteia, so we will start
there. Why? Because I love Greek tragedy and we may find it most
helpful in 2018.

Sept. 23:  “What Shall We Tell the Kids?" with
Rev. Miley Palmer. Our favorite Methodist minister
returns to explore why we have the Old Testament -
and sacred writings in other religious traditions. Mark
Sorensen is service leader.

Sept. 30:"Intergenerational Service with Felix and Paula
Sirls”. There will be music, poetry and yes, the "youth" will be
singing a couple of songs. There may even be some twirling!! (See
             Larry’s article on Page 3 and flyer on Page 7). All this will
               Be followed by a good ol'- fashioned POTLUCK!!

See recycling center proposal, Page 5

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

Excitement builds in our classes
   We have had a spectacular
start to our new year in RE.
Every Sunday has had great
attendance, with repeat
visitors and regulars.

   A new
structure
has been
put in place
to create a
predicable
routine for
our
students. By
week three,

everyone knew what to do,
and everything seemed to fall
into place.

   We begin every gathering
with singing and sharing of
our joys and concerns. This is
followed by a game and our
lesson for the day. Every
lesson has a corresponding
activity.

   September will be a very
busy month for us. We will be
meeting over Labor Day
weekend, Sept. 2. Each

Week, we will be exploring
concepts of unity and
diversity.
   Sept. 30 will be a
multigenerational service.
We will be singing in front of
the congregation and
participating as helpers
throughout the service.
The RE children will be given
jobs to help lead the service.

   Please join us this month if
you haven’t had a chance.
We would love to have more
friends and families join the
fun!

Humanist Group, 6:30
p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 5.
“The Lessons of Death”
discussion will be based on
excerpts from a Sam Harris
interview with Frank
Ostaseski about how the
awareness of our impending
death can improve every
moment of our life. No
preparation necessary.

UUFD Board Meeting,
noon, Sunday, Sept. 9

UU Women’s Book Club,
6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept.
12, at the home of Kathy
Kline. The book is
“Pachinko” by Min Jin Lee.
Bring a dish to share for
dinner. RSVP to
kathysorensen1@comcast.
net. New members always
welcome!

UU Men’s Lunch, 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 19,
Tuscany, 3010 MLK.

UU Women’s Lunch,
11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
Sept. 26, Wildflour Cafe.

Macon County
Progressives, 6 p.m.,
Thursday, Sept. 27

List your events and
meetings in the

Newsletter!

   Our new church and fiscal
year is off to a sound start.
Although few dollars came in
during July, many members
had made advance payments
on their pledges, so our cash
flow situation is healthy.

   Both Larry and Lisa are now
our employees, and both are

working hard!  I am super
excited about the spirit of
energy, enthusiasm and
renewal that I’ve seen at
church over the summer.

   I join you all in looking
forward to an exciting new
year.

– from Amy Stockwell

From the Treasurer: How our financial books look

Lisa Coates

mailto:kathysorensen1@ comcast.net


   You, me and the "Big
Weekend": Sept. 29-30.
"Building Community In the
Neighborhood" by sharing
poetry, singing inspiring music
with an intergenerational
service, while eating a
delicious potluck!

   Nancy and I are excited to
welcome our dear friends of
over 20 years to UUFD and
Decatur for a weekend of
poetry, music and friendship.

   Felix has been an HIV and
substance abuse counselor for
over 30 years, the last 20-
plus in Detroit, serving as
facilitator for the JEMADARI
program of the Detroit Health
Department.

   Together, Felix and Paula
work with "Gospel AIDS": The
goal is to equip churches with
HIV education, to dispel
myths and to eliminate the
stigma associated with people
living with HIV. They travel all
over Michigan for this
program.

   But also, they are very
talented and inspiring
"performing artists" of poetry
and music. Felix is the author
of several books of poetry,
and they will be performing

"Poetry in Motion" at the
library at 2  p.m. in the
auditorium on Saturday, Sept.
29, with a book signing after.

   On Saturday evening, the
29th, from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at
UUFD, Felix and Paula will be
performing also, but with an
open mic, so bring your
poems and music and let's
share an evening of
inspiration and love. We'll call
it, "building community in the
neighborhood!"

   AND THEN!! We will have
our "Intergenerational"
Sunday morning service with
Felix and Paula at 10:15, and
yes, the "youth" will be
singing a couple of numbers –
there may even be twirling??

   ALL followed by a good "ol'-
fashioned" Potluck!!

   Felix and Paula are gifted,
loving models of the
indomitable power of the
human spirit. They have
turned the hard lessons of
addiction and HIV into the
strength of tenderness and
kindness, the neediness of
addiction into a generosity of
compassion and love.

   Their poetry and music

Jon Baxter Dies
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Rev. Larry Hutchison
lghutch@yahoo.com or

minister@uufd.org
352-949-1601

Office hours
Tues. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wed. 6 - 9 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 Call first or drop
 in if you see my car.

 Or call to set up a
 time to meet or email,

 text or Facebook
 message.

Always happy to hear
from you.

traverse the heights and
depths of the human
experience. Always an
inspiration, they will inspire
the most cynical; they are
living treasures of the
possibilities.

   Let us raise and blend our
voices!

In Solidarity,
                     Larry

Do UUFD men
get hungry?

