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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.
Jan. 7 – “A New Year”,
Rev. Michelle LaGrave. In
this annual tradition, Rev.

Michelle
preaches a
sermon based
on readings by
Robert
Fulghum
(himself a UU

minister and author of All I
Really Need to Know I
Learned in Kindergarten.
Come ring in the new year
with some laughter!

Jan. 14 – “Rosa Parks”,
Rev. Michelle. Rosa Parks
is well known for her refusal

to move to the back of a bus
– but was she just
too fed up and too tired to
move one day, as the story
often goes?  What does it
mean when the story of
fighting injustice actually
perpetuates injustice?  A
multigenerational service.

Jan. 21  – “Criminal
Injustice: Community
Policing in Crime Hot
Spots”, Melissa  Haynes.
The Urbana Police
Department, as a partner
with the University of
Illinois, has funding from the
National Institute of Justice
to conduct Phase I of a
research project. They seek
to realize positive outcomes
by integrating community
policing strategies into the
implementation of “hot
spots” policing. A mixed-
methods evaluation of the

impact on police-community
relations will be conducted.
Haynes is manager of the
project. Mark Sorensen is
service leader.

Jan. 28 – “The Rise and Fall
of Adam and Eve”, Rev.
Miley Palmer. Rev. Palmer
returns to UUFD to discuss

the ideas in
Stephen
Greenblat’s
latest book.
The story of
Adam and Eve
has served as
a mirror in

which we seem to glimpse
the whole, long history of
our fears and desires, as
both a hymn to human
responsibility and a dark
fable about human
wretchedness. Mark
Sorensen is service leader.

 www.uufd.org


We will have RE activities and child care for
younger children every week in January.
Our RE teacher Emily Richard will teach
Jan. 7. Rev. Michelle will do an
intergenerational service about Rosa Parks
Jan. 14. The plans for the last two Sundays
are still being worked out, but we’re sure it
will be fun!

A huge thank you to all who participated in
the Angel Tree this year! We were able to
buy lots of food for all three families and
give cash and gifts to two of the families.
The third family received gifts from another
project. Rev. Michelle and Micah made
deliveries on the Dec. 23. One mom shared
that her kids believe in Santa and will be
excited to see gifts from him this year. She
also showed us photos of her kids and told
us about them. All the families were
thankful for the gifts, some seemed
overwhelmed with the generosity shown to
them. You helped three families have a
merry Christmas - thank you!

Looking for a New Minister
The board unanimously decided that our
congregation will look for a full-time
contract minister through the UUA.
However, we will search in other locations –
UU churches, colleges with theology
majors, etc.The Ministerial Search
Committee includes Pat Rossiter and Mark
Sorensen, co-chairs; Bobbie Hartman; and
Sara Cothern. Faith Vaught is an ex-officio
member of the team, since she is
president-elect.

Fiscally speaking, we are on track and on
budget. I am very grateful for all who have
prepaid their pledges as well as for the
many many hours of volunteer time from
so many people that make the Fellowship
work!

We have taken the second installment of
the trust contribution, as
planned, and have used a
portion of it already.

At the request of our
insurance company, we
have installed sensors to let
us know if there is a water
leak when no one is in the

building—if you see some strange new
(small) equipment, please do not move!

The Finance Committee, after discussion of
various issues related to our operating
finances and our trust, recommended to
the Board that we search for a full-time
minister, and the Board approved this
recommendation.

In the coming months, we will be
examining options for dealing with the
financial issues from our recent losses of
key members.

FACEBOOK

UUFD is “facing” a new opportunity. We’re
taking a new look at making our Facebook
page more appealing and useful. We’re
interested in attracting our Fellowship
community, and the larger Decatur-area,
who don’t know what they’re missing.

For the past couple of months, we’ve been
looking around for the right mixture of
news, inspiration and miscellany to deliver

(Continued on Page 5)
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Treasurer’s Report

Amy Stockwell
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Humanist Discussion
Group, 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 3
(canceled) . This meeting
is open to the public and all
are welcome. Questions?
Contact
kathysorensen1@comcast.
net.

