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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

 Sept. 4 – Labor Day – No
formal service, but join us at
10:15 at the Fellowship for
meditation, social time and
brown bag lunch. Rene Verry
will host.

Sept. 11 – Water
Communion, Rev. Michelle
LaGrave. We’ll begin our
church year with a traditional
water communion.
Remember to bring a small
amount of water that
symbolizes something
special about your summer;
perhaps a place you visited
or something you did right
here in Decatur.

Sept. 18 – He That Plants
a Tree Loves Others
Besides Himself, Dr. Judy
Parrish, Chairwoman of
the Millikin Biology
Department. Local reforest-
ation actions we can take
locally to combat global

deforestation and its impact
on the environment.

Sept. 25 – Voices of the
Poets, Rev. Michelle
LaGrave. Whether we listen
to Rumi, Hafiz, Oliver or
Tagore, poets of all faiths
have a common ability to call
us out of our mundane
experiences of the secular
and into the realm of the
sacred.

September 2016

Baha’i picnic

Potluck with the

Baha'i Community

5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 17

UUFD

Fun evening of getting to know one
another, listening to each other’s

stories, and practicing radical
hospitality.

 www.uufd.org
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Wouldn't it be fun to have matching UUFD T-shirts when we attend community
meetings, get involved in social action activities or
volunteer together? The Outreach Committee has a
sample of a shirt they designed with our logo on the
front and 'Nurture Your Spirit' along with our web-
site on the back.

The shirts can be ordered in Adult S – 3XL ($10/ea)
and Kids (2-4, 6-8) $8/each. The blue you see at
right is the color that won by popular vote. If the
cost is prohibitive for you, please contact Rev.
Michelle.

Orders, along with payment, will be taken through Sept. 11. Contact Rev. Michelle
about ordering.

Show your UUFD spirit and give others something to ask you about.

Show your UUFD spirit

Please help us welcome Emily Richard as
the new teacher for our UU youth!  Emily
brings 11 years of teaching experience to
her work with UUFD.  She is a mother of 3
children, and would be happy to tell you
all about her adventures in parenthood.

Emily is observing and getting to know
our youth, and will begin teaching in
September.  We are thrilled to have Emily
among us.

We are also happy to see Chloe Clark, our
babysitter, back with us after her foot

surgery.  The pink cast on her leg will be
with her for awhile, but it doesn’t slow her
down much.

Rev. Michelle will be leading the Religious
Education class on Sunday, Sept. 18.
Bring a friend!

Keep watching the Newsletter and the
weekly eBlasts for updated news about RE
happenings.  We are planning some fun
new activities, and we always welcome
your ideas.

Emily Richard in her own words . . .
My name is Emily Richard and I am
looking forward to learning more about
UUism and teaching RE.  I grew up in
Decatur and went to school at St. Teresa
and then went to Eastern Illinois

Continued on page 3

Emily Richard is new RE teacher
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Emily from page 2
University in Charleston, IL.  I earned my
bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood
Education at EIU in 1996.  I came back to
Decatur and was a substitute teacher for
a couple years and then taught Pre-K in a
few different schools for several years.  I
was a volunteer for Big Brothers Big
Sisters for many years and met my future
husband through my time at BBBS.  My
husband Keith and I got married in 2008.
I taught part time in a morning Pre-K
classroom for a couple years after getting
married.  In 2011 we started working on
having a family and I decided to stay
home.  We now have three children at
home.  Our son Mario is 4 years old, son
Alex is 9 and daughter Ashlee will be 11
next month.

School Supply Drive
GLAD is partnering with the Macon
County Youth Pride group to help youth
group chaperones and support for this
newly formed organization. Currently
they are requesting school supplies for
the middle and high school LGBTQI
youth with the following needs: multi-
pocket poly accordion files, 3-ring
binders, pencils, pens, post-it-notes,
colored sharpie markers, highlighter
markers, 3x5 index cards, pocket
folders, sticky arrow notes, and college-
ruled note paper. If you would like to

YOU could be a greeter
Vern Thistlewaite is lining up UUFD
Greeters for the coming year. You
would arrive at UU a little early, greet
folks, hand them an order of service
and invite newcomers to sign our guest
book Vern would like to get people to
volunteer regularly once a month. For
instance, Barb Hannon is going to do
the fourth Sunday each month. Please
contact Vern if you would like to help
out.

help these young people, many of whom
cannot safely be out and open to their
families, classmates, and teachers, bring
your school supplies to the UU
Fellowship on any Sunday and Michelle,
Micah, or Rene will get them to the
Friday night youth group meetings.

