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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

February 2018

Feb. 4 – “Love Calls Us
On”, Rev. Michelle
LaGrave. Where does Love
call us? What does Love
ask of us? What does it
mean to tolerate one
another? Join us for a lively
exploration of this month’s
theme.

Feb. 11 – “Processed
Foods = Processed
People?”, Mel Weinstein.
The producer of the Food
Labels Revealed Podcast
and the “self-processed
prophet of processed

foods” will talk about food
labels, the purposes and
health concerns of some
ingredients, and how we, in
Central Illinois, are living in
the breadbasket of food
additives. Bring your
thinking caps! There will be
questions and prizes.
Joyce Throneburg will be
service leader. (more on
page 4)

Feb. 18 – "The Growth
and Decline of Decatur",
David Snoeyenbos. David
will talk about how Decatur

grew for 100 years on a
strong industrial base, then
fell into decline for 35,
leading to high poverty. Mary
Lovell will be service leader.

Feb. 25 – "The Heart of
the Matter", Rev. Dr. Doak
M. Mansfield. He will offer

some
considerations
–  personal and
professional –
of existential
ideas,
aspirations,
and realities.
Mark Sorensen
is service

leader.

Rev. Mansfield is currently the
pastor at the Community UU
Church in Pasco, Wash.  Over
the past 40 years, he has served
as minister at UU churches in
Tampa, Fla.; Huntsville, Ala.;
and Cincinnati, Ohio.  A soup
lunch will follow the service.

Bowl & Roll is back!
Following Rev. Mansfield’s service

Sunday, Feb. 25

Meet Rev. Mansfield, a candidate for
our upcoming ministerial vacancy

Soup, roll, dessert, drink and
fellowship!

 www.uufd.org
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Mindfulness & Spiritual-
ity, 7 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 1 and 15. This UUFD
group meets on the first
and third Thursday of each
month in the Sanctuary to
have a session of silent
meditation and to discuss a
topic of spirituality related
to meditation practices. We
start promptly at 7 p.m.
with the meditation, so
please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence. The group is open
to any member or friend of
the Fellowship or anyone in
the community who is
interested. Contact Mel
Weinstein for information:
mel.weinstein.

domehome@gmail.com

Humanist Discussion
Group, 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Feb. 7. Jim
Palmer will present
"Artificial Intelligence. Its
capability now, Its
capability in the future, and
what it means to us as
humans"  If you plan to
attend, please send Jim an
email at
jpalmer_2000@yahoo.com
(there is an underscore
between the r and the 2)
and he will send you some
links to articles on the
subject. Jim presented on
the same topic last fall, but
has added new
information. As always,
discussion is encouraged!

The Women’s Book Club,
5 p.m. (note earlier
time) Wednesday, Feb.
14. Location TBA (probably
a restaurant).The book is
Before We Were Yours by
Lisa Wingate. Please RSVP
at
Kathysorensen1@comcast.
net or 620-6850.

Art Night, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday (note
change), Feb. 21.
Join us to play with art as a
form of spiritual self-
expression. The goal is not
to make crafts or works of
art, but to explore
ourselves more deeply, to
express our values and
ideas, to make beauty
present in the world. All
forms of media are wel-
come: paint, colored pen-
cils, ink, collage, clay, pa-
per cutting, journaling,
writing, book making,
weaving, knitting, etc. Bring
something you are already
working on or start some-
thing new. We meet every
third Wednesday (note
change) of the month.

Women’s Lunch Group,
11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
Feb. 28, at El Corral,
3655 E. Route 36, next to
the Chevrolet Museum.
Contact Judy Thistlethwaite,
429-5923 or
jthistle@comcast.net to
make a reservation.
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Jon Baxter Dies

6:30-8:00 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 28
Are you curious about Unitarian Universalism?