Mindfulness & Spiritual-
ity, 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan.
4 (canceled)and 18. This
UUFD group meets on the
first and third Thursday of
each month in the
Sanctuary to have a session
of silent meditation and to
discuss a topic of
spirituality related to
meditation practices. We
start promptly at 7 p.m.
with the meditation, so
please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence. The group is open
to any member or friend of
the Fellowship or anyone in
the community who is
interested. Contact Mel
Weinstein for information:
mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

Social Justice Book
Group, Noon, Sunday,
Jan. 7. Discussion of White
Trash: The 400-Year Untold
History of Class in America
by Nancy Isenberg Viking.
This book was one of the
NPR Best of 2016. Should
be a good discussion of
class and its effect on
society and the American
Dream.

The Women’s Book Club,
6 p.m. Wednesday, Jan.
10 at the home of Tina
King. The book is North
River: A Novel by Pete
Hamill. Bring a dish to
share for dinner.  RSVP
required to
kathysorensen1@comcast.n
et.

RE Committee, 6:30 Jan.
17.

Art Night, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday (note
change), Jan. 17.

Join us to play with art as a
form of spiritual self-
expression. The goal is not
to make crafts or works of
art, but to explore
ourselves more deeply, to
express our values and
ideas, to make beauty

present in the world. All
forms of media are wel-
come: paint, colored pen-
cils, ink, collage, clay, pa-
per cutting, journaling,
writing, book making,
weaving, knitting, etc. Bring
something you are already
working on or start some-
thing new. We meet every
third Wednesday (note
change) of the month.
Women’s Lunch Group,
11:30 a.m., Wednesday,
Jan. 24, Cheddar’s. RSVP
Judy Thistlethwaite, 429-
5923 or
jthistle@comcast.net.

The annual Martin Luther
King Jr. luncheon will be
noon Saturday, Jan. 13.
Tickets are $35 each or
$350 for a table. If you are
interested, please contact
Michelle ASAP. The speaker
is Lawrence Trimble.

Racial Taboo: Continuing
the Conversation, 6 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 4 and 18,
Decatur Public Library.

Gay and Lesbian
Association of Decatur
(GLAD), 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 13, UUFD.
Please contact Rene Verry,
433-0889 or
river1815@att.net for more
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I approached UUFD’s front door with
nervous anticipation that day in 1988,
unsure of what I would find. But I was
greeted warmly by several lovely folks and
felt immediately at home in the sanctuary.

During the enjoyable service, my curious
eye was drawn like a laser to a woman with
the brightest red hair I’d ever seen; she lit
up the room. It was June Allison, who, with
her soon-to-be husband Chelso Frescura,
also welcomed me expansively that day.

We three became fast friends for the next
12 years, and I quickly learned that June
“lit up” the entire world surrounding her.

June’s dedication to UUism in general, and
to UUFD in particular, was heartfelt and
unswerving. When it came to the Fellowship
itself, no physical to-do task was too
menial, no personal favor too large, and no
issue too insignificant for her attention and
caring. She embodied within her very core
the spirit and joy of our congregation,
making her an ideal ambassador for all
values and concepts Unitarian Universalist,
wherever her wanderings might take her.

But there’s more. I recently revisited the
phrase “Bloom where you’re planted,”
which Google tells me comes from 1
Corinthians. I will never know a person
better described by those words than June.
She was “planted” in Decatur, then
blossomed and thrived. Any concert,
lecture, panel discussion, community
forum, special- interest group meeting
anywhere in the city – she was there,
exercising her unending intellectual
curiosity.

Even the Gay and Lesbian Association of

Decatur (GLAD), a fledgling group at that
time, saw her and Chelso, straight and
married, at every monthly gathering. She
reminded us all that there is much
richness to be found in our cities, no
matter their size, wherever you look.

