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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

June-July 2018

Our Fellowship has been
named as one of 103 Game
Changers in Decatur by the
local branch of the national
civil rights organization.
“Your work in improving race
relations and building
cultural awareness is
outstanding!” according to
the letter notifying UUFD
about the award.

Our president, Kathy/Faith
Vaught, will accept the
award on stage for us.
However, other UUFD

members/friends may attend
and go up on stage.

The event will be at 4 p.m.
Sunday, June 3, at the
Decatur Conference Center.
Check-in will begin at 3. You
can buy a ticket for $10 from
Mrs. Mildred Bond, 877-
2439. Tickets will not be sold
at the door.

The local NAACP unit
celebrated 103 years of
service to the community on
June 3.

Look for a smiling face to
be brightening up the
Fellowship late this

summer.
Many of us
will
remember
the Rev.
Larry
Hutchison
from the

2011-2014 period when he
was here. Newer people
won’t need very long to
become acquainted with
his positive outlook.

Larry and his wife, Nancy,
spread warmth throughout
the congregation and
made their mark as
tireless workers for social
justice. They especially
collaborated with the
Illinois Public Action group
on the payday loan and
other issues. They have
continued that work

Larry Hutchison Returns to UUFD

NAACP honors UUFD

through the Lyons
Universalist and River
Raisin UU Fellowship in
Michigan. He’s become
involved with the national
Poor People’s Campaign and
political campaigns. “Nancy
and I are very excited to be
returning to see old and

dear friends and meeting
new friends in Decatur”, he
said in May.

Larry has agreed to be a ¾-
time minister for at least the
coming year. The board will
ask him to assist in looking

Continued on Page 2
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Jon Baxter Dies

Services
June 3 – “Processed
Foods = Processed
People?” Mel Weinstein.

Since the
advent of the
field of food
science in the
early 1900s,
food scientists
have concocted
many

thousands of processed
foods that have come to
dominate grocery store
shelves. In 2016, over
21,000 new products were
introduced. Many of the
processed foods contain
additives, natural and
synthetic. There are over
9,000 additives approved by
the government for use in
commercial foods. Should
we be consuming all these
substances? Mel Weinstein,
the producer of the Food
Labels Revealed Podcast
and the “self-processed
prophet of processed foods”
will talk about food labels,
the purposes and health
concerns of some
ingredients, and how we, in
Central Illinois, are living in
the breadbasket of food
additives. Bring your
thinking caps! There will be
questions and prizes. Mary
Lovell will be service leader.

June 10 – “Flower
Communion: Beginnings
and Endings, a multi-
generational service”.

Remember to bring a flower
or two to share!

June 17 – “Skin in the
Game”, Rev. Scott
Aaseng. Working for justice
can sometimes seem like a
matter of giving up what we
want and acting entirely for
the sake of others. But is
there a way of acting for
justice in which we have a
stake in what happens —
with our own “skin in the
game”? Rev. Aaseng will
talk about this in the
context of the new Poor
People's Campaign. Rev.

Aaseng is
executive
director of the
Unitarian
Universalist
Advocacy
Network of
Illinois
(UUANI), a

statewide network of
Unitarian Universalist
congregations working to
strengthen the movement
for justice, beloved
community and a healthy
planet through values-based
organizing.

A good-bye reception for
Rev. Michelle and RE
teacher Emily Richard will
follow the service.

9 a.m. June 24 – Live-
Stream General
Assembly Worship
Service with UUA
President the Rev. Susan

Frederick-Gray leading the
service.

NO JULY SERVICES.
Watch the E-Blast for other
activities that may pop up.

Continued from Page 1
for long-term ministerial
leadership for the
Fellowship. Look for E-blasts
in late July giving details
about a welcome home
celebration for Larry.
The Hutchisons plan to
move back to Decatur in
late July, and Larry is
aiming at Aug. 5 for his first
sermon.

Asked about his thoughts on
helping UUFD grow, he
responded, “I've been too
busy here to know what's
going on in Decatur. We'll
see when I get there. I wish
I knew some easy answers
to growth. We'll surely work
at it, and I expect to grow
and have fun, too. See you
soon!”

CSA begins in June
Deliveries to UUFD will
begin June 2 for the Jubilee
Farms Community
Supported Agriculture
program. Those who bought
shares may pick them up
between 9 and 10 a.m. The
Fellowship also is
sponsoring portions to be
delivered to the Northeast
Community Fund.
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Jon Baxter Dies

Humanist Discussion
Group, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 6. Jim
Palmer will present "It's
Not Your Parent's Universe"
- a discussion about what
scientists think they know
about the universe and the
earth today. What does this
new knowledge mean?
Anyone who enjoys a lively
discussion is encouraged to
attend.  Questions?
Contact Kathysorensen1
@comcast.net

The Women’s Book Club,
6 p.m. Wednesday, June
13, at the home of Sally
Van Natta. Bring a dish to
share for dinner. The book

is The Secret Wisdom of
the Earth by Christopher
Scotton. RSVP at
Kathysorensen1@comcast.
net or 620-6850.