Bye, bye Biedlers
   Our former minister, John Biedler, and
his wife, Gwen, visited UUFD in late
August to bid farewell. They, and Joan
Brown, are moving to Tulsa, Okla. John
will be working part-time in the All Souls
congregation there. Joan’s move will
come after gallbladder surgery. We’re
sorry to see them go.

Lighter snacks
The Sept. 11 coffee host/hostess will
resume offering a snack with coffee and
tea. Just a small snack is encouraged.
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Our fellowship has been invited to join
other central Illinois UU communities to
participate in the Sept. 12 National Moral
Declaration Day of Action. The UU Church
of Urbana-Champaign and the Abraham
Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congrega-
tion in Springfield are sending groups to
this event.

The event will begin at about 10:30 and
end at approximately noon. The U-C
group has even offered to swing through
Decatur to pick up people.

The National Moral Declaration Day of
Action will be held at state capitols around
the nation. At 11 a.m. in every time zone,
faith leaders from diverse traditions and
people impacted by poverty, racism, and
injustice will come together to declare
that it is time for a moral revolution of
values.  They will deliver the Higher
Ground Moral Declaration declaring that
the deepest public concerns of our society
are not just political issues but moral
issues, namely: how we treat those on
the margins and establish peace, equality,
and justice for all. It seeks to turn public
discourse to higher ground, away from
extremist politics and policies that benefit

the few, and toward policies and laws that
value people and the planet.

Rev. William Barber, leader of the North
Carolina Moral Mondays movement and
speaker at this summer’s Democratic
National Convention, says, “We are called
to be the 'moral defibrillators' of our time.
Together, we can save the heart of our
democracy, and 'shock' this nation with
the power of love, mercy, and justice for
all.”

Please contact Rev. Michelle if you can
participate on Sept. 12.

Even if you cannot attend . . .
Please sign and share the Higher Ground
Moral Declaration put forth by Rev. Dr.
Barber, Rev. Dr. James Forbes, Rev. Dr.
Traci Blackmon, and Sister Simone
Campbell. The Declaration includes
sections on democracy and voting rights,
poverty and economic justice, workers
rights, education, healthcare,
environmental justice,  immigrants rights
and xenophobia, criminal justice, LGBTQ
rights, war mongering and the military.

UUFD joins Sept.  12 National Moral
Declaration Day of Action, Springfield

Unitarian Universalist Advocacy Network of
Illinois at last year’s National Moral Declaration
Day of Action in Springfield.

Delegates react to a speech by the Rev. William
Barber during the final day of the Democratic
National Convention in Philadelphia. (Michael
Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)
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Mindfulness & Spiritual-
ity, 7 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 1 and 15.
This UUFD group meets on
the first and third Thursday
of each month in the
Sanctuary to have a session
of silent meditation and to
discuss a topic of
spirituality related to
meditation practices. We
start promptly at 7 p.m.
with the meditation, so
please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence. The group is open
to any member or friend of
the Fellowship or anyone in
the community who is
interested in these topics.
Contact Mel Weinstein for
information: mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

Humanist Group, 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Sept. 7.
Delores Logue will lead the
discussion on the topic:
Plutocrats and Oligarchs:
can democracy be
reclaimed? The group will
also discuss an earlier
meeting time, as per a
request.

Gay and Lesbian
Association of Decatur,
6:30 p.m. Saturday,

Sept. 10. This group meets
the second Saturday of
month for a potluck dinner
and program. If you have
any questions, please
contact one of our co-
chairs: Jerry Bowman at
bufnjer@live.com or UUFD
member Rene Verry.

