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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

November 2017

Nov. 5 – “On “Holy
Ground”. A celebration in
story and song of diverse
perspectives on faith and
the holy, with Rev. Michelle
LaGrave and featuring
Ashlee Richard on flute.

Nov. 12 – "’Nevertheless,
She Persisted’: How
Women Make a Differ-
ence in Government”,
Amber Lusvardi. Prof.
Lusvardi returns to discuss
the important role women
play when they are
represented at all levels of
government. How do we get
more women to run for
political office? What
barriers exist to women
running? If women run, do
they win? Also, why it's
important for our nation's
public policy for women to
have a seat at the table.
Amber Lusvardi is an
instructor of Political Science

at Millikin University and a
PhD student at Purdue
University. Mark Sorensen is
service leader.

Nov. 19 –
Multigenerational
Thanksgiving Service and
Potluck following, Rev.
Michelle. More information

on the Religious Education
page.

Nov. 26 – No service.
Celebrate the holidays with
loved ones.

After Service and Discussion

Sunday, Nov. 5
To jointly discuss how we will

move forward together to
sustain our fellowship.

Babysitting and snacks provided.

 www.uufd.org


2

Humanist Discussion
Group, 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Nov. 1. Dave
Snoeyenbos will present on
"The Rise and Decline of
Decatur". A discussion will
follow. New people are
always welcome.
Questions?  Contact
kathysorensen1@comcast.
net.

Racial Taboo: Continuing
the Conversation, 6 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 2 and 16.
Decatur Public Library.

Mindfulness & Spiritual-
ity, 7 p.m. Thursday,
Nov. 2 and 16. This UUFD
group meets on the first
and third Thursday of each
month in the Sanctuary to
have a session of silent
meditation and to discuss a
topic of spirituality related
to meditation practices. We
start promptly at 7 p.m.
with the meditation, so
please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence. The group is open
to any member or friend of

the Fellowship or anyone in
the community who is
interested. Contact Mel
Weinstein for information:
mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

The Women’s Book Club,
6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov.
8, at the home of Barbara
Hannon, 655 Country
Manor Dr. Please RSVP to
hannon2@aol.com. Bring a
dish to share for dinner.
The book this month is
Grant Park by Leonard
Pitts.

Gay and Lesbian
Association of Decatur,
6:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
11. Please contact Rene
Verry for information. The
November social will not be
UU. The December Holiday
Party WILL be at UU.

12:15 Sunday, Nov. 12,
Board Meeting.

4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 19,
PFLAG. Transgender Day of
Remembrance Worship
Service. Contact Rene Verry
for location.

Art Night, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 21.
Join us to play with art as a
form of spiritual self-
expression. The goal is not
to make crafts or works of
art, but to explore
ourselves more deeply, to
express our values and
ideas, to make beauty
present in the world. All
forms of media are wel-
come: paint, colored pen-
cils, ink, collage, clay, pa-
per cutting, journaling,
writing, book making,
weaving, knitting, etc. Bring
something you are already
working on or start some-
thing new. We meet every
third Tuesday of the month.

No Women’s Lunch
Group until January.

UUA Common Reads for
2017-2018 are Daring
Democracy: Igniting Power,
Meaning and Connection for
the America We Want by
Frances Moore Lappe and
Adam Eichen AND
Centering: Navigating Race,
Authenticity and Power in
Ministry, edited by Mitra
Rahnema. Discussion at
UUFD is slated for May.
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After Service
Nov. 19

Bring a dish to share. Drinks and
tableware will be furnished.
Come join us for delicious food
and great fellowship.

Get out there and sell those coupon books! The Fellowship gets to keep the $5 from the sale of
a book. Then, if we sell 75 books total, we will be entitled to a percentage of what the store
sells! We need to sell 33 more books to make it!

Bergner’s Fundraiser

Thoughts on Homecoming
The past several weeks have meant “homecoming” for more than Jasmyn Zaker (her
first one as a freshman at Mount Zion High School). Two former UUFD members have
visited Decatur recently.
Cathy Ritchie, who’s been living in Texas  the past several years, stopped by to say hi to
friends. Cathy is head acquisitions librarian for the Dallas Public Library. She also is an

avid reviewer of books, plays
and films for the library,
LGBTQ organizations and
others.
Don’t be surprised to hear in
the next few years that she
has moved back to Illinois,
at least as close to us as
Urbana.
Joan Brown, a much more
recent member of the
Fellowship, made a stop in
Decatur on her way to see
her nephew in Lafayette,
Ind. Joan has a wonderful
arrangement, living with
former UUFD minister John
Biedler and  his wife, Gwen,
in Tulsa, Okla.

