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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

December 2016

Dec. 4 – How Religion
Divides and Unites -
Hurts and Heals, Rev.
Miley Palmer. Rev. Palmer

is Minister of
Visitation at
the First
Presbyterian
Church in
Decatur. He
has degrees
from

McKendree University,
Garret-Evangelical
Theological Seminary, and
Christian Theological
Seminary. He has served as
pastor of churches in
Normal, Champaign,
Charleston, Urbana, and
Decatur, and as
Superintendent of 93
congregations in the Peoria
area.

Dec. 11– The Prophet’s
Birthday, Rev. Michelle
LaGrave. An exploration of

the importance of the
Prophet to Islam.

Dec. 18 – And I Still Rise,
Maire Foxx. The presenta-
tion will focus on the rele-
vance of Maya Angelou's
poem "And Still I Rise"  and

the message of hope it
offers regarding recent
social and political events.
She will also present the
children's focus. Foxx is in a
Ph.D program while working
full time at the University of
Illinois at Springfield. She is
working on her Ph.D. in
History with an emphasis in
Gender Studies, speaking on

such topics as Women in
America, Women in the
World, Diversity and
Multiculturalism in the
Workplace, the Modern
Middle East, and The Gay
and Lesbian Experience.

Dec. 24 –  4:30 p.m.,
Lessons and Carols, Rev.
Michelle LaGrave. A
traditional candlelight UU
Christmas Eve service.

Dec. 25 and Jan. 1 – No
Service. Spend the holiday
with your loved ones.

 www.uufd.org
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This month in RE on the first two Sundays
of the month, we will be learning about
winter holidays in different faith tradi-
tions. We will learn a little bit
about Kwanzaa, Hanukkah,
and Christmas, and possibly
winter solstice if we can fit it
into our limited time.

Then, on Dec. 18, we will
have the gift wrapping

party to get all the gifts for the family we
are providing Christmas for ready to be
delivered.

YOU can get involved helping the kids
with the Christmas Basket Project.  Mark
Sorensen explains how in the story below.

Real Cool Sunday School

This year, UUFD will again provide Christ-
mas cheer for a needy family from the

Decatur School
District. We
plan to buy
food for Christ-
mas dinner – as
well as for sev-
eral other
meals, and pur-
chase appropri-
ate gifts for all
the children in
the family. Part
of the fun is
always the
“wrapping
party” led by
the kids in RE,

which will be on Sunday, Dec. 18.

Of course, this is only possible with your
support. If you’d like to participate you
can donate several ways: put a check in
the collection plate with “Christmas
Basket” in the subject line so the treasur-
er knows what it is for; mail a check to
the Fellowship with the same labeling; or
give cash to Kathy Sorensen. This dona-
tion will be credited to you and added to
your donations to UUFD, but not counted
toward your pledge.

More details will follow about the family
we are helping, and families with children
in RE will be taking the leadership on this
project — but we need your help to make
a difference for at least one Decatur
family.

Join Christmas Basket Project

Emily Richard
RE Coordinator
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Mindfulness & Spiritual-
ity, 7 p.m. Thursday,
Dec. 1 and 15. This UUFD
group meets on the first
and third Thursday of each
month in the Sanctuary to
have a session of silent
meditation and to discuss a
topic of spirituality related
to meditation practices. We
start promptly at 7 p.m.
with the meditation, so
please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence. Dec. 1, the topic
will be "How to Consciously
Breathe."  The group is
open to any member or
friend of the Fellowship or
anyone in the community
who is interested in these
topics. Contact Mel Wein-
stein for information:
mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

Gay and Lesbian
Association of Decatur
(GLAD), 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 10, UUFD.
The group will celebrate the
holidays with a potluck and
White Elephant Gift
Exchange. Bring a gift
worth $10 or less. If you
have any questions, please
contact one of the co-
chairs: Jerry Bowman,
bufnjer@live.com, or UUFD
member Rene Verry.

The Women’s Book Club,
5 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
14, at the home of Bar-
bara Hannon. Please bring
a favorite poem or short
reading to share – with or
without  a holiday theme.
Also bring a dish to share
for dinner.  Please RSVP to
Barbara at
hannon2@aol.com.