Is there a hunger for launching a
lunch meeting for the guys?
The first meeting will be 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 19, at Tuscany

restaurant (locally owned and a fair
selection of vegetarian fare). The
conversation topic will be the ground
rules for future meetings.

mailto:kathysorensen1@ comcast.net
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Photo Credits (top to bottom)
Red Brick Wall, by Gerry, May 9, 2005, (CC BY-SA 2.0), https://www.flickr.com/photos/tuchodi/13731210
Workspaces, photo by Alex Kotliarskyi on Unsplash

Touchstones Theme: Vocation

Join us in exploring the theme of  Vocation

All summer, workers have been building a brick wall along the
road by my neighborhood. …One man who looks to be in his sev-
enties is the leader. His
skin is the color of  bit-
tersweet chocolate; his
beard is gray. …I see
him teach the others
how to do the work.

…I think, from the look on his face, that he loves the process. I
imagine that he never thinks about the end of  the project, the
completion of  the wall. I think he will go on to the next wall as if
it were just a continuation of  this one, then the next one and the
next, and never be bored. Rev. Meg Barnhouse

To some extent, while we
think we are simply driving
to work every morning to
earn a living, the soul knows
it is secretly engaged in a life
-or-death struggle for its ex-
istence. The soul is often
forced to choose our work

environment, even if  it is measured by the short length of  a desk,
as the place it will make or break its way to the surface of  our ex-
istence or “die” in the attempt. No matter how confined, to the
soul everything is at stake, and everything in the flame of  existence
is to be won or lost. David Whyte



   There is something refreshing about adding to
the beauty of the UUFD building and grounds. So
it was worth the sweat and subsequent muscle
aches to shovel, plant and scrub on Aug. 17.

About 20 Millikin
University students
pitched in, as part of
their annual
volunteering
program.

   Inside, windows
were washed, and the newly laundered Sanctuary
curtain was re-hung. Outdoors, “16 tons” of gravel
and mulch were put in place. Thanks to all!

How green was my churchyard
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Support sought for Macon County recycling/compost center
   Macon County is proposing
to construct a recycling
center just west of Decatur
on Wyckles Road, between
Grand Avenue and U.S. 36.

   Residents would be able to
drop off items that are
typically hard to manage,
such as paints and

electronics. An accompanying
facility would produce
compost and mulches for
home and community
gardens, agricultural and
commercial customers. Two
meetings will focus on the
rezoning of the property:
n The Macon County Board’s
Environmental, Education

Health & Welfare Committee,
5:30 p.m. on Thursday,
Sept. 27, in the County
Board Room at the Macon
County Office Building in
Decatur.
n The Macon County Board,
6 p.m., on Thursday, Oct.
11, in the County Board
room.
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Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is Newsletter editor.
 October edition deadline: Sept. 25.

Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly e-Blast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week.

Deonne Orvis – Sept. 13
Kathy Kline – Sept. 23

Please share your birthday by
emailing

newsletter@uufd.org

   We are off to a great start to the new year.
You can just feel the energy as you walk in
the door. We have been averaging 40
members and guests plus 9 children each
week since we started back in August.

   I have attended both the
RE committee  meeting and
the Green Sanctuary
meeting. The enthusiasm is
high in both committees, and
they may work on a joint
project or two. It's  exciting
to see this happening.

   I have been thinking of a
way that we can check on each other without

being intrusive. Many of us live alone, and if
an accident  occurs may not have a way to
summon help.
   What I am suggesting is an email that you
log in once in a 24-hour period. If you don't,
let the person in charge know you are going
to be gone, you will receive a phone call. If
you don't  answer, someone will come to your
house to check. If no response, your
emergency contact will be reached.

This is a rough idea, but I will work on
tweaking it if people are interested. Please let
me know if the idea appeals to you.

   Have a good rest of the summer

Please keep In touch with those of us who
can’t get out and around, including:
Rita Schwake and Mary Cleave at Primrose
Retirement Community, 1145 W. Arbor Dr.,
Decatur 62526 . Rita’s in Room 124; Mary in
103.

John Hays, at Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549.

Kathy Vaught

   Good ideas were flying around the UUFD
Board at its last meeting. For instance, the RE
Team is planning several family-friendly,
intergenerational activities in the coming
months. They will work with the Building and
Grounds Committee to investigate options
and costs for adding an outdoor learning area.
Also, they are looking into ordering t-shirts for
the youth, possibly as a fundraiser. Finally, a
Kids’ Night Out may be held in December.

   The generous bequest from June Allison has
funded the purchase of additional metal and
plastic chairs.

   Also, support is growing for the
recycling/composting facility the Macon County
Board has proposed for the west side.

Getting on Board

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org


9/29TH & 9/30TH

3 POETRY &
MUSIC EVENTS
Felix and Paula Sirls Performing – Sharing Insight
Detroit residents Felix & Paula blend their passions for music, poetry,
and advocacy for people living with HIV/AIDS. They bring a truck load
of knowledge, love, energy, uplift and affirmation in music, experience,
entertainment and thought. You don't want to miss this!

Sponsored by:
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd • www.uufd.org

Poetry in Motion!

Inspirational poetry reading
and book signing.

Decatur Public Library

Sat Sept 29th @ 2pm

────

Coffee House &
Open Mic

Share your talents and hear
the Sirls perform

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

Sat Sept 29th @ 7pm

────

For the Soul

Inter-generational
inspirational service

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

Sun Sept 30th @10:15am

All Events Free and Open to the Public

PAGE 7 September 2018

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org

