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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.
April 1 – “A Story of
Transformation”, the Rev.
Michelle LaGrave. Join us
for this Easter service as we
explore the myriad ways in
which we are transformed,
personally and as a
community.

April 8 – “Writing Your
Spiritual Autobiography”,
the Rev. Martin Woulfe.
If you were to write your
autobiography, would it
consist solely of a timeline?
How would you note the
course of your spiritual
maturity?  Are some lessons
universal, while others are
distinctive?

April 15 –  “Our Oldest
Task”, Dr. Eric Freyfogle.
How can we  live on the land

without degrading
it? Freyfogle is
professor
emeritus of law at
the University of
Illinois, where he

has taught numerous
courses relating to
conservation and economic
inequality. Author of several
books, he has been active in
the National Wildlife
Federation, Prairie Rivers
Network and the Land
Conservation Foundation.
Vern Thistlethwaite is
service leader.

April 22 – “Decatur
Celebration of Blooms”,
Kathy Sorensen.
America in Bloom is coming
in June to judge Decatur in a
number of areas such as
environmental efforts,
landscaped areas and
community involvement.
This program is not so much
a contest, as it is a
community-building exercise
designed to improve
cooperation among
government, businesses and
residents. Find out how you
can be a part of this exciting
movement.

April 29 “How the World
Became Modern, the Rev.
Miley Palmer. Fifty years
before the birth of Jesus,
Lucretius wrote a long poem
called "The Nature of
Things". After causing

something of a
sensation in his
time, the work
disappeared for
over a thousand
years. When it

was rediscovered, it caused
no less turmoil and
excitement. In his book,
"The Swerve", Pulitzer Prize-
winner Robert Greenblatt
tells the story of Lucretius'
masterpiece, and how the
ideas in it foreshadowed
many of the principles
underlying much of modern
liberal  thought, such as the
universe functions without
the aid of gods or that
religious fear is damaging to
human life. Mark Sorensen is
service leader.
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Jon Baxter Dies

Humanist Discussion
Group, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 4. Dave
Snoeyenbos will present
and lead a discussion on
ommigration. All are invited
to attend.

The Women’s Book Club,
5:30 p.m. (note time
change) Wednesday,
April 11, at the home of
Marge Evans. We will start
at 5:30 with a wildflower
walk with Marge. Please
bring a dish to share for
dinner. The book is The
Great Alone by Kristin
Hannah. This novel takes
place in Alaska (Sharon!)
Please RSVP at
Kathysorensen1@comcast.
net or 620-6850. On May 9,
Kathy S. will host, and the
book is Little Fires
Everywhere by Celeste Ng.
In June we'll meet at Sally's
... no book selected yet.

Art Night, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 18.
Join us to play with art as a
form of spiritual self-
expression. The goal
is not to make crafts or
works of art, but to explore
ourselves more deeply, to
express our values and
ideas, to make beauty
present in the world. All
forms of media are wel-
come: paint, colored pen-
cils, ink, collage, clay, pa-
per cutting, journaling,
writing, book making,
weaving, knitting, etc.
Bring something you are
already working on or start
something new. We meet
every third Wednesday of
the month.

Religious Exploration
Committee Meeting, 6:30
to 8 p.m., Wednesday April
25, RE Pod.

Women’s Lunch Group,
11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
April 25, at The Beach
House. Contact Judy
Thistlethwaite, 429-5923 or
jthistle@comcast.net to make
a reservation.

Macon County Progres-
sives, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 26, at
UUFD.

Web Of Life Game
Needs Volunteers

Once again, we’re taking
our Web of Life game to
the Festival of Spring at
Rock Springs Center. Since
Carolynn DeVore created
this game (was it 10 or
more years ago?), it
continues to be one of the
most popular attractions at
this annual event and

brings our message of the interconnection of all forms of
life to the next generation. Players choose to be a
traveling animal: a robin, eagle, rabbit, etc. and roll the
big dice on their journey to survival. On Saturday, April
21, we are scheduled in the main pavilion. The "we" is
YOU! Would you be willing to take a shift to help run the
game? (Your kids will love helping!) It is easy and FUN!
Contact Marge Evans at mmedec@aol.com or 864-2843.
Two shifts are open: 12-2 and 2-4.
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Jon Baxter Dies

We will be have an Easter Egg Hunt during
RE on Easter Sunday, April 1.

The second Sunday of the month, Chloe
will be teaching with Jay assisting.

The third Sunday, I will be teaching a
lesson from Touchstones using the monthly
theme of Transformation.

The fourth Sunday, we will have Jennifer
Sekosky and Linda Shroyer teaching RE
with Jay assisting.

