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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

 We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

August 2018

Aug. 5 – “Remember
Love”, Rev. Larry
Hutchison.

We remember love
So we will stop hating
We remember love
So we will not stop loving
We remember love – (this
morning)
To grow strong with love,
Together!

Author unknown to me.

Aug. 12– “In Search of
Sanctuary”, Rev.
Hutchison. A “sanctuary”,

in its original
meaning, is a
sacred place.
But in
today's
dictionary,
“sanctuary”
is a place of

refuge or safety. Synonyms
for sanctuary are haven,
harbor, oasis, shelter,

hideout, refuge. Can we
say, "This is a sanctuary!"?
Can we say, in this troubled
world, a safe place is a
sacred space?

Aug. 19 – “Planned
Parenthood: Facing the
Threat”, Megan Scoville,
Planned Parenthood
Community Engagement
Coordinator. Scoville will

talk about the
history of the
organization in
Decatur and
the challenges
it must contend
with, now and
in the future.
Scoville is a

Decatur native who joined
the Planned Parenthood
team as a Peer Health
Educator in 2009 while
attending MacArthur High
School. She studied Public
Health at DePaul University

in Chicago and returned to
Decatur after graduation.
Dick Zaker will be service
leader.

Aug. 26 – “The Decatur
Area Arts Council – 5O
Years”, Jerry E. Johnson,
DAAC Executive Director.
Johnson will present slides
showing what the
organization has done over
the last half-century. Hear
also how the the council
and UUFD have
worked
together on
various
projects over
the years.
Johnson is a
well-known
Decatur actor,
singer and artist and has
been director of the the arts
council since 2011. Mark
Sorensen will be the service
leader.

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

Lisa Coates now Director of Religious Education
For the first time in over a decade, we
have a Director of Religious Education!

Lisa Coates and her family recently
relocated from Pike Creek, Delaware.
Lisa was very active in her local UU
congregation, in which she began her
journey as a religious education leader.
Originally from St. Louis, Lisa graduated
from Webster University with a master’s
degree in teaching early childhood
education.

As a wife of Chris and mother of two
daughters, Carly, 6, and Caden, 3, and a
baby due in October, Lisa is very involved

in educational and family services in our
community. She is a volunteer for Girl
Scouts of Central Illinois, 4-H
of Blue Mound and Special
Blessings of Decatur.

Along with leading the
Religious Education program
for UUFD, Lisa also teaches parent-child
classes for a local preschool.

Lisa is eager to work alongside the families
of UUFD. Her plans include activities
focusing on creative arts, family
involvement and community outreach.

Welcome back!

This season is filled with
many exciting changes. We
have a new pastor as well as
a new Director of Religious
Education.

My name is Lisa Coates, and
I will be leading the RE
program for UUFD. I strongly
encourage all UU families to
take this time to reconnect
to our fellowship.

This entire month will be
dedicated to fostering
relationships, building our RE
community and establishing
the Sunday routine. I have

planned diverse, engaging,
age-appropriate programing
for all our youth to enjoy.

Each Sunday will begin with
lighting our chalice, sharing
our joys and concerns, and
music for all, followed by an
educational message and
activity for the day.

Children under age 5 will be
given the choice to
participate with older
children or have free play in
the child care room. Jay
Zaker is now our lead child
care teacher and will
supervise the younger
children’s activities and will
read stories that correspond
with the RE lesson plan.

Throughout the year, I will
be asking for various
donations for RE projects.
Please collect glass jars,

and old magazines for
September projects.

Also, I have created all
new quiet bags for our
services. Does anyone
have an extra or no-
longer-needed children's
size coat tree to donate? I
would love to hang these
in our lobby. I’m thrilled to
have this opportunity to
work with the families of
UUFD. I look forward to
seeing you this month!

RE meeting
6:30 Wednesday,

Aug. 8
Snacks, drinks provided
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You, me and the
possibilities!