Before
bed

Nov. 4
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Our Touchstones theme for the month of
October was Hospitality. For the first
couple Sundays of the month, we used
lessons from the Tapestry of Faith
program on the UUA website. We told
stories about a magic vase, and played a
game about leaving home and coming
back again. We learned about labyrinths
and used a finger labyrinth. We listened
to a story called Hare's Gifts and talked
about how the story was like our church
being our faith home, where every person
brings something different to make the
whole community better because they are
here!

The third Sunday was Rev. Michelle's day
to teach in RE. She talked to the children
about what a retreat is and told them
about the one she had just returned from.
She then provided materials for all the
children to make their very own "retreat
boxes" to keep and use at home.

The last Sunday of the month was our
annual tradition of trick-or-treating for
UNICEF. Thank you to all of you who gave
your change to the trick-or-
treaters, and to all the
children who joined us in
costumes!

Looking ahead to November,
we will have an intergener-
ational service on Nov. 19
for Thanksgiving. Please
plan ahead to come and
bring your children or grandchildren with
you! If you can arrive a few minutes early
we will have several different jobs
available for children to help out with
during the service!

Emily Richard
RE Leader

Grace Raleigh, 11, and Suzanne Prange, 11, auditioned and won
parts in the upcoming Moscow Ballet's Nutcracker, to be performed
at Kirkland on Saturday, Nov. 4. Grace is a
mouse in the Saturday evening show,  and
Suzanne is a child in the party scene in the 2
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. shows.

Carly Coates, 5, has joined Girl Scouts as a
Daisy. She is having a blast and making new friends.

Owen Haynes, 4, loved his tumbling class and is "reading" Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone with his mother.

Owen Raleigh swims for the YDSC Gators (formerly Decatur
Swim Club) and recently competed in several events at a local
meet with six other teams. He helped Decatur take 1st Place in
a freestyle relay.

Charlie McMillin
(almost 4) loved
hiking in the Shawnee
National Forest
recently with his
parents.
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Dearest Ones,
During a recent discussion
after my sermon on Radical

Hospitality,
we talked
about the
potential
impact
that the use
of tradition-
al theologi-
cal words
might have

on each of us and how
sometimes they can feel
painful. I suggested that
these kinds of words (sin,
salvation, redemption,
faith, communion, worship
etc.) are powerful symbols.
They cannot simply be dis-
carded, as the pain associ-
ated with them will remain
behind. Instead, I suggest-
ed, it is more helpful to
replace the meaning of
these symbols with defini-
tions that work or make
sense for us. In this way,
we can both reclaim a
powerful language of rever-
ence for ourselves and
more easily support the
spiritual growth of others
for whom these words are
necessary.

Our Touchstones theme for
the month of November is
one of those words ... faith.
Faith can be thought of as
trust. Many people say
they have faith in God;

they have trust in God.
Faith is usually followed by
“in”. Whether that “in” is
spoken or implied, there is
a belief that underlies faith.
When people say they have
faith in God, they have
trust in something they
believe to be true about
God; for example, trust
that God is good or that
God loves them. We all
have faith in something;
we have trust in something
– for some of us that is
God, and for some of us it
is something else. We
might have faith in the
power of love over hate.
We might have faith that
goodness will prevail over
evil. We might have faith in
the power of reason, or we
might have faith in the
scientific principles that
(begin to) explain our
universe.

What do you have faith in?
In what higher principles or
values do
you trust? I invite you to
take some time to reflect
on the role of faith in your
life. Whatever it is that we
have faith in, that is what
we worship (or hold up as
worthy). The words of
Unitarian minister Ralph
Waldo Emerson come to
mind ... A person will
worship something — have
no doubt about that.  We
may think our tribute is

paid in secret in the dark
recesses of our hearts –
but it will out. That which
dominates our imaginations
and our thoughts will
determine our lives, and
character. Therefore, it
behooves us to be careful
what we worship, for what
we are worshipping, we are
becoming.

Our Universalist forebears
taught us that God is Love.
If we have faith in Love, if
we hold up Love as worthy,
then we are becoming Love
embodied. In these turbu-
lent times, may each of
you embody Love.

In faith and with love,
Rev. Michelle

In Michelle’s words

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office hours:
Monday: Day Off

Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
(most weeks)

Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Thursday:  9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Fridays: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls for

urgent matters welcome.
Also by appointment.
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Amy Stockwell

From the Treasurer
In October, expenses were normal,
expected ones. We did take the first
installment of the planned withdrawal
from the trust of $10,000 as budgeted
and approved by the congregation. About
40% of our operating budget is paid for
from the generosity of past gifts (the
trust) while 60% comes from your current
generosity (the offering basket). Whether
big or small, I can feel the concern and
intent of your support for our Fellowship
when I deposit your checks. The last
Sunday of the month was a time of extra
special giving, as our kids (dressed in
their absolutely irresistible Halloween
costumes) collected a few pennies shy of
$100 for needy children around the world.
Thank you, kids, for your great concern
for others – your check to UNICEF is
already winging its way.

