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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.
March 4 – “Outlawing
Jellybeans and Other
Injustices”. How do we use

our power in
response to
injustice? In
this service,
based on the
story "The

Duke Who Outlawed Jelly
Beans" by Johnny Valentine,
a pompous and power-
hungry duke is gently put in
his place by the people in his
kingdom. When we use our
shared power in the name of
love, we can overcome
almost any obstacle. Join us
for a thought-provoking and
interactive whole-
congregation worship
service! This humorous
program will be led by the
children, youth and adults of
the RE program. They will
have a collection during the
service.

NOTES – Bring canned
food donations! Also,

rehearsal at 9 a.m. for
participants.

March 11 – “Decatur's
Anti-Discrimination
Policy”, Fred Spannaus.
As a community activist and
member of Decatur's Human
Relations Commission,
Spannaus will share results
of his 3-year investigation of
allegations into unlawful
discrimination and sexual
harassment in Decatur.

March 18 – “Rosa Parks”,
Rev. Michelle LaGrave.
Rosa Parks is well-known for
her refusal to move to the
back of a bus – but was she
just too fed up and too tired
to move one day, as the
story often goes? What does
it mean when the story of
fighting injustice perpetuates
injustice?

March 25 –  “Humility and
the Loss of Self”, Rev.
Michelle LaGrave and

Mark Branscum. Join us for
an exploration on the theme
of humility. Is humility a
virtue? What do the world’s
religions have to contribute
to this idea? How do ideas
about Humility and the Self
intersect or contradict each
other?

Remember the
Environmental

Workshop,
Saturday, March 3,

at UUFD.

See full details on Page 6
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Mindfulness & Spiritual-
ity, 7 p.m. Thursday,
March 1 and 15. This
UUFD group meets on the
first and third Thursday of
each month in the
Sanctuary to have a session
of silent meditation and to
discuss a topic of
spirituality related to
meditation practices. We
start promptly at 7 p.m.
with the meditation, so
please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence. The group is open

to any member or friend of
the Fellowship or anyone in
the community who is
interested. Contact Mel
Weinstein for information:
mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

Humanist Discussion
Group, 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, March 7.

The Women’s Book Club,
6 p.m. Wednesday,
March 14., at the home
of Barbara Hannon. The
book is Before We Were
Yours by Lisa Wingate.
Please RSVP at
Kathysorensen1@comcast.
net or 620-6850.

Art Night, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday (note
change), March 21.
Join us to play with art as a
form of spiritual self-

expression. We want to
explore ourselves more
deeply, to express our
ideas, to make beauty
present in the world. All
forms of media are wel-
come: paint, colored pen-
cils, collage, clay, paper
cutting, journaling, book
making, weaving, knitting,
etc. Bring something you
are already working on or
start something new.

2 a.m. Sunday,
March 11
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Jon Baxter Dies

Will CSA grow at UUFD?
Getting vegetables and fruits fresh from a nearby farm
appeals to many. That’s the idea of Community
Supported Agriculture, and we have a chance to
participate again this year.

On Saturday mornings last summer, varieties of
tomatoes, kale and other foods were delivered direct to
the church door. Eggs also were available to those who
bought the larger foodbasket portions.

The opportunity’s here again, and the dropoff period has
been lengthened. The foods will be delivered between
May and August. Full share price is $400 and half share
$200. A 10 percent discount is in place for UUFD
members.

Register ASAP at jubileefarmsclinton.com.
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Jon Baxter Dies

Please join us on March 4 for a multi-
generational service that is going to be a
lot of fun! We have been preparing for
weeks and are ready to do it! Outlawing
Jellybeans and Other Injustices!!

The play during the service on March 4 will
include a food drive! Please bring along
some canned or boxed goods to bring
forward during that time in the service.

Our theme for this month will be Humility.
In the last two Sundays of the month,
depending on attendance and ages, if we

have enough older children present, we will
do parts of the lesson from Love Connects
Us: A Program on Living in Unitarian
Universalist Covenant for Grades 4-5,
Session 12: Seeing Truth/True Seeing,
Activity 1: Story - Hard Truths. For the
younger children we will use the lessons
from Love Surrounds Us: A Program on the
UU Principles and Beloved Community for
Grades K-1, Activity 1: Story, Jesus
Teaches the Beatitudes.