Cayce Group Begins
Julie Lauper, a friend of
UUFD, is starting an Edgar
Cayce Search for God study
group with dream work,
study of the material and
meditation. Beginning in
January, it will be Sundays
1 - 3 p.m. once a month.
For location and more
information, contact Julie at
writeaware@gmail.com or
791-3669.

Standing With
Standing Rock Dec. 4
On Dec. 4, Unitarian Univer-
salists across the country are
holding an interfaith Day of

Prayer to support the
protestors in Standing
Rock, North Dakota. Rev.
Karen Van Fossan, Bis-
marck, N.D., says “Please
join us in spirit by praying
for the water and the water
protectors ... whenever you
are able”.

Rev. Michelle Returns
Rev. Michelle LaGrave is
recuperating from her
surgery right on schedule
and will return to us Dec. 6!

Humanist Discussion
Group, 6:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, Dec. 7. Kathy
Sorensen will present and
lead a discussion on
“Effective Altruism: How
We Can Do the Most Good”.
Everyone welcome; bring a
friend. Wine and snacks
provided.

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office Hours:
Tuesday: 3-5 pm

Wednesday: 1-5 pm
Thursday: 1-5 pm

Also by appointment

Mondays: Day Off
Fridays: Reading and

Writing Day - phone calls for
urgent matters welcome
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Since we’ve never had a full-time minister
at UUFD, I think we’ve had a learning
experience about just what “full time” looks
like. I thought I’d paraphrase the Minister’s
Report that Rev. Michelle gave to the Board

in mid-November.

One “hat” she wears is
Administrator: not formally,
but by virtue of being in the
building several days a week.
As such, she noted the
Fellowship has received a
$285 gift from the family of

Phyllis Read, the widow of Bob Hathaway,
who attended services when UUFD was
located at the Victorian House near
downtown.

Michelle’s report also noted that her duties
were being distributed among leaders while
she recuperated from her surgery, Nov. 14
through Dec. 6. She listed the two Sunday
services she led, another she attended as a
“civilian” and a service spent with our RE
kids. She had four sessions meeting with
Emily Richard, our RE coordinator (as her
supervisor), a session vainly trying to teach
the UUFD president how to upload
information to our new, supercharged
website and attendance at a Finance
Committee meeting and a conference with
the Presidents (this group including Past
Presidents Joyce Throneburg and Mary
Lovell, Vice President Rene Verry and me).

Michelle also was present at two meetings
of the GLBTQ youth group and the Nov. 12
Dinners for 8. She performed website setup
and maintenance. Her pastoral care
included multiple hospital visits for one
person, a nursing home visit and a
Community Gathering at UUFD for people
coping with the Nov. 8 election results.

There are likely responsibilities I
overlooked: For one thing, she engages in
a significant amount of reading, research
and reflection to prepare sermons. She also
has to sit through Board meetings!

What wasn’t reflected in her November
report was such activities as adult
education classes and Baha’i programs at
church.

I hope this insight into her work month
gives a little better concept of her
contributions. She’s a portal for newcomers
to UUFD – but she’s only one. We all must
accept our roles in joyfully welcoming
visitors.

Dick Zaker

Remember Trust Fund When Planning Giving
Since its inception in the 1980s, the UUFD Trust has been
managed solely by the three elected trustees. In October,
the trustees voted to move most of the trust assets to the
Unitarian Universalist Common Endowment Fund (UUCEF)
which manages similar funds for nearly 350 UU
congregations.

The trust provides financial stability to our small fellowship
providing funds for maintenance projects beyond the reach
of our operating budget. Recently, our congregation voted to
invest trust funds to invigorate and grow our faith community.

Established with a generous donation from Ken Smith, an
early UUFD member, the trust has recieved many donations
over the years – often in memory of a passing member of the
congregation.  Some of our members have named the UUFD
Trust in their wills. As you plan for your annual giving,
consider a tax deductible gift in the form of cash or stocks to
help sustain this endowment. Checks should be made to
UUFD Trust. Our current trustees are Eric DeVore, Vern
Thistlethwaite and Joyce Throneburg and can be contacted
with any questions.