June’s and my paths diverged when I
moved to Dallas in 2000, but we managed
To keep in touch for a time before life
intervened for both of us. Her final years
were challenging, but I know she found
solace and support from the Fellowship
that loved her dearly.

At one particular GLAD meeting, June,
Chelso and I were entertained by the
glorious song “Colors of the Wind” by
Schwartz and Menken. Since so many of
its lyrics were June down to her soul, I
share a few in closing. I will never forget
her.

You think the only people who are people
Are the people who look and think like you
But if you walk the footsteps of a stranger
You’ll learn things you never knew you never
knew...
The rainstorm and the river are my brothers
The heron and the otter are my friends
And we are all connected to each other
In a circle, in a hoop that never ends...
For whether we are white or copper-skinned
We need to sing with all the voices of the
mountain
Need to paint with all the colors of the wind.
You can own the earth and still
All you’ll own is earth until
You can paint with all the colors of the wind.

This was composed by former UUFD Member
Catherine Ritchie. She is Materials Selection
Librarian of the Dallas, TX library.

June : A Tribute
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You could set your watch by his presence
near the middle of the second row of the
part of the Sanctuary directly facing the
pulpit. Ken’s memory will remain strong
with our members, years into the future.

UUANI
The Unitarian Universalist Advocacy
Network of Illinois (UUANI) wants to build a
cooperative relationship among the social
justice programs of UU churches in Central
Illinois. Your UUANI board has proposed an
arrangement of clusters in three areas of
Illinois to better allow congregations to
work and train together through UUANI for
a strong UU voice in Illinois.

UUANI has identified these campaign areas
for the 2018 legislative spring season: Fair
Tax, the issues of racism in prison ministry
and restorative justice, environmental
issues identified by the Illinois Climate
Table, and the economic justice dimension
of the Poor People’s Campaign. It seems
promising that Springfield will propose
legislation in each of these areas.

Depending on interest, UUANI would like to
work toward an in-person cluster meeting
with an advocacy training component
around these issues in Springfield the
weekend of April 7-8.  On the way to
that, they would like to know if UUs
interested in working for social justice
would like to participate in a series of
online ZOOM conversations beginning on a
weekday evening in the middle two
weeks of January.

If you are interested in participating in this
movement, please contact Rev. Michelle
ASAP! You can get more information from
Michelle, uuani.org, or by contacting
Margaret Shaklee of The Unitarian Church
of Evanston 847-328-7954.

Ken Robertson
UUFD lost a cornerstone of the Fellowship
in the passing of Ken Robertson. His
memorial service in December captured
the breadth of his personality, through
heartfelt statements by his children,
grandchildren and, in one case, a
neighbor. That person, who grew up
knowing Ken as a fatherly, generous
figure, was moved to tears.

Ken’s relatives related memories of being
with him to enjoy nature and learning. His
character was lauded with words such as
“dignity”. His memoirs, poems and short
stories were lifted up to demonstrate his
intellect, well beyond his prowess in
engineering. And yes, he was an actor in
Theatre 7.

His long, loving marriage to Jeanne also
was saluted often. Many current members
recall Jeanne’s graciousness in her many
contributions to church life.

Ken made his mark early and often with
UUFD. He joined in the mid-1950s (think
about how long ago that was), just after
the Fellowship was formed. He served as
president and helped launch the UUFD
Trust, which helps sustain our operations
to this day.

__________________________________
(Continued from Page 2)

what you need. A technology learning
curve may be our largest anchor here.

This is meant to be a two-way
communications “street”, so your opinions
and preferences for Facebook content are
welcome. Why not send them along to
dick.zaker@gmail.com? And mentioning
our site to your friends won’t hurt a bit,
either!
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Dearest Ones,
Our community ended the
last few months of 2017
with much loss.  Four of our

members
died within
the last four
months: Jon
Baxter, Jane
Brooks, Ken
Robertson
and June
Allison.
These losses

came on top of multiple
serious illnesses and
surgeries, the especially sad
death of a member’s
grandchild and the
stress of a ministerial
transition. That is a lot of
loss over a rather short
period of time for one
community to hold.