GLAD was founded in
February 1993 to promote
equality between women
and men, and the LGBTQI
and straight community.

Our mission is to: offer
opportunities that facilitate
social interaction; provide
community service; educate
the public about LGBTQI
issues and concerns;
combat social injustice; and
serve as an advocate for
the LGBTQI population in
Macon County.

We are a welcoming group
open to adults who identify
as gay, lesbian, bisexual,
transsexual, queer-identity,
and straight.

The Women’s Book Club,
6 p.m. Wednesday, Sept.
14 at the home of Barbara
Hannon.  The book is
Americanah by Adichie.
Please RSVP to Barbara at
hannon2@aol.com if you’d
like to attend.  Bring a dish

to share for the potluck
supper.

We’ll miss you,
Decatur Vegetarian
Society
For years, the Decatur
Vegetarian Society has
hosted their monthly
potluck and meeting at our
fellowship. However,
because of a proposed new
policy that would change
rules for building rental, the
DVS now finds it necessary
financially to meet
elsewhere. From now on,
they will meet at the
Decatur Public Library. The
DVS hosts a potluck at 6:30
p.m. every third
Wednesday of the month.
They ask that you please
bring a vegan dish to share
and your own table service
and drink.  Or, you can just
donate $5. If you would like
to be notified about future
meetings,
contact Mel Weinstein:
mel.weinstein.domehome@
gmail.com.
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Dearest Ones,
With this edition of the
newsletter, we begin our
new church year.  Welcome
back, welcome home,
welcome for the first time!
We have an excit-ing year

ahead
of us,
beginn
ing
with
two
great
events
this

month.  On Monday,
September 12th, UUs and
other faith leaders and
community organizers will
gather in Springfield for the
National Moral Day of
Action.  Yes, this is the
Moral Monday movement!
The morning will be capped
off by a presentation to the
Governor of the Moral
Declaration.  (If you
haven’t signed it yet, see
our Facebook page for a

link.  If you don’t have
internet access and would
like to sign it, let me
know.)  We will be asking
for things like living wages,
clean energy, equal
education, fairness in

criminal justice, voting
rights and affordable action
– all moral issues that we
can agree on across a
diversity of faiths and
peoples.  We are working
on a plan to share rides
with some of the UUs from
the Champaign-Urbana
church.  I hope many of
you will be ready to join
us!

With faith and love,
Rev. Michelle

In Michelle’s words

Thank you, Nic!
Nicholas Sanders did a great
job as our pianist when
Christina was gone. Nic is
going to be a senior at
Millikin University this
coming semester.  He has
been a Commercial Music
major for his four years
there and has been involved
in the Jazz Bands and choirs
at Millikin.  Born and raised
in Marion, Nic has been
playing piano since the age
of six and has been perform-
ing ever since.  With his last
year at Millikin starting, he
hasn’t settled on an after-
school plan, but is starting to
look for graduate schools to
pursue a Master’s in Theory
and/or Composition.  He
would like to thank the
congregation for letting him
play for these few Sundays
in August.

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office Hours:
Tuesday: 3-5 pm

Wednesday: 1-5 pm
Thursday: 1-5 pm

Also by appointment

Mondays: Day Off
Fridays: Reading and

Writing Day - phone calls for
urgent matters welcome

Defying the Nazis: The
Sharps’ War  will air on PBS
Sept. 20. The Ken Burns
documentary is about a UU
minister and his wife who

risked their lives to save
hundreds of political
dissidents and Jewish
refugees fleeing the Nazis.
The companion book, by
Beacon Press, will be
available starting Sept. 9. For
more info: http://www.uua.
org/action/defying-nazis-
sharp-story

UU documentary on PBS Sept. 20
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Progress on a revamping UUFD website should be coming soon. Rev. Michell hopes it
will be up and running in an early form sometime in September.

How do we know if we’re on track with the Fellowship’s Sustainable Growth plan? The
Finance Committee is helping us devise a way to guide us. Weekly Sunday attendance
will go into the mix. We’ve kept those numbers going way back in history, but we’re
going to standardize our counting in terms of “members/regulars”, “visitors” and “kids”.
Mark Sorensen, Rene Verry and Dick Zaker were designated to be responsible to see
that the count is accurate.