Are you ready to learn more?
This class is for new members, potential new members, people who are just curious and

people who have been UUs for a long time.
Bring your questions and your curiosity

Led by Rev. Michelle



PAGE 3 February 2018

Jon Baxter Dies

This month in RE, we will have Mary
Lovell teaching on the first Sunday of the
month. The second Sunday, Rev. Michelle
will be in RE teaching the children.

In the second half of the month, we will be
busy getting ready for a fun-filled service
we have coming up!! We are in search of
young people volunteers to be a part of our
next multi-generational service that will be

held on March 4. We will be doing a skit
titled "Outlawing Jellybeans and Other
Injustices." It's going to be a lot of fun,
and we hope that you will join us!!

PLEASE consider coming back to church
even if you haven't been here in awhile to
help us with this project! We need some
older kids who are good readers and can
take a role in the skit.  There are roles for
younger non-readers too. We
will start looking at the script
and read through it after
casting all the roles on the
third Sunday this month, Feb.
18. We may need to practice
again on Feb. 25.

The final dress rehearsal
AND day of the "Jelly Bean
Service" will be March 4.

Emily Richard
RE Leader

In case you wondered when the Unitarian
denomination got its first African-American
minister ....

I have links below that give you the “inside
baseball” version.

Short answer – most people cited Egbert
Ethelred Brown from Jamaica to be the first
black Unitarian minister in 1912. (He
dropped the name Egbert and went by
Ethelred because it was cooler when he
moved to Harlem, NYC.) However, a
researcher has found that the real first
black minister started a church in 1860 but

didn’t get much help from the American
Unitarian Association.

For those of you new to UUFD, the first
black UUA president was William G.
Sinkford, who preached one Sunday at
UUFD for our 50th anniversary.

 http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/j
ourneys/session8/finding-your-way

https://www.danielharper.org/blog/?p=34
71

http://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/officer
s/president/past/sinkford

– Mark Sorensen

SINKFORD
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Getting on Board
UUFD Board members received word of a
candidate for the upcoming ministerial
vacancy at their Jan. 14 meeting. The Rev.
Doak Mansfield is to lead the Feb. 25
service, and a reception will be held
afterwards.

Treasurer Amy Stockwell said the Finance
Committee would be meeting to discuss
how to handle the impact of the loss of
pledge money from the recent deaths of
Fellowship members. Budget cuts and
special appeals for funds are among
alternatives.

Rev. Michelle reported the Religious
Education Committee is functioning well,
but our other committees could use more
energy. She also updated the Board on
activities of the Unitarian Universalist
Advocacy Network of Illinois. This
organization seeks participation from UUs
in Central Illinois in advancing these justice
issues: Fair Tax, Love Resists and Poor
People’s Campaign.

President Rene Verry will coordinate the
filing of the church’s certification with the
national Unitarian Universalist Association.
The process largely is a statistical update
of our status.

You can
make the
February
services
so much
sweeter
by being
a coffee
host. At

base level, all you have to
do is scan the instruction
list on the bulletin board in
the kitchen to measure out
the coffee and determine
how many tea bags to put
in the pot. Cheese, fruit and
other goodies are entirely
up to you.
   The coffee host signup
sheet is sitting, defenseless,
on the counter in the foyer.
Make your heart (and Judy
Thistlethwaite’s) feel
gladdened by helping out!

UUA Common Read for
2017-2018 is Daring

Democracy: Igniting Power,
Meaning and Connection for
the America We Want by
Frances Moore Lappe and
Adam Eichen AND
Centering: Navigating Race,
Authenticity and Power in
Ministry, edited by Mitra
Rahnema. Discussion at
UUFD is slated for May.

When, during the
offering, we ask
newcomers to allow the
plate to pass them by
because they are our
guests, we are being
radically hospitable. When
we encourage a newer
member to be creative in
designing the aesthetics of
our sanctuary, we are being
radically hospitable. When
we open ourselves to new
ways of functioning as a
community, whether it be

experimenting with new
governance structures or
using a new process to
make communal decisions
or trying out a new
fundraiser, we are being
radically hospitable.