Women’s Lunch Group,
11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
June 27, at Bizou and
11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
July 25, at Lock, Stock &
Barrel. Contact Judy
Thistlethwaite, 429-5923 or
jthistle@comcast.net to
make a reservation.

Thanks to Organizer Marge
Evans and ten other UUs
who installed the June
Allison Solar Fountain and
did garden work for two
hours on a hot and steamy
Saturday. The fountain will
be charged and running for
the first Sunday service in
June.

as our babysitter/teacher
assistant, but Jay Zaker will
take over when she goes.

June 10 will be a
multigenerational Flower
Communion service. Bring a
flower or two to share!

There will not be Sunday
services in July, but RE is
planning a fun event at the

in July. Be sure to keep up
with E-Blasts and both the
UUFD and UUFD Families
Facebook pages for more
information.

 Mark your calendars for the
RE Committee meeting 6:30
Aug. 8 when we will be
gearing up for a new year of
programs and activities for
our youth and families.

There will be Religious
Exploration for children and
child care for babies and
toddlers in June, as usual.

We’re sad Chloe is leaving
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Getting on Board
Transition and preparation
were key themes in the May
13 Board meeting. The last
work dates for Rev. Michelle
LaGrave, Religious
Education teacher Emily
Richard and Child Care
worker Chloe Clark were
listed, and plans for a
reception honoring them
were discussed.

Mary Lovell agreed to be the
liaison between the
congregation and Michelle
after she leaves. Mark
Sorensen will coordinate
pastoral care for members
who are ailing or who need
other assistance until a new
minister is secured.

As for preparation, Joyce
Throneburg of the UUFD
Trust Board described
changes to the Trust-
governing document that
the members ultimately
approved. The language
includes the Trust’s
management agreement
with a unit of the national
Unitarian Universalist
Association and adjustments
of amounts the Fellowship
may withdraw from the
Trust for operations. (Both
of these issues passed at
the June 20 Congregational
Meeting.)

Mark reported that pledges
were coming in about
$5,000 less than

anticipated. However, some
members had not yet
returned pledge cards, so
up to $4,000 may still be
pledged, he said.

An update on the ministerial
search was given, indicating
that Rev. Larry Hutchison
was interested in returning
to serve UUFD.

Two donations connected
with our late friend June
Allison were discussed. Her
estate made a $2,400
bequest to UUFD. Board
members talked about a
request that a plaque be
placed that would
acknowledge the efforts of
the many loyal members
who made the foundation
on which today’s UUFD was
built.

Also, former member Cathy
Ritchie has given $300 to be
used to create a monument
in June’s honor. A solar
fountain has been selected
by the Green Sanctuary
Committee for a visible
space on the UUFD grounds.
Board members viewed
photos of the chosen
design.

From the Treasurer
My great thanks again to all
who turned in their pledges,
who participated in our
annual congregational

meeting and whose many
gifts make it possible to
have the Fellowship. It looks
like we will finish the

financial year
slightly above
budget on
income items,
and slightly
below budget
on expenses.
That’s the
way we like it!
The Finance

Committee will continue its
work and will recommend
changes to the budget as
major uncertainties are
resolved. We are looking
forward to some new faces
in leadership and promising
new avenues for growth,
with special note of the
growing green shoots of our
young people.

Officers Elected at the
Congregational Meeting

June 20, 2018

President: Faith (Kathy)
Vaught
Vice President: Lorelei
Zaker
Past President: Rene
(Donna) Verry
Secretary: Mary Lovell
Treasurer: Amy Stockwell

Board Members:
Pat Rossiter (finishing her
two-year term)
Mark Branscum
Mark Sorensen

Amy Stockwell
Treasurer
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Dear Ones,

June has arrived and so it is
time to say a final Good-
bye.

Before goodbye was
shortened to its current
one-word form, the phrase
spoken upon parting was
“May God be with you.”

While we
all have
different
meani
ngs for
the word
“God” (a
deity,
Love, the
Good,
etc.) we

do share a common intent
upon uttering the word
“goodbye”. We do this
because we wish the
other(s) well; to be safe
from harm, to be healthy,
to feel secure, to experience
an abundance of resources
in their lives from that point
forward, and so on.