The increased brightness and beauty of the interior of our Fellowship, especially the
Sanctuary, was noted during the meeting. Pat Rossiter
described some of the work continuing on the ornate
chairs that ordinarily are placed behind the pulpit.

You’ll read elsewhere in this Newsletter about the
contribution made by Millikin students on Work Day.
We’re going to explore how to build the bonds between
the university and ourselves.

Please join us at our (your) next Board meeting, noon
on Sunday, Sept. 11.

A special thanks to Kaycee Fuentes and the
14 Millikin freshmen who arrived at 9 a.m.
and worked to almost noon on our work day.

Work that day included: 60 daffodils got
planted, the gardens were cleaned, bushes
were reduced, light pole painted, all windows
washed inside and out, all screens cleaned,
all woodwork cleaned and oiled, new
bathroom light switches, new Service Berry
tree in the front door garden, all tot toys
cleaned, RE all cleaned, furnace room cleaned
out, kitchen cabinets all labeled, shed cleaned
out, sidewalk grass edged, fallen branches
picked up, area behind UUFD cleaned up,
large corner sign reinforced and spiffed up.

Much thanks to the following members:

Terry Ankrom, Lynn Crow, Rex Crow, Marge
Evans, Barbara Hannon, Melissa Hendrian
and Owen, Mary Lovell, Stuart Black,Jennifer
Raleigh, Pat Rossiter, Darwin Shroyer, Linda
Shroyer, Elizabeth Jeffery, Kathy Sorensen,
Judy Thistlethwaite, Vern Thistlethwaite,
Joyce Throneburg, and Rene Verry.

Mark

Thank you!

Pat Rossiter adds a touch of blue to
one of the Sanctuary walls. Pat,
Kathy Sorensen and Rene Verry are
working on making the Fellowship
Building more welcoming.

Board highlights
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Former UUFD Member Dies
If you attended our
congregation when we were
in the old Victorian
house, you might remember
Phyllis Read. She married
Robert Hathaway, and their
children included M. Christa
Lee and Charla Hathaway,
who made our stained glass
window and visited us during a service
this summer.

Phyllis Read, 94, was a beloved teacher,
counselor, world traveler/lecturer, mother,
grandmother, and friend. She died June
23 among family and friends comforting
her final days.

Phyllis earned her bachelor’s degree in
Home Economics at the University of
Illinois, and later received her Master of
Science in Education/Counseling at Millikin
University.

Phyllis taught school and counseled
students as she plunged into a lifetime of
humanitarian activities, serving as 4-H
club leader, Unitarian Universalist activist,
Guardian Ad Litem, and Global Volunteer.

In 1976, as a member of the US-China
People’s Friendship Association at the
University of Illinois, she was selected as
one of the first Americans to represent the
United States in traveling to Communist
China—paving the way for Westerners.

Phyllis leaves her six children and their
spouses: Rondalyn Hathaway and husband
Gene Strait, Joline Hathaway, and Charla
Hathaway of Austin, Texas; Christa and
husband Peter Lee of McAllen, Texas;
Cynthia Hathaway of Keaau, Hawaii; and
Thomas Hathaway and his wife Lupita of
Steamboat Springs, Colo. She will also be
missed by her seven grandchildren.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

Deonne Orvis           Sept. 13
Kathy Kline              Sept. 23

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

Lorelei Zaker is the editor of this
Newsletter

  The deadline for the October edition
is Sept. 20.

UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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Rather than gifts or contributions, the
family says you can share with her your
prayers and dreams as wished upon her
“Phyllis Read” star, just left of the Leo
constellation… “a loving tribute to her
bright and beneficent life”.

You can read Phyllis’ entire obituary with
this link to the Putnam County, IL
newspaper –  http://www.putnamcounty
record.com/2016/07/08/phyllis-read/
a9tytml/

From the PreZ
Sorry, our newsletter was so full this
month we had to pull the president’s
column! If you need to get a hold of him,
he is at president@uufd.org .

Happy Birthday!

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:uufdnewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:president@uufd.org 