(continued from page 1)
Since the advent of the field
of food science in the early
1900s, food scientists have
concocted many thousands
of processed foods that
have come to dominate
grocery store shelves. In
2016, over 21,000 new
products were
introduced. Many of the
processed foods contain
additives, natural and
synthetic. There are over
9,000 additives approved by
the government for use in
commercial foods. Should
we be consuming all these
substances? Let's talk.
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Dearest Ones,
This month I am offering a
class called “An
Introduction to Unitarian

Universal
ism.”
Despite
its name,
I hope
you will
all
consider
attending
– even
those of

you who have been life-
long Unitarians or
Universalists. This is meant
to be a time we can all
explore this living tradition
of ours together and forge
deeper connections. Those
of us who have been
around awhile can meet
and get to know the newer
folks and share our
individual perspectives.
Those of you who are new
or newer can ask whatever
questions are on your mind
and get a better idea of
what it might mean to be a
UU. Perhaps you’ll even
decide to become a
member!

Also this month, we’ll be
continuing on with Art
Night. This is a time for
you to get in touch with
your inner spirit (or
inspiration) in a fun and
supportive atmosphere.

You can bring your own
project or use the materials
provided. If you haven’t
touched a crayon or
marker since elementary
school, that’s okay! The Art
Night experience is meant
to be more of a meditation
than a fine arts class.
There’s a reason all
those adult coloring books
are so popular!

Lastly, I hope you will
consider engaging more
deeply with our
Touchstones themes.
Materials come out
in the monthly newsletter,
the weekly eBlast and on
Facebook.

If you haven’t been by
facebook in a while, check
it out. Dick Zaker has been
very busy improving our
page with lots of content. I
bet he’d be thrilled if you’d
reply to one of his posts!
(And if you are one of our
many Admins, remember
to switch to posting with
your personal name –

otherwise
it looks
like UUFD
spends
an awful
lot of
time
talking to
itself!)

If you’d like to get to know
the children and youth
better, ask them about
what they’re learning in
RE (religious exploration) –
remember, they’re learning
about the same theme as
the adults!

I      In faith,
Rev. Michelle

In Michelle’s words

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office hours:
Monday: Day Off

Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
(most weeks)

Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fridays: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls for

urgent matters welcome.
Also by appointment.

Rev. Michelle will return
Friday, Feb. 2. If you have
an urgent pastoral care
matter, please contact the
Rev. Martin Woulfe, who
has graciously agreed to
cover for her. Martin is the
minister of the UU church
in Springfield. His cell
phone # is 217-801-2698.
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2018 UUFD ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES
WHAT: Contemporary documentaries on the environmental issues of our time. Thought-provoking

conversation starters, exciting green strategies, & ways to get involved. Join us for our 11th

annual film series at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (UUFD).

WHERE: Sanctuary, UUFD, 3773 N. MacArthur Rd (SW Corner of Mound & MacArthur Rds.),
Decatur, IL, 62526. Screen projection with stereo sound. Questions - contact us at 217-
864-2843 or at http://www.uufd.org/about-us/contact/

ADMISSION: FREE! But Donations Accepted ---- No One Turned Away If Seating Is Available.

CONCESSIONS: Fresh Theater-style Popcorn & Healthy Drinks Available at Low Prices.

EXTRAS: Surprise Film Shorts .... Cartoons .... Guest Speakers

Environmental Workshop – Saturday, March 3, 10am-3pm. Free to public, please RSVP.

10:00-10:10am Welcome
10:10-11:15am Multi-media Presentation - Delores

Logue, Environmentalist
11:15-11:45am Panel Discussion – Melody Arnold, Dr.

Norm Jensen, & Delores Logue
11:45am-12:50pm Lunch - Vegetarian Chili or Chili with

meat, side dishes welcomed.
1:00-1:45pm An Inconvenient Sequel - Truth to

Power (2017, 98 min.)
1:45-3:00pm Movie Discussion & Networking

Please RSVP – http://www.uufd.org/about-us/contact/ &
indicate the number attending.