Please join us this month! We
would love to welcome back
some of our older kids whom
we haven't seen in awhile!

Also, we have a new way to
communicate with families!
Lisa Coates made a new
Facebook group for us called UUFD
Families. If you aren't on there already,
please find us and join to see what's new in
RE, ask questions, make plans with other
UUFD families! We hope to see you here on
Sundays, and there in the fb group!

Emily Richard
RE Leader

Could you UUse a summer break?
   Picture you, the Missouri
Ozarks, biking, hiking, daily
services, climbing wall,
coffeehouse ...

   These are features of
Midwest Unitarian
Universalist Summer
Assembly, July 1-7 at Trout
Lodge near Potosi, Mo. You
could tent camp or stay in
an air-conditioned room in
the lodge.

   Where else are you going
to find a retreat with belly

dancing, labyrinth and
ukelele for beginners? There
are also structured
programs for all ages of
children. A river float trip is
available for additional fee.

   Yes, there’s fishing and
boating, activities that
remind one of the retreats
UUFD used to have at the
Allerton Park 4-H grounds.

   Tent camping is $375 for
the week, but there are also
lodges.

Three meals a day are
provided, with vegan,
vegetarian and gluten-free
options.

   Registrations are due by
May 31. The brochure is on
the foyer bulletin board. For
more information, go to
www.muusa.org.
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Getting on Board
Rev. Michelle will be drafting a policy to
increase our building security during
services. On Feb. 18, two men came into
the foyer and asked for money. They were
offered drinks and left without incident
after realizing a service was in progress.
The policy is expected to call for the weekly
greeter to remain in the foyer until 10:30
a.m. and lock the front door at that time.
People coming to the service will be urged
to arrive before that time. If they come
later, the policy is likely to have them ring
the building doorbell.

Believe it or not, the budget and pledge
processes are upon us. Treasurer Amy
Stockwell and the Finance Committee are
out in front of the process. They want to
produce a plan that meets our goals best
while facing serious income challenges. In
the process, they want the maximum input

from committees and others interested in
the church’s progress. Amy’s set of dates
includes:

April 8: first draft budget to be approved.
April 22: Pledge Sunday, a crucial day for
the whole congregation to stand up for
their desires to make UUFD the best.
May 6: revised budget, based on pledge
totals, presented to Board.
May 20: recommended budget to be
adopted at Congregational Meeting

UUFD again will partner with Jubilee Farms
on a Community Supported Agriculture
program. We’re expecting that our church
will be the dropoff point for Decatur. The
Board voted to buy a portion to donate to
Good Samaritan Inn.

Next Board Meeting: March 11.

From the Treasurer
We participate in the life of this Fellowship
in many ways and share our time, talents
and gifts to make it work.

One of the important activities is our
annual preparation and adoption of our
budget. While this is not the most fun

activity, it is one of
the most crucial. It is
how we express as a
group our shared
priorities, our
commitments to each
other, and our
acknowledgement of
the facts before us.
Think of it as an
exercise in thoughtful
discernment and
shared resolve—not a
bad thing at all.

The budget is also a way that we
communicate with each other throughout
the year, letting each other know what
projects are being accomplished and what
hurdles have been found.

The Board (using the recommendation of
the Finance Committee) has set the
calendar for the preparation of the 2018-
2019 fiscal year: 4/8 Board discussion first
draft budget; 4/22:  Pledge Sunday; 5/6:
Board discussion of revised draft budget;
5/20: Congregational meeting.

President Rene Verry will be contacting
those of you volunteering for committees
for input to the process. We need to hear
what your do-able wish list includes for the
coming months. I look forward to working
with all of you on this important part of our
lives together.