The last Sunday of the month, Rev.
Michelle will be teaching RE. We hope that
all of you with children will consider having
them join us on this last
Sunday of the month, as it will
also be the very last time that
Rev. Michelle will be teaching
RE for the children here at
UUFD. (May and June will each
have a multigenerational
service.) Her lessons in RE
have always been insightful
and fun, and I think the
children will greatly miss her. All young
people, please plan to join us!

Emily Richard
RE Leader

The Rev. Doak Mansfield
has chosen the position as
minister with the UU
Fellowship of the Emerald
Coast in Valparaiso, FL. The
ministerial search
committee will continue to
seek a minister who’s a
good fit for UUFD.

There will be a Kids Night
Out 6 to 9 p.m., Saturday,
April 28. More information
will be out on Facebook
soon.

On Thursday, April 26, join
supporters of the Illinois
Environmental Council,
Illinois Chapter of the Sierra
Club and Faith in Place at
the Capitol in Springfield for
the 2018 Environmental
Lobby Day. In past years,
these events have been
vital in passing important

environmental policies,
including the Future Energy
Jobs Act, and it's more
important than ever to
make sure that state
legislators hear our
concerns loud and clear. If
you want to participate,
please tell Rev. Michelle,
and she can tell you who
else is interested.

�
Are you frustrated with the

federal
administra-
tion’s
regressive
environmen
tal policies?
Have you

bemoaned the state of
things in Illinois?
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Your Finance Committee has started
preparing the first draft of the budget, and
hopefully those of you involved in
committees have responded to President
Rene’s request for your realistic wish lists
for the coming year.

We expect to recommend continued
investments  in the Fellowship from our
trust as we work toward Sustainable
Growth.

Thanks again to all who participated in
fundraising this year (we exceeded our
goal) and made gifts of money, time and

talent to the fellowship. We’re all in this
together!

The Board (using the
recommendation of the
Finance Committee) has
set the calendar for the
preparation of the 2018-
2019 fiscal year: April 8:
Board discussion of first
draft budget; April 22:
Pledge Sunday; May 6:
Board discussion of revised
draft budget; May 20:

Congregational Meeting.
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Getting on Board
We have a new policy to increase our
building security during services. We will
lock the door beginning at 10:30. Late
arrivals may ring the doorbell, which we
can hear in the sanctuary.

In addition, Rev. Michelle reallocated
money from the minister’s discretionary
fund to MAX, which is a collaboration of
Decatur churches for provision of services.
Macon County Assistance eXchange gives
monetary support to persons who have
emergency financial needs. We will post a
sign about MAX on the front door.

The board also voted to place a “No Guns”
sign on our door. We need to find out
where to get one.

Eric DeVore gave a report on the ceiling
problem in the sanctuary. The issue is
highly unusual, caused by this winter’s
damp and cold weather. Moisture between
the roof and ceiling is causing some paint

to bubble off. Eric recommends we scrape
off the bubbles and do the touch-up

painting – costing $978. We then
would watch to see if this problem

recurs. Kathy Vaught  moved that
we rent a power lift in July to
change the light bulbs, dust the

shades and brush down the
bubbles in the ceiling.

In addition the door near the pulpit will be
replaced and the door in the RE Pod will
get new weather stripping (and a box to
catch the mail).

The board also discussed our aged carpet.
They decided as long as we can minimize
safety issues by keeping it reglued and
trimmed, it can be added to the wish list
and prioritized for future years. The board
is hopeful and cautiously optimistic for
increased membership in the future and
therefore increased pledges, which will help
purchase a new carpet.

From the Treasurer

Amy Stockwell
Treasurer
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Dearest Ones,
April is now upon us so
begins our last season
together. It is time to begin

thinking
and
talking
about
transi-
tions and
good-
byes.
Late this
month,
will be

the last time I am in RE
with the children and youth
and so will be the start of
our parting. I hope you will
encourage the children to
be present in class that
morning so they may have
as good of a good-bye
process as possible.

In the meantime, I’d like to
invite you to ponder the
distinction between
transition and transforma-
tion. UUFD is in transition.
You are saying good-bye to

one minister and do not yet
know who your next
minister will be or when
they will arrive. This
transition involves change

– roles will be reassigned,
priorities will shift, the
routine ways of a fellow-
ship’s life will be different
from how things have been
in the past. A return to lay
leadership and/or a new
professional ministry will
change to new patterns of
communication, new ways
of using space, new ways
of getting things done.
Transition is happening.
There is no getting around
it.

But transformation; well,
that’s all up to you. This
transition presents you
with an opportunity for
transformation; an oppor-
tunity that can be well-
used or squandered.
Transformation is bigger
than transition. It involves
major fundamental change,
rather than a simple
change of routines. It is
important to not mistake
the two.

