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Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. Decatur, IL 62526 Phone: (217) 875-5442 www.uufd.org

Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted
   We offer religious education for children

and child care for babies.

(Please follow this to Page 3 )

Dear Ones,
   Where I grew up, there was an old
adage: March comes in like a lion and
leaves like a lamb. I do not know yet
whether that saying applies to Central
Illinois, though I have certainly felt
the winds of winter. I imagine you
have as well, perhaps both literally
and metaphorically.
   Change has
been rampant
at UUFD for the
past several
months, from
the sudden
departure of
your past minister to all the changes
which come with a new minister and
an interim process.
   Together, we have systematically
reviewed just about every aspect of
congregational life, from membership
to finances, to hospitality to social
media, to worship/services, to history
to religious education.
   Through all of this, I have found
UUFD to be amazingly resilient, warm,
gracious, hospitable, adaptable and
healthy.
   Changes have been made and
will continue to be made, though I

In Michelle’s words

2016

March 6: “Lifelong
Learning and Civic En-
gagement at Your Li-
brary” with Rick Meyer
   Decatur’s City Librarian
will explain how the library
can be at the heart of
community. Amy Stock-
well will be service leader.

March 13: "Just a Little
Bit Different" with Rev.
Michelle LaGrave
   Listen to voices from the
world of differing abilities.
What challenges are found
in the secular and spiritual
worlds? What are the
blessings? What is it that
unites us all?

March 20:  "Shakespeare
Corrected" with Alex
Miller
   Mr. Miller is an associate
professor at Millikin Univer-
sity. Over five years at the
Decatur Correctional Cen-
ter, he has created Shakes-

peare Cor-
rected. This program
places undergradu
ate students
together with offenders
in a nine-month

collaborative
process,

resulting in a fully mounted
production of Shakespeare's
work. Participants develop
the intangibles of respect,
responsibility, empathy,
dedication and love. Rev.
Michelle is service leader.

March 27: "With Joy"
with Rev. Michelle
LaGrave
   Let's welcome the season
of spring and rebirth with
this Easter celebration. The
children of the Religious
Education program will host
a "Reverse Easter Egg Hunt"
after worship where the
ADULTS get to go find the
eggs the children have
hidden!

 www.uufd.org
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Weather cancellation policy
When a decision to cancel a service

is made, an email will be sent by
7:30 a.m. If you don't have email or
question whether we plan to have
service, you are always welcome to
call one of the board members.

   Turning the corner on
winter weather, as some
of the early bulbs are
blooming in the tranquility
garden!
   Our congregation can
be very proud of the
response to the board’s
capital campaign appeal
last fall for several facility
maintenance issues.
   The finance committee
reported at the February
board meeting that
$13,120 was received.
The issues addressed
were replacement of
damaged exterior siding,
removal of two trees,
trees trimmed to improve
parking lot lighting and
the addition of guttering
over the main entrance to
reduce ice accumulation.
   There is one
outstanding item on the
list still being researched
– the improvement of the
sidewalk and drainage to
reduce ice accumulation.
   The board voted to
extend Rev. Michelle’s
contract for another
church year.

   The Outreach commit-
tee is researching new
UUFD website options.
This project will utilize the
$1,500 Chalice Lighter
grant awarded in January.
   Upcoming events in the
church calendar include
our annual Pledge Drive
and formation of a
Nominations Committee
to build the leadership
team for the upcoming
church year.
   With our 3-year plan
well underway, this is an
exciting time to invest in
the future of UUFD.
   Our next board meeting
is Sunday, March 13 at
12:15 p.m.

Joyce and Mary,
on behalf of your Board

Joyce Throneburg and Mary
Lovell president@uufd.org

News from your UUFD Board

Welcome, new members

Rev. Michelle and Co-President Joyce
Throneburg are flanking Rene Verry
and Sara Lovell-Troy, the newly
minted members of our Fellowship.
If you don’t already know these
women, you have a treat in store
when you do so.

The birthdays
Mel Weinstein ................... March 7
Darwin Shroyer ............... March 15
Sue Weinstein ................. March 18
David Kent Coy ............... March 20
Mary Lovell ....................  March 21

March right over to your keyboard and send
us your birthday, you infidel!

newsletter@uufd.org

Bringing
awareness
to Crayola

The deadline

March 20, either at newsletter@uufd.org or the
Newsletter mailbox in the Fellowship office.

Editor Dick Zaker–
UUFDNewsletter@

gmail.com

Find us on
the Internet

Facebook
page: UUFD -

Unitarian
Universalist
Fellowship of
Decatur, IL

Twitter: UU
Decatur

TECH TIP:
Search the UUFD
page and like it
 Share and like

our posts
   Let Rev.

Michelle know if
you would like

something
posted

mailto:president@uufd.org
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:uufdnewsletter@gmail.com
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In Michelle’s words
(from Page One)

hope the changes to come
might feel more like the
refreshing and revitalizing
breezes of spring than the
winds of winter.
   Soon to come will be a
survey about all of the
ministries of UUFD. I am
excited to hear more of your
ideas, hopes and dreams for
next steps and hope each of
you will participate.
   I am also happy to say your
Board recently voted to
extend our ministry together
by another year.
   I was greatly impressed by
the warmth and community

sprit which shone through
during the recent soup supper
and am excited to experience
more of the same. Thank you
to each and every one of you
who has made our time
together, thus far both
productive and joyful!
   In the spirit of faith and
love,

Rev. Michelle
Office Hours:

Tuesday: 3-6 p.m.
Wednesday: 2-5 p.m.,
also by appointment.