Amy Stockwell
Treasurer
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Dearest Ones,
I recently went shopping in
a local Decatur store. I
was, as usual,
accompanied by my
mobility service dog, Bella.
She helps me by picking up

things I
drop and
getting
help for
me when
I need it,
among
many
other
tasks. I
was

surprised to overhear two
older men talking about me
from the other end of the
aisle. They were looking
around rather helplessly
when one of them said,
“She can’t help us; she’s
blind” and then turned
away to look for help
elsewhere. They did this
despite the fact that
I was wearing glasses and
picking up items to look at
them before placing them
in my cart.

I’ve been noticing lately
that we humans often see
what it is we expect to see.
These two men apparently
were familiar with the use
of guide dogs for the blind
so when they saw a service
dog they also saw a blind
person. Information that

would have contradicted
their conclusion was
ignored or maybe even not
noticed at all. They saw
what they expected to see.

As a relative newcomer to
the area, I’ve noticed how
often people seem to talk
about Decatur from a
similar perspective. They
don’t expect to see much
to be proud about in their
town, and so they don’t;
whereas I see an
impressive park system,
significant efforts to clean
up dilapidated residential
and business areas, and an
amazingly low cost of living
– to name just a few
things. It’s as if the city
itself suffers from low self-
esteem.

I wonder if something
similar isn’t happening
within the Fellowship in
terms of its self-esteem.

In this time of transition
and uncertainty, when
much about the future of
the Fellowship might feel
up in the air, I encourage
you to examine your own
expectations. Are there
positive aspects of your
community you haven’t

seen because you don’t
expect to? Have you
ignored or not noticed
certain attributes? What is
going right in your
community, and can you
build on it from there?

In the end, I was glad
those two older gentlemen
thought I couldn’t help
them. As it turned out,
they had been looking for
maxi-pads. I do wonder,
though, if we had exited
the store at the same time
what the expressions on
their faces would have
looked like when I got in
my car and drove away...

      In faith,
Rev. Michelle

In Michelle’s words

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office hours:
Monday: Day Off

Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
(most weeks)

Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fridays: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls for

urgent matters welcome.
Also by appointment.
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2018 UUFD ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES
WHAT: Contemporary documentaries on the environmental issues of our time. Thought-provoking

conversation starters, exciting green strategies, & ways to get involved. Join us for our 11th

annual film series at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship (UUFD).

WHERE: Sanctuary, UUFD, 3773 N. MacArthur Rd (SW Corner of Mound & MacArthur Rds.),
Decatur, IL, 62526. Screen projection with stereo sound. Questions - contact us at 217-
864-2843 or at http://www.uufd.org/about-us/contact/

ADMISSION: FREE! But Donations Accepted ---- No One Turned Away If Seating Is Available.

CONCESSIONS: Fresh Theater-style Popcorn & Healthy Drinks Available at Low Prices.

EXTRAS: Surprise Film Shorts .... Cartoons .... Guest Speakers

Environmental Workshop – Saturday, March 3, 10am-3pm. Free to public, please RSVP.

10:00-10:10am Welcome
10:10-11:15am Multi-media Presentation - Delores

Logue, Environmentalist
11:15-11:45am Panel Discussion – Melody Arnold, Dr.

Norm Jensen, & Delores Logue
11:45am-12:50pm Lunch - Vegetarian Chili or Chili with

meat, side dishes welcomed.
1:00-1:45pm An Inconvenient Sequel - Truth to

Power (2017, 98 min.)
1:45-3:00pm Movie Discussion & Networking

Please RSVP – http://www.uufd.org/about-us/contact/ &
indicate the number attending.

An Inconvenient Sequel:
Truth to Power

Former VP Al Gore continues his
tireless fight, traveling around the
world to train an army of activists &
influence international climate policy.
In moments both private & public,
funny & poignant, he pursues the
inspirational idea that while the stakes
have never been higher, the perils of
climate change can be overcome with
human ingenuity & passion.

Free Environmental Film Series with Discussion Leaders (discussion follows each show)

7:00pm, Saturday March 17 7:00pm, Saturday March 24 7:00pm, Saturday March 31
Sustainable (2016, 92 min.) Tomorrow (2015, 120 min.) Catching the Sun (2015, 75 min.)