Thoughts from the PreZ
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The Nov. 13 meeting was a “different
animal”, with a revised format. Until now,
much of past meetings have concerned
activities filtered up through our commi-
ttees. Board members have diligently dug
into those matters, perhaps inadvertently
redoing some of the work of committee
members.

   To get away from that, and to concen-
trate much about the future, we’re adopt-
ing an approaching that we might refer to
as “mission focused”. At this point, the
progress of our 3-Year Plan for Growth, is
that mission. We’re approaching the half-
way point of that project, which you
adopted at the 2015 Congregational
Meeting.

   Since the Plan is so important to the
long-range direction we intend to take, it
needs to be assessed and perhaps modi-
fied. For example: What standards shall
we set to judge how successful it’s been?
The Board also recognizes we made a
promise to you about the money we were
taking from the Trust to make it happen.

   So, we discussed how to frame our
analysis to do this big job. We plan to do
it in two stages: the first will be in Janu-
ary, when we’ll dig into the finances.
Another broad discussion will be held in
late January or early February at a Board
Retreat. By the end of this process, we
intend to have as specific as possible of a
way to assess our progress and how we
will go into the remainder of the second
and then the third year.

   Any comments you have about the way
this congregation-forming process is going

are welcome. You may send them to
president@uufd.org.

   Another action item involved amending
the budget to account for some mainten-
ance expenses. The transfer of $2,000
was needed to cover interior painting,
furnace work and rehabilitation of the two
chairs that are positioned behind the pul-
pit. The Board approved taking some
funds from the Hospitality, Advertising,
Religious Education, Newsletter and Child
Care line items to cover the expenses.
Board time was needed 1) to keep mem-
bers apprised of the impact on the various
funds and 2) because members of the
various committees had not been notified
of the proposed change ahead of time.
Nearly all of the committees, however,
were represented among Board members.

   What was tabled at the November
meeting was a session on Covenanting
and Right Relationship, as proposed by
Rev. Michelle. This is a procedure com-
monly done among UU churches, although
new to ours. Generally speaking, it in-
volves a commitment to a philosophy of
cooperation for the common good and
agreeing to ways that differences of opin-
ion can be observed. The Board ran out of
time to conduct the session because of
multiple members’ needs to be elsewhere.
The procedure is anticipated for the Dec.
11 meeting.

Getting ‘on Board’
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Melissa Hendrian is settling into her new
job as the crime analyst for the Urbana
Police Department.  Melissa’s background

is in criminal justice (as a
researcher for a non-profit).

After spending the first few
weeks learning about data
collection (office
/dispatcher), data entry
(clerks), and data extraction
(information technology),

Melissa attended the annual International
Association of Crime Analysts’ training
conference in Louisville.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

Judy Thistlethwaite                    Dec. 4

Dick Zaker                                 Dec. 4

Lorelei Zaker                             Dec. 30
If YOU want to get some recognition, email

newsletter@uufd.org

Lorelei Zaker is the editor of this
Newsletter.

  The deadline for the January edition
is Dec. 25.

UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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Yuka, whom they hosted eight years ago.
She is now a businesswoman with an
international company.

Reaching out
President Dick Zaker: president@uufd.org

Vice President Rene Verry:
vicepresident@uufd.org

Treasurer Mark Sorensen: treasurer@uufd.org

Secretary Melissa Hendrian:
secretary@uufd.org

Mark and Kathy Sorensen spent a week in
Japan as part of a 15-person Sister City
delegation celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of Decatur’s relationship with
Tokorozawa, Japan.  The Sorensens
toured Kyoto, Tokyo and Mt. Fuji. Kathy
loved trying exotic foods and being a part
of the annual “Citizens’ Festival” where
they set up a “Decatur Booth” complete
with a life-size cutout of Abraham Lin-
coln. But the most heart-warming part of
the trip was renewing old friendships with
Tokorozawa students who have traveled
to Decatur over the years, including
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