My hope and prayer for this
month is to have a good
goodbye with all of you. I
invite you to stop by my
office, if you haven’t done
so already, and share a
personal goodbye. We’ll say
goodbye more formally in
the Flower Communion
service on the 10th and
during a reception on the
17th.

Whenever and however we
part, I leave you with a
blessing: May you live a life
of wholeness, fulfillment
and abundance. May you be
happy and healthy. May you
continue to nourish and
grow your soul. May you be
held in Love by your
community. And as we part,
let us part in peace, with
kindness on our lips and
gratitude in our hearts.

Goodbye, Amen,
and Blessed Be,
 Rev. Michelle

In Michelle’s words Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office hours:
Monday: Day Off

Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
(most weeks)

Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fridays: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls for

urgent matters welcome.
Also by appointment.

Rev. Michelle’s last day
will be June 24. If there
are any personal
illnesses/ hospitaliza-
tions in the time
between Michelle’s
leaving and Larry’s
arrival Aug. 1, please
call Mark Sorensen, 330-
6614, who will coordin-
ate pastoral care. We
hope that everyone
stays healthy and calling
Mark is not necessary!

We’ll all miss your
gentle spirits,
Michelle, Micah and
Bella!
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Photo Credits (top to bottom)
Nets, by tpholland, September 25, 2009, (CC BY 2.0), https://www.flickr.com/photos/tpholland/3955521836
Winter Wisdom, by skagitrenee, September 18, 2002, (CC BY-SA 2.0), https://www.flickr.com/photos/skagitrenee/16107290756

Touchstones Theme: Wisdom

Join us in exploring the theme of  Wisdom

Indra’s Net
Each fisher, with homemade net of
differing mesh, catches life’s experience
sized according to the holes between the
knots. Each fisher takes these net-caught
meanings for what fish there are. They
call to one another, “Your nets are wrong!
Those are not true fishes.” And they take
the tales of  one another’s catches for fish
stories. They tell heroic sagas of  the ones

that got away; for, in truth, there are uncounted fishes that pass through
all our nets, and fish so large they tear our nets to tatters if  we dare to fish
the depths. And how often do we carefully seine [i.e., fish with a net] the
long familiar shoals and hang our nets to dry, proclaiming “I have caught
all the fish in the sea.” And who has not scoffed at the youth with hand-
line, the wrong bait, and in inauspicious waters patiently awaiting the fish
that our nets tell us does not exist? Rev. Mike Young

Wisdom seems to defy description, but we
tend to know it when we see or hear it. We are
acutely aware of  the wisdom and the accom-
panying humility we experience in others.
Being in their presence often gives rise to the
longing to possess such wisdom for ourselves,
and we begin to search for it, always believing
wisdom lies somewhere beyond us. Poet Mark
Nepo describes the outcome of  his search: “I
wanted to become wise, but after much travel and study, it was during my
bedridden days with cancer that I realized I was already wise. I just didn't
know the language of  my wisdom.” Jane Venard

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
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Amy Wins
At the 2018 Student Show at Millkin this
spring, Amy Stockwell received an
honorable mention for her drypoint
etching “Line Study #4” and the Juror’s
Choice Award for her painting “Pattern.”

Jack Graduates
Congratulations to Jack Sekosky, who
graduated from 8th Grade at Garfield
Montessori School.

In Touch with John Hays
John Hays, a friend of our fellowship, is a
shut-in at Heritage Health in Mt. Zion.
Please drop a card or note to him for
Father’s Day, which is June 17. Or better
yet, visit him! (Dick Zaker who is often his
only visitor, will be out of town that day.)
Also be sure to visit or send him a card on
his birthday, July 21. Look for news about
a possible party.

John Hays
1225 Woodland Dr.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

Lorelei Zaker is the editor
of this Newsletter.

  The deadline for the August edition
is July 31 (because Lorelei will be out
of town during the normal deadline).

Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly EBlast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week. Be sure to get your service
descriptions and other items into the July
29 E-Blast because the newsletter will be
late that week.

June
Joan Brown   June 30
4731 S. Hudson Place
Tulsa, OK 74135-6923

July
Linda Shroyer   July 6
John Hays    July 21
Al Brumett    July 31

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

Join us at UUFD at 9 a.m. June 24 to watch
the Live-Stream General Assembly Worship
Service with UUA President the Rev. Susan
Frederick-Gray leading the service. Donna
Rene Verry and Dick Zaker will be our
delegates to GA this year, voting
electronically.

Jay Zaker to D.C.
Jay Zaker is going to Washington, D.C.
on a mission trip with a Youth Group from
the Mt. Zion Presbyterian Church to work
with the homeless

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org