Transformation involves
giant shifts in a congrega-
tion’s identity and purpose.
It requires acknowledging
who UUFD is now and who
or what UUFD wants to
become or wants to do in
the world. Will you become
radically hospitable? Will
you make the shift from
fellowship to congregation?
(And, by the way, that’s
not about size or numbers;

but processes, roles and
relationships.) Will you
engage in depth in a model
of shared ministry with
your next minister? Will
you build right relation-
ships upon a foundation of
covenant? What else might
you do or become?

Transformation is the
Touchstones theme for the
month of April, a rather
timely theme for UUFD. I
hope this topic will spark
some deeper discussions
about the role of UUFD in
the lives of its members
and friends as well as in
the greater world.

      In faith,
Rev. Michelle

In Michelle’s words

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office hours:
Monday: Day Off

Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
(most weeks)

Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fridays: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls for

urgent matters welcome.
Also by appointment.
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A UUANI Justice Event

Living our UU Values Beyond
Our Doors

A gathering of Central and Southern Illinois Unitarian
Universalists working to build beloved community in the world

Join us:
Saturday April 14

9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Abraham Lincoln UU Congregation, Springfield

YOU, the congregations of Central/Southern Illinois – Urbana, Decatur, Springfield,
Bloomington, Peoria, Quincy, Macomb, Alton, Mt Vernon and Carbondale – are invited

Come and share ideas and best practices with leaders in the fight for income equality,
racial justice, immigrant rights, and environmental justice.

Clarify issues:

Environmental justice | Faith in Place
Racial and restorative justice | UU Prison Ministry of Illinois

Immigrant Justice | C-U Friends Assisting Immigrants and Refugees
Economic justice | Fair Tax Campaign for Illinois

Develop strategies for action:

Integrated voter engagement | Faith Coalition for the Common Good
Building relationships with (lobbying) legislators
Working hands-on | UU Prison Ministry of Illinois
Bringing home the New Poor People’s Campaign

Worship | Reflection | Fellowship

Register at uuani.org “Calendar”
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Touchstones Theme: Transformation

Please join us in exploring the theme of  Transformation

The essence of  spiritual
practice is change, self-
transformation. If  you are on
any spiritual path you have to be
ready and willing to not fit in
where you used to, with the peo-
ple you used to and or the way
you’re used to. Why? Spiritual
practice changes you. It changes
you at the deepest levels.

…A spiritual practice should
have some kind of  effect on
you. It should make you feel
something different inside not
necessarily immediately but at
the very least, after a period of
consistent practice. Devi Sawh

Transformational change … oc-
curs when our foundational under-
standing of  ourselves and the world
around us significantly shifts, …
when we go beyond the bounds of
our current understanding and
awareness. We cannot think our way
through this change; we have to ex-
perience our way into it.

…The journey of  transformation
begins with an event in one’s life
sometimes referred to as “The Call.”
…The Call offers us an opportunity
to lean into the unknown and to ex-
plore the unforeseen. It is a portal to
adventure, …discovering …the po-
tential for a more fulfilling life….

Jim Marsden
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MidAmerica UU Buddhist Fellowship
(UUBF) Daylong Retreat, May 2018

Mark your calendars so you can attend the
first ever, one-day MidAmerica Unitarian
Universalist Buddhist Fellowship retreat, 9
a.m. - 5 p.m., at Lake County Unitarian
Universalist Church in Heartland,
Wisconsin (half-hour west of Milwaukee).
The Rev. Zenshin Florence Caplow will be
the keynote speaker.

Join us for a day of camaraderie, medita-
tion, dharma talks and
discussion with other
UUs interested in
meditation, mindfulness
and/or Buddhism.
Carpooling with Rev.
Caplow, minister of the
Champaign Urbana UU,
is a possibility. Home

stays will be available. For further
information and to be added to the email
list contact Terry Kinsey at mindful
@unitytemple.org. To register, follow this
Link: https://goo.gl/forms/
7HOY1dXs90EYbAWE2

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

Kathy Sorensen                     April 21

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

Lorelei Zaker is the editor of this
Newsletter.

  The deadline for the May edition is
April 23.

Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly eBlast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week.

Wednesday, June 20, to Sunday, June 24
Theme: “All Are Called”

Grounded in a deep belief that we are all
prophets, Unitarian Universalists ask, “How can
we faithfully meet the demands of our time?”

More details to come

Hear ye, hear ye
Leading a Sunday service soon? Please
submit the description and a photo of
your speaker. Have a big development in
your life, such as an honor or a
grandchild excelling in some activity?
Treat this Newsletter as your personal
announcement page. And please aim to
meet the deadlines – it makes life SO
much easier on the Newsletter editor.

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com

