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Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. Decatur, IL 62526 Phone: (217) 875-5442 www.uufd.org

Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted
   We offer religious education for children

and child care for babies.

(Please follow this to Page 3 )

May 1: “The Presidential
Election and the Illinois
Political Standoff" with
Larry Klugman
   With more than 40
decades of teaching at
Richland Community
College, Klugman is the
dean of political science
teachers in our area. So
many are the questions!
Service Leader: Vern
Thistlethwaite.

May 8: "Mothering God"
with Rev. Michelle
LaGrave
   Whether you believe in
God or not, we all have
gods we worship, i.e.,
ideas or concepts we
create which we hold up as
worthy. On this Mother's
day, we invert the
traditional concept of God
as a parental figure and
consider what it might
mean to be a parent of
God.

May 15: "(Learning to)
Make a Joyful Noise"
with Rev. Michelle
LaGrave
   A hymn sing based on
songs in the teal hymnal,
“Singing the Journey”. If
you've wanted to learn
new songs or get better at
singing some of the newer
songs in our UU tradition,
this is your chance.

May 22: “The Easter
Rising” with Dr. Robert
Sampson
   At the centenary of the
Irish revolt against Great
Britain, Millikin history
professor Sampson will
discuss the freedom
movement in Ireland in
1916. How did this event
affect the future of Ireland,
and what can we learn
about the suppression of
freedom and methods of
conflict resolution?  Service
Leader: Mark Sorensen

Transitions – and
passing the baton

   The 2015-16 church year was one
of scrutiny, development and
transition! We have worked hard,
each of us in our own way.
   The transition to
our new church year
involves some new
faces on our Board
of Directors and
Trustees. Our
incoming Board will
be a blend of
experienced and
new members,
allowing for both
continuity and new
perspectives. Our
Board members will
be working with
Rev. LaGrave, and all of us, toward
our ultimate and imperative goal of
Sustainable Growth as we enter the
second year of our 3-year plan.
   Year 2 of our plan will involve
some transitions in our habits and
expectations, as we navigate the
delicate balance between familiar
and new ways of doing and of
being.
   Some new elements for experi-
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May 29: Memorial Day – No service
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Dearest Ones:
 Standing in front of my closet not too long
ago, I noticed that my clothes were beginning
to appear unseasonable. I realized that once
again, it is that time of year – time to put

away the heaviest of
sweaters and take out
the dress shirts.
   I imagine there are
people out there who
keep all of their
clothes out year

round, ever handy at a moment’s notice, but I
don’t have that kind of space in my closet.
   And so, the careful folding away of winter’s
clothes begins and the delight of shaking out
the packed away clothes of spring returns.
Soon the round of clothing exchanges will
continue with the retrieval of summer shorts
and swimsuits. And so it is that we routinely
adapt to the changing temperatures of the
seasons.
   We do something similar, I think, with our
emotional and spiritual lives.  The seasons of
our spirits change, and we adapt our clothing
to suit. Few of us have room enough in our
emotional closets to hold all the joy, sorrow,
grief, laughter, gratitude and anger that we
need to fuel our spirits all at once. We engage
in a continuous process of carefully folding
away the adaptive skills and emotions which
aren’t needed in the now in favor of those

which are more seasonable with the current
temperatures of our lives. And so it is that we
routinely adapt to our spiritual and emotional
environment.
   Recently, though, it seems like I’ve been
rapidly opening and shutting those spiritual
drawers in an unusual bit of emotional frenzy.
From the joy of spring emerging and the
celebration of Easter to sitting with those who
have been recently bereaved, from the
excitement of planning a bold, new future for
this congregation to sitting with the anxiety
surrounding congregational finances, from the
happy witnessing of all the ways this
Fellowship comes together as a warm and
caring community to the sadness of the
upcoming Yom haShoah (Holocaust
remembrance day) and Memorial; it seems
like I am on a bit of a spiritual roller coaster.
   In the end, though, I find myself
remembering there is a season for everything
– a season for holding loved ones close, a
season for looking at old photographs and
remembering, a season for fear and anxiety, a
season for taking risks and dreaming big
dreams, a season for church meetings filled
with laughter and good-natured ribbing, and a
season for sitting in the sun.
Whatever spiritual seasons we may encounter
this month, we will share in them together.