Welcoming 101
When you’re at a service and you see
someone you think is a first-time visitor,
jump right in – a) greet him or her b)
make it a point to make a name tag and
c) assertively encourage the person to
sign our guest book. This helps us follow
up to reinforce how much the visit and
the person means to us. Sometimes the
“official” greeter doesn’t notice a new
person – or has already gone into the
sanctuary. Thanks.

UUFD regular ‘in the House’
You’ve probably met Jen McMillin, whose
family has been attending UUFD very
regularly this summer and fall. You may
or may not know she’s running for the
Illinois House as a Democrat. Her 101st

District wraps around Decatur from north

to south. It now is represented by Bill
Mitchell, but he’s retiring.

“The state of Illinois
deserves better
representatives and
government officials who
understand the impacts our
families feel,” she says. “We
have to stand up for the
things that matter to us,

like education, health care, social
services, and our elderly.”

Smart gift spending
You want to select unique, meaningful
presents for loved ones this holiday
season. Suppose you could do that and
also play a part in promoting “living
wages and safe conditions for workers,
opening supply chains for artisans, small
farmers, and small businesses.” Your
bucks suddenly would have more bang.

You can do this by shopping with The
Good Buy. This is a service run by the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee,
a branch of our Unitarian Universalist
Association. All proceeds from each
purchase directly fund human rights

programs around the
world administered by
UUSC.

The array includes
socks and scarves,
bracelets and tote
bags, chocolate bars
and spices, garden

tools and baskets, balms and lotions,
holiday cards and ornaments and gift
cards.

Visit www.thegoodbuy.com  for their
whole catalog.

www.thegoodbuy.com 
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Photo Credits (from top to bo om)
Gerry Co  leʹs Circus, Guilford UK 2012, photo by DirkJan Ranzijian, April 18, 2012, (CC BY‑ND 2.0), h  ps://www.flickr.com/photos/
dirkscircusimages/7203276172
Bronze Sufi Dancer, photo by Ming‑yen Hsu, July 21, 2008, (CC BY‑ND 2.0), h  ps://www.flickr.com/photos/myhsu/2813893027

Imagine that you are at a circus. A skilled high-
wire artist has accomplished so many marvel-
ous feats that the audience has come to believe
that he can do almost anything. The ringmaster
addresses the crowd: “Ladies and gentlemen,
how many of  you believe that this daring man
can ride safely over the high wire on his bicycle
while carrying someone on his shoulders? If
you believe he can do it, please raise your
hand!” Many in the audience raise their hands.
“Very well, then,” says the ringmaster, survey-

ing all the raised hands, “now who would like to be the first to vol-
unteer to sit on his shoulders?” The difference between belief  and
faith is the difference between staying in your seat and volunteering

Touchstones Theme: Faith

Please join us in exploring the theme of  Faith

This is my living faith, an active faith, a faith of verbs: to question,
explore, experiment, experience, walk, run, dance, play, eat, love,
learn, dare, taste, touch, smell,
listen, speak, write, read, draw,
provoke, emote, scream, sin,
repent, cry, kneel, pray, bow, rise,
stand, look, laugh, cajole, create,
confront, confound, walk back,
walk forward, circle, hide, and
seek. Terry Tempest Williams

www.thegoodbuy.com 
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Great Dinners for Eight
A tasty good time was had by two raucous
groups on Oct. 21. Nine people filled the
home of Vern and Judy Thistlethwaite with
lively conversation, while eight others
enjoyed the hospitality of Rita Schwake.

Keeping tabs with Ken
Ken Robertson, a founding member of our
Fellowship, isn’t venturing out frequently
from home now. Let’s make it a point to
pay a visit or give him a call whenever we
can.

UUFD’s role in man’s life
Bob Fredrickson grew up in the Decatur
Unitarian church of the 1950s. In a
message sent to your Newsletter editor,
he recalls his church experiences in the
YMCA and later in the Unitarian House on
West William Street. Fredrickson now
attends a UU church in Halifax, Nova
Scotia. Lorelei can send you the entire
message if you email
Newsletter@uufd.org.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

Jennifer Raleigh        Nov. 7
Terry Ankrom          Nov. 19
Charlie McMillin         Nov. 23
Barbara French         Nov. 29

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

Lorelei Zaker is the editor of this
Newsletter.

  The deadline for the November
edition is Nov. 24.

Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in the
weekly eBlast – submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week.

Success at Panera
A big thank-you to the more than two
dozen who participated in the fundraiser
at Panera in October. Our part of the
proceeds won’t be known until later, but
the social value of the get-together was
through the roof. Many of those
attending showed some UUFD solidarity
by sporting their Fellowship-styled shirts.

Our condolences to Kathy Kline and Terry
Ankrom. Kathy’s granddaughter, Alyssa
Webb, died unexpectedly recently.

mailto:Newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com