A multi-award winning documentary
examines America's food & farming
system with a powerful story of one
extraordinary 7th generation IL
farmer determined to create a
sustainable future for his community
& family. The future of agriculture,
secrets about human health &
environmental protection,
transforming profitless farmland, &
developing a local sustainable food
movement in Chicago are explored.

We are now more aware of the impact
of the “American Dream” on the way
we live. We need to focus our efforts
on changing our dreams before
something irreversible happens to our
planet. This optimistic, multi-award
winning documentary shows
alternative & creative ways of viewing
agriculture, economics, energy and
education. It offers constructive
solutions to act on a local level to
make a difference on a global level.

This multi-award winning
documentary tells the story of the
global energy transition from the
perspective of American workers &
Chinese entrepreneurs building
solutions to income inequality &
climate change with their own hands.
But who wins & who loses the battle
for power in the 21st century? Will
the U.S. actually be able to build a
clean energy economy?

Thanks to our
Sponsors:

Decatur
Audubon
Society

Community
Environmental
Council

UUFD – A Green
Sanctuary Congregation
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Touchstones Theme: Humility

Please join us in exploring the theme of  Humility

One recipe for a humble pie
captures the complexity of  hu-
mility itself. It calls for 2 cans
Understanding, 2 cups Love, 2
cups Compassion, 3 cups Hu-
mility, 1 cup Forgiveness, 1/2
cup Peace, 1/2 cup Acceptance,
1/4 cup Success, 1/4 cup Fail-
ure, 2 tbsp Temptation, 1 tsp
Remorse, 1 tsp Guilt, and 1 part
Humor; freshly sliced as a gar-
nish. These ingredients suggest
that the purpose of  eating hum-
ble pie is not to punish, but to
restore right relationship; not to
chastise, but to challenge; not to
criticize, but to care.
adapted from Valerie Sagheddu

To have humility is to experience re-
ality, not in relation to ourselves, but
in its sacred independence. It is to
see, judge, and act from the point of
rest in ourselves. Then, how much
disappears, and all that remains falls
into place. In the point of  rest at the
center of  our being, we encounter a
world where all things are at rest in
the same way. Then a tree becomes a
mystery, a cloud a revelation, each
man [or woman] a cosmos of  whose
riches we can only catch glimpses.

Dag Hammarskjöld
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Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Larry Hutchison   March 3
Rene Verry     March 5
Mel Weinstein    March 7
Darwin Shroyer    March 15
Sue Weinstein    March 18
Evan Zaker     March 19
David Kent Coy   March 20
Mary Lovell     March 21

Lorelei Zaker is the editor of this
Newsletter.

  The deadline for the April edition is
March 25.

Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly eBlast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week.

Cancellation Policy
When a service is canceled due to inclement
weather, an email will be sent to those who
receive the weekly eBlasts by 7:30 a.m. that
morning. If you don’t receive the weekly
emails,  call President Rene Verry, 433-0889,
or Dick Zaker, 791-3854, any time after
7:30 to inquire.

Wednesday, June 20, to Sunday, June 24
Theme: “All Are Called”

Here’s your opportunity to meet UUs from
throughout the country and other nations as

well. The large-scale ceremonies are inspiring,
and a wide variety of individual sessions let you
meet people who share your interests on almost

any issue.
There are daily worship sessions, tons of good

music, frequent dances and other social
opportunities. A distinguished speaker always

provokes thoughts at the annual Ware Lecture.
Oh, and the exuberance of the teens can refresh
even the most worn out of us older adults. Each

GA offers the chance at social justice and
community outreach.

Even if you can’t trek to Kansas City, online
coverage is available. For more information, go

to www.uua.org/ga.

Please use this link to
indicate which of the
UUANI upcoming
activities calls to you:
https://docs.google.co
m/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLS
evIdio3CXJy_DGFXBrX-
X_1Y60FEEttPHXWnaDjYk
_xatHiQ/viewform

Thank you for standing tall for justice!
       Margaret Shaklee

          UUANI

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com