   In love and peace,
Rev. Michelle

In Michelle’s words

April 20, either at newsletter@
uufd.org or the Newsletter mailbox in

New film about
Unitarians
On Sept. 20, people will be

talking about two historic UUs
with a boost from
documentary filmmakers Ken
Burns and Artemis Joukowsy.
   “Defying the Nazis” tells
how Waitstill and Martha
Sharp, a Unitarian minister
and spouse, helped people

escape Nazi-occupied Europe
at great personal sacrifice.
   UU congregations and
groups can use this unique
opportunity to deepen their

faith and share the UU values
the Sharps embodied.
   Later this spring, faith
development, interfaith
dialogue and outreach event
resources will be available to
engage with the film and the
accompanying Beacon Press
book. Using these resources,
UUs can sign up to host local
events for fall 2016.

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
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Co-Presidents’ report continued

The birthdays
Julie Shields ................................... May 19

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

(continued from Page One)

mentation may include
“radical hospitality”, non-
Sunday fellowship, new ways
of involving our youth and
adults together, new con-
nections between Humanism
and Spirituality and new ways
to connect with others in our
local community – to name a
few.  Please share your
ideas/reactions with Rev.
LaGrave or a member of our
Board.
   In the meantime, there are
programs to arrange, services
to lead, coffee to serve,

gardens to maintain, illnesses
to nurture; social events to
plan, youth to be supported
and educated, bills to be paid
… and on and on.
   As we step back into our
quieter roles as Past-
Presidents, it is hard to
adequately express our
heartfelt appreciation for the
work done by all of you during
our year as Co-Presidents.
Our gratitude cannot be
overstated.  No matter how
hard we pushed – and
sometimes begged! – we
found tremendous help from

our members and friends.  We
are grateful beyond words.
   We are now pleased to
support the transition to
incoming President Zaker’s
leadership. He has been very
involved this year as Vice
President and is ready to work
with all of us to achieve that
overarching goal of
Sustainable Growth.
   With our thanks, to each of
you,

Mary and Joyce,
Joyce Throneburg and Mary

Lovell president@uufd.org

Help for Syrian refugees
   More than 4.8 million Syrians have fled
their home country due to the civil war,
according to the United Nations Human Rights
Commission.
   First Presbyterian Church & The Islamic
Center of Greater Decatur have formed the
Syrian Refugee Joint Project, which will collect
items needed by refugees on Saturday, May
7, from 9 a.m. to noon.
   The collection will take place at the Islamic
Center at 1635 Huston Drive, on Decatur’s
north side.
   They request that only the following items
be donated:
� Sleeping bags
� Powdered infant formula (no liquids accepted)
� Diapers
� Infant and toddler clothes and shoes
� Summer clothes (long sleeves and pants)
� Tee shirts (no inappropriate styles or printing, please)

� Tennis /walking shoes and socks
   The project cannot accept other donated
goods. They will accept monetary
contributions. Checks should be made out to
either “The Islamic Center of Greater Decatur”
or “First Presbyterian Church” and earmarked
for the Syrian Refugee Joint Project.
   Members of the two congregations will sort
the donations at the site. Volunteers will
transport the items to the Rahma Relief
Foundation site in northern Indiana, which will
ship them to refugee centers in the Middle
East and Europe.
   Please consider giving to ease the
enormous human crisis in the Middle East.
   For more information, contact:
Pati Ramsey
pati.ramsey2@yahoo.com
872 5943

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:president@uufd.org
mailto:pati.ramsey2@yahoo.com
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   The Humanist Discussion
Group will gather at 7 p.m.
on Wednesday, May 4, at
UUFD. David Snoeyenbos will
lead discussion on "Where
does humanism fit on the
political spectrum? Do we
have any presidential
candidates with a humanist
streak?

   The Mindfulness &
Spirituality group will meet
on Thursday, May 5 and 19,
at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
   The goal is silent
meditation and discussion on
a topic of spirituality related
to meditational practices.
   Please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence.
   Contact Mel Weinstein for
information: mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

   “Just Flicks” concludes its
season of social justice films
on Sunday, May 8.
   UUFD’er Mark Sorensen will
present “Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington” at 6 p.m. at
Central Christian Church.
Discussion may involve
whether Donald Trump looks
like Jimmy Stewart.
   Free. Snacks provided.