This is the time for us to
come together as a
community; a time to hold
each other in love; a time to
treat each other with
kindness; a time to slow
down, grieve our losses and
say good-bye.

Losses come in many forms,
not solely with the death of
a loved one.  People
experience loss when a
friend moves away
or when physical abilities
decrease due to aging and
illness.

Other losses include the loss
of a hope or a dream, the
loss of a relationship (as is
the case with divorce), a
home or a job. And yes, the
loss of a minister fits in
here, too.

All of these losses must be
grieved for and grief takes
its time.  There is no
rushing through grief or
getting it over with sooner
because it’s too uncomforta-
ble or painful; at least
not without experiencing
significant emotional and
spiritual consequences.

And so with the beginning
of a new year, let us carry
our memories with us as
well as our joy and our
grief, too.  A life lived well
carries it all: joy, sorrow,
laughter, tears, dancing and
wailing; praising all the

while.
In faith and with love,

Rev. Michelle

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office hours:
Monday: Day Off

Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
(most weeks)

Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fridays: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls for

urgent matters welcome.
Also by appointment.

In Michelle’s words

Rev. Michelle will be away
from Jan. 19
through Feb. 2 in part to
attend the UUMA’s Center
Institute on Excellence in
Ministry. The Rev. Martin
Woulfe (of the Springfield
UU) will be covering
pastoral care during her
absence. His  number is
217-801-2698.

Memorial Service
for June Allison

2:00 Sunday, Jan. 7
UUFD
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Touchstones Theme: Justice

Please join us in exploring the theme of  Justice

Power
without
love is
reckless
and
abusive,

and love without power is
sentimental and anemic.
Power at its best is love
implementing the
demands of  justice, and
justice at its best is power
correcting everything that
stands against love.

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Charity is no substitute for jus-
tice. If  we never challenge a
social order that allows some to
accumulate wealth—even if
they decide to help the less for-
tunate —while others are short-
changed, then even acts of
kindness end up supporting un-
just arrangements. We must
never ignore the injustices that
make charity necessary, or the
inequalities that make it possi-
ble. Michael Eric Dyson

Justice comes alive
within us

or it doesn’t come alive
at all.

Frederic & Mary Ann Brussat
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Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

Jay (Jasmyn) Zaker             Jan. 8
Ada Elder                            Jan. 15
Mark Sorensen                    Jan. 20
Caius Pajer                          Jan. 21
Hadrian Pajer                      Jan. 21
Amy Stockwell     Jan. 22

Lorelei Zaker is the editor of this
Newsletter.

  The deadline for the February edition is
Jan. 25.

Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly eBlast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of each
week.

John Hays, longtime friend of UUFD, is in a
nursing home after a stroke. Why not send

a card to cheer him up?
John Hays

Heritage Health
1225 Woodland Dr.
Mt. Zion, IL 62549

Member Vern Thistlethwaite is fighting a
health problem and could also use some
cheering up.

Vern Thistlethwaite
2529 W. Hunt St.
Decatur 62526

429-5923
vthistle@comcast.net

Cancellation Policy
When a service is canceled due to inclement
weather, an email will be sent to those who
receive the weekly eBlasts by 7:30 a.m. that
morning. If you don’t receive the weekly emails,
call President Rene Verry, 433-0889, or Dick
Zaker, 791-3854, any time after 7:30 to
inquire.

UUA President’s Statement
The Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, president
of the Unitarian Universalist Association
(UUA), today will announce the UUA’s
support and full participation in the Poor
People's Campaign: A National Call for
Moral Revival.

At the Washington, D.C. press conference,

the Rev. Frederick-Gray will express her
strong support for the Poor People’s
Campaign.  “As people of faith and moral
conscience, we must raise our voices and
call on our elected officials to work for the
good of everyone, not just the rich and
privileged. I am proud to stand with the
Poor People's Campaign . . . “

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com