The city yawns,
            in the early
     morning rain.
Oh, Decatur – you old city –
   showing your age
   with crumbling
   streets, abandoned
   buildings.
Monuments of the gaping
   wounds of lost
   jobs, empty
   houses,
            – boarded-up
   dreams –
A city dusted with poverty.
A city always solving
   problems with no
   time for living the
   possibilities.
Decatur, Decatur, take
   yourself off the
   watch list of
   municipal
   undertakers.
The vultures are not circling
   today – perhaps,
   they left town,
   took the train out –
Sometimes, after an
   exciting

   conversation of
   possibilities, in a
   downtown office or
   somewhere,
I see a tinge of pink
   reflecting off a
   shimmering Lake
   Decatur, yes, a
   hint of hope in the
   afternoon heat,
Possibilities cascading
   around corners, a
   gentle breeze in
   the face of stifling
   odds, like the hope
   at a Millikin
   commencement.
And for one deep breath
     that turns into an
   evening dream,
I'm thinking – the glass is
   already half full –
   for this old town.
And just perhaps, a beacon
   of light, from a hill
   at the corner of
   Mound and
   MacArthur might
   be of some
   possibility.

Peace,
Larry

Minister’s Message

Rev. Larry Hutchison
Minister,

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

lghutch@yahoo.com or
minister@uufd.org

352-949-1601

Office hours
Tues. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wed. 6 - 9 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

 Call first or just drop
 in if you see my car.
 Or call to set up a
 time to meet or email,
 text or Facebook
 message.

Always happy to hear
from you.

Needed:10 adults to
help supervise Millikin students

9 a.m. to noon on Friday, Aug. 17
Annual Community Day of Action

Please let Mark Sorensen (sorens1@comcast.net) know
that you can help as we do yard work and special
cleaning at UUFD.
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Photo Credits (top to bottom)
American Muslim Women, photo by Jerry Kiesewetter on Unsplash
Jazz Player, photo by Konstantin Aal on Unsplash

Touchstones Theme: Unity & Diversity

Join us in exploring the theme of  Unity & Diversity

Diversity…is not casual liberal
tolerance of  anything not your-
self. It is not polite accommoda-
tion. Instead, diversity is, in
action, the sometimes painful
awareness that other people,
other races, other voices, other
habits of  mind have as much
integrity of  being, as much claim
on the world as you do…. And I
urge you, amid all the differences present to the eye and mind, to
reach out to create the bond that… will protect us all. We are all
meant to be here together. William Chase

To be a jazz freedom fighter is to attempt to
galvanize and energize world-weary people into
forms of  organization with accountable leader-
ship that promote critical exchange and broad
reflection. The interplay of  individuality and unity
is not one of  uniformity and unanimity imposed
from above but rather of  conflict among diverse
groupings that reach a dynamic consensus subject
to questioning and criticism. As with a soloist in a
jazz quartet, quintet or band, individuality is pro-
moted in order to sustain and increase the creative

tension with the group—a tension that yields higher levels of  per-
formance to achieve the aim of  the collective project. Cornel West

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
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Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

Dick Zaker is now the editor
of this Newsletter.

  The deadline for the
September edition

is Aug. 25.
Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly EBlast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week.

August
Rita Schwake                          Aug. 16
Vern Thistlethwaite                  Aug. 21

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

Women’s Lunch
Group, 11:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, Aug. 22,
at the Beach House.
Contact Judy
Thistlethwaite at 429-
5923 or
jthistle@comcast.net.

make a reservation.

Macon County Progressives, 6:30
p.m., Thursday, Aug. 23.

President's Welcome
Welcome back to a new, exciting year at

UUFD. There are several
changes from last year. The
first is in RE. We have a
new leader Lisa Coates and
a new child care giver Jay
Zaker. We have a different
minister,
Larry Hutchinson. He was
with us several years ago,

and both he and his wife Nancy are
excited to be back with us. We are
equally excited to have them back.

I'm your current president, Kathy or Faith
Vaught, whichever you prefer. For those
who don't know me, I'm a retired special-
education teacher, have three grown,
married children and two grandchildren. I
also have three rescued dogs. I have
lived in Niantic since 1977.

Looking forward to this new year!

Officers Elected at the
Congregational Meeting

June 20, 2018

President: Faith (Kathy) Vaught
Vice President: Lorelei Zaker
Past President: Rene (Donna) Verry
Secretary: Mary Lovell

Treasurer: Amy Stockwell
Board Members:
Pat Rossiter (finishing her two-year term)
Mark Branscum
Mark Sorensen

GOT IDEAS? If you think of a subject or
speaker for a UUFD service, contact
programs@UUFD.org

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org