Science, Consciousness,
and Technology (SCAT)
Group will gather on
Wednesday, May 11 and 25,
at 7 p.m. in the Sanctuary to
discuss a current nonfiction

book on any of the three
subject areas.
   The current book is “What
is Life?” by Addy Pross.
Contact Mel Weinstein to
learn more:
mel.weinstein.domehome@
gmail.com

   The Women’s Book Club
will meet on Wednesday, May
11, at 6 p.m. in the home of
Sharon Zimmerman, 8973 E.
School Road in Argenta.
   This month, the book is
“State of Wonder” by Ann
Patchett.
   Bring a dish to share and
RSVP with Sharon at 795-
2283.

   Find a quiet, relaxing and
reflective meditative practice
during an evening of
mandala making on
Thursday, May 12, at 7 p.m.
   The dictionary defines
“mandala” as “a schematized
representation of the cosmos,
chiefly characterized by a
concentric configuration of
geometric shapes, each of
which contains an image of a
deity or an attribute of a

deity.” Don’t let that scare
you: Rev. Michelle will
deconstruct that definition
to create that calmness you
need.
   The next GLAD gathering
will be 6:30 p.m. On
Saturday, May 14, at the
Fellowship.
   Besides being supportive
of the LGBTQ community
and sometimes activist,
GLAD gets downright
sociable. “The Community”
and their allies will share a
potluck.

   The Decatur Vegetarian
Society will potluck again
on Wednesday, May 18, at
6:30 p.m. at the
Fellowship. All you need is
a vegan dish to share and
your own table service and
drink. Or  just bring a $5
donation and enjoy the
best vegetarian meal in
Decatur!
    Contact Mel for
information:
mel.weinstein.domehome@
gmail.com

Bible study: Come, beef
up your knowledge at this
liberal discussion of the
Bible on Thursday, May 26,
at 7 p.m.
   At each meeting, a
different book or portion of
the Bible is explored.
Contact Rev. Michelle with
any questions.

mailto: mel.weinstein. domehome@gmail.com
mailto: mel.weinstein. domehome@gmail.com
mailto:mel.weinstein.domehome@gmail.com
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What’s up with
summer?

   What kind of summer services will we
have this year at UUFD?
   Rev. Michelle will be doing some
regular Sunday services this summer,
with the schedule yet to be determined.
   The rest of our summer Sundays could
be experiments in simplicity. A lot of
work goes into the preparation of a
regular lay service, and we might want
to try some less labor-intensive
approaches to our summer Sundays.
   We might choose to have NO service
on selected Sundays. We might even
want to simplify (eliminate?) the Sunday
coffee and snack time on our regular
Sundays.
   Ideas under consideration include:
� TED talks shown on the screen in the

sanctuary, with volunteers to lead
the some type of discussion and/or
service

� Meditation and/or poetry for up to an
hour, with no other formal service

� Family picnics, with a few brief
readings, and Joys and Concerns

� insert YOUR idea here

   We want to hear from you. Please
email your thoughts about summer
2016 to Mary, Joyce, Michelle or Dick.
We will use your thoughts and have a
plan ready for the June/July newsletter.
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Remember:

   The deadline for the May edition is May 20.
UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com

UU literature – for sure
   The recently passed Earth Day is a good
jumping-off point for reading about the
environment. One of the Beacon Books on
this topic is “When God Isn’t Green”. Law
professor and humorist Jay
Wexler travels the world to
answer the question: “aquestion
“Can religious practice and environmen
tal protection coexist?”
   Beacon Press, the UUA’s publishing
arm, also is highlighting our books
for two occasions: the UUA’s
Climate Justice Month and
the national Sexual Assault
Awareness.
Month.
   Beacon also is highlighting the current
epidemic of legislation against the trans and
gender queer community in North Carolina
and throughout the country with a blog,
Beacon Broadside. Access the Beacon books
collection at www.beacon. org.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

New editor
   Lorelei Zaker will assume the editor’s
position of this Newsletter, beginning with
the June-July edition.
   Please extend to her every courtesy as
she finds her own way to an even better
communications tool for all of us.
   Oh, and MEET DEADLINES.

mailto:uufdnewsletter@gmail.com