An Inconvenient Sequel:
Truth to Power

Former VP Al Gore continues his
tireless fight, traveling around the
world to train an army of activists &
influence international climate policy.
In moments both private & public,
funny & poignant, he pursues the
inspirational idea that while the stakes
have never been higher, the perils of
climate change can be overcome with
human ingenuity & passion.

Free Environmental Film Series with Discussion Leaders (discussion follows each show)

7:00pm, Saturday March 17 7:00pm, Saturday March 24 7:00pm, Saturday March 31
Sustainable (2016, 92 min.) Tomorrow (2015, 120 min.) Catching the Sun (2015, 75 min.)

A multi-award winning documentary
examines America's food & farming
system with a powerful story of one
extraordinary 7th generation IL
farmer determined to create a
sustainable future for his community
& family. The future of agriculture,
secrets about human health &
environmental protection,
transforming profitless farmland, &
developing a local sustainable food
movement in Chicago are explored.

We are now more aware of the impact
of the “American Dream” on the way
we live. We need to focus our efforts
on changing our dreams before
something irreversible happens to our
planet. This optimistic, multi-award
winning documentary shows
alternative & creative ways of viewing
agriculture, economics, energy and
education. It offers constructive
solutions to act on a local level to
make a difference on a global level.

This multi-award winning
documentary tells the story of the
global energy transition from the
perspective of American workers &
Chinese entrepreneurs building
solutions to income inequality &
climate change with their own hands.
But who wins & who loses the battle
for power in the 21st century? Will
the U.S. actually be able to build a
clean energy economy?

Thanks to our
Sponsors:

Decatur
Audubon
Society

Community
Environmental
Council

UUFD – A Green
Sanctuary Congregation
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Touchstones Theme: Love

Please join us in exploring the theme of  Love

Two Unitarian Universal-
ist sources emphasize
love. These are as follows:
“Words and deeds of
prophetic women and
men which challenge us
to confront powers and
structures of  evil with
justice, compassion, and
the transforming power
of  love” and “Jewish and
Christian teachings which
call us to respond to
God’s love by loving our
neighbors as ourselves.”

“Our task …is to do what we
can to advance reverence for
life and deepen the promise of
love. Let us dedicate ourselves
to the …practice… that will
bring more love into the world.
Let us be witness for the new
science that tells us how con-
nected all life is and let us work
for social policies that embody
our responsibility for one an-
other and for the earth. …Let
us make love the first – not last
– resort.” Rev. Dr. Rebecca Parker
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Condolences to Monte and Joyce
Throneburg. Monte’s mother, Marian
Pauline Throneburg of Assumption, passed
away Jan. 25.

Please use this link to
indicate which of the
UUANI upcoming
activities calls to you:
https://docs.google.co
m/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS
evIdio3CXJy_DGFXBrX-
X_1Y60FEEttPHXWnaDjY
k_xatHiQ/viewform

Thank you for standing tall for justice!
       Margaret Shaklee

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

February
 Athena Pajer                       Feb. 5
 Nancy Hutchison                Feb. 24

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

Lorelei Zaker is the editor of this
Newsletter.

  The deadline for the March edition is
Feb. 22.

Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly eBlast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week.

Cancellation Policy
When a service is canceled due to inclement
weather, an email will be sent to those who
receive the weekly eBlasts by 7:30 a.m. that
morning. If you don’t receive the weekly
emails,  call President Rene Verry, 433-0889,
or Dick Zaker, 791-3854, any time after
7:30 to inquire.

Wednesday, June 20, to Sunday, June 24
Theme: “All Are Called”

Grounded in a deep belief that we are all
prophets, Unitarian Universalists ask, “How can
we faithfully meet the demands of our time?”

More details to come

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com