Friday: Day Off
michellelagrave@gmail.com

or minister@uufd.org
860-539-3248 (cell)

VOICES WANTED! - Are you
a person who is just a little bit
different? Maybe you have
had a brain injury or need
assistance with mobility?
Perhaps you have dyslexia or
a mental health condition?
Maybe you read lips or use a
hearing device? Perhaps you
have some memory loss,
dementia or chronic pain.
   If you are willing to share a
little bit about your journey
through the worlds of differing
abilities, please contact Rev.
Michelle.  A service on this
subject will be held on March
13.

   Showing on Saturday, March 12, is “Divide
in Concord”. Jean Hill, a fiery octogenarian, is
deeply concerned about the Great Pacific
Garbage Patch. Since 2010, she has
spearheaded a grass-roots campaign to ban
the sale of single-serve, plastic bottled water
in her hometown of
Concord, Mass. In
the same town that incited the American
Revolution and inspired Thoreau's
environmental movement, can one
senior citizen make
history? A tense nail-biter of a vote will
decide.

   Showing on
Saturday, March 19, is
“Ingredients”.
"You can pay the
doctor or you can pay
the farmer". “Ingredi-
ents” illustrates how
people around the

country are working to revitalize that con-

nection. Narrated by Bebe Neuwirth, the film
takes us across the U.S. from the diversified
farms of the Hudson River and Willamette
Valleys to the urban food deserts of Harlem
and to the kitchens of celebrated chefs. The
film is a journey that reveals the people
behind the movement to bring good food back
to the table.
   Showtime is 7 p.m.; admission is free,
although donations are accepted.
Concessions (organic popcorn made with
unrefined oil ), along with healthier drinks will
be available for a nominal price.
   Feel free to stay after each screening for
a short discussion led by a guest speaker.
Please come out to support your Green
Sanctuary Committee in these outreach
events. Co-sponsors include the Decatur
Audubon Society and Community
Environmental Council.
   Let’s make sure this year’s series is another
success. Volunteers to help on film nights are
appreciated. Please sign up on the sheet in
the foyer.

2016 Environmental Film Series Continues
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   The Humanist Discussion
Group will meet March 2 at 7
p.m. In the Fellowship. The
topic will be “Can Democracy
Work in an Increasing Complex
and Diverse Society”. Jim
Palmer will be the discussion
leader.

Mindfulness & Spirituality
will meet at 7 p.m. On March 3
and 17 in the Sanctuary to
have a silent meditation and to
discuss a topic of spirituality
related to meditational
practices.
   Please arrive early and enter
the Sanctuary in silence.
   Contact Mel Weinstein:
mel.weinstein.domehome@
gmail.com

   The Women’s Book Club
will meet Wednesday, March 9,
at 6 p.m. at the home of Tina
King, 3478 N. Water St. The
book is “A Man Called Ove” by
Frederik Bachman. RSVP to
Kathy Sorensen at 620-6850
or kathysorensen1@
comcast.net.
   Bring an appetizer, side dish
or dessert to share.  Soup will
be provided by Tina.

   The Science, Technology,
and Consciousness (SCAT)
Group will gather at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, March 9 and 23 in
the Sanctuary.
   Currently reading: “What is
Life? How Chemistry Becomes
Consciousness” by Addy Pross
   Contact Mel Weinstein for
information: mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

   GLAD, a social, supportive,
and sometimes activist group
of GLBTQ people and their
allies.  All are welcome!
Potluck on Saturday, March
12, 6:30 p.m.

   The Decatur Vegetarian
Society will host its monthly
potluck at 6:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 16, at the
Fellowship.

   Bring a vegan dish to
share and your own table
service and drink. Short on
time? Just bring a $5
donation.
   Contact Mel Weinstein for
information: mel.weinstein.
domehome@ gmail.com

   Join Rev. Michelle for a
discussion of the book “Just
Mercy: A Story of Justice
and Redemption” by Bryan
Stevenson Tuesday, March
22, at 7 p.m.
   Stevenson, founder of the
Equal Justice Initiative, has
dedicated his legal career to
defending those who are
trapped by an often capri-
cious, political and willfully
unjust criminal justice
system: poor people, people
of color, children and others
over whom the system has
run roughshod.
   “Just Mercy”, the UUA
Common Read for the year,
speaks to justice, mercy,
and compassion, themes of
concern to us as Unitarian
Universalists and as human
beings.

   It's almost that time of year!
Flowers blooming, animals
emerging from their burrows,
and sunshine, sunshine,
sunshine! The children have
been having a grand ole time
in the RE room, and we can't
wait to continue! We have
learned about Fibonacci and
seeing the miracles in the
nature, and we have relaxed
with yoga. We have spent a lot

of time getting to know each
other too!

   I hope that you have a great
Spring Equinox! Don't forget I
am always available via email
at ccwilson@millikin.edu.

See you soon! -Miss Cara

March 6: Miracles
March 13: Rock Springs hike

March 20: Miracles
March 27: Easter (Reverse

egg hunt)

RE: Miracles and more

RE Lock-in
   Thursday, March 24, 9
p.m. to 8 a.m. at the
Fellowship
   The movie will start at
9:30.
   Bring your sleeping bag,
pillow, toothbrush and
toothpaste and jammies!

http://mel.weinstein.domehome@ gmail.com
 mel.weinstein. domehome@gmail.com
http:// mel.weinstein. domehome@gmail.com
mailto:ccwilson@millikin.edu

