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Our services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted

   We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

June 5 – Innovative Courts
& Paths to Sobriety. Macon
County Associate Judge
Thomas L. Little will explain
the successful programs in
place in our circuit courts to
help high-risk/high-need
individuals with nonviolent
felony charges make their
journeys to sobriety. Beyond
the impact on individuals, these
courts have the goals of
reduced recidivism and time in
jail while enhancing public
safety. Amy Stockwell, service
leader.

June 12 – For the Love of
Trees, at Dreamland Lake
Pavilion, Fairview Park.
Elizabeth Jeffery will present
an intergenerational and
informal service, followed by a
"bring your own" picnic. Steve
John will play guitar. Youth can
bring their fishing poles and
catch fish.  We hope to have a
"Find that Tree" scavenger
hunt.  Bring your friends!

June 19 – Flower
Communion, Rev. Michelle
LaGrave. Come join in this
simple yet joyful practice begun
by Norbert Capek, one of our
Unitarian "heroes".  Remember
to bring a flower with you, but
if you forget, there will be extra
flowers so all can participate.

June 25 – Sunday Worship
(at) General Assembly!  Join
a few thousand other UUs for
this morning service, which is
sure to be moving. The live
service will be streamed into
our very own sanctuary. As we
are coordinating with General
Assembly, there is a significant
time change. Worship begins
at 9:30 and will go to 11
a.m.

UUFD on the move
Because of some interior
maintenance being done, MOST
of our July activities will NOT
be in our building. Watch your
emails, especially Michelle’s

regular “This Week at UUFD”
for our updates.

July 3 – No formal service, but
join us at 10:15 at the
Fellowship for meditation,
social time and brown bag
lunch.

July 10, 17, 24 – TBA.

July 31 – Blooming Prairie.
Meet at 10:15, rain or shine,
at the Throneburgs’ farm.
Weather permitting we'll walk
(or ride) through the prairie
and share some earth centered
readings. The farm is 5 miles
east of Assumption – just a
short, 15-minute drive for most
of us. If you would like to
carpool, meet at the fellowship
at 9:45. If you need directions,
email president@uufd.org.
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RE Corner
Mary Lovell and Kathy Sorensen have agreed
to co-chair the RE committee for the coming
year, and we will be asking for input/advice/
guidance from parents AND kids about how to
make RE at UUFD important and rewarding
for all our kids. We are delighted that Chloe
Clark will continue to provide child care for
the younger children and help out with the
older ones where appropriate.

Summer is always a little less structured, but
below are our plans for June. I have included
“Mary” or “Kathy” after each Sunday so you
will know who is in charge. Please contact
either one of with ideas, concerns and offers
to volunteer. As always, help from all UUFD
members and friends is needed! Please share
your talents with our children!

June 5 –  We have two potential plans.  We
will either develop our writing and acting
talent to present a short play for the June 19
Flower Communion service – OR – we will
develop our own UUFD logos and paint our

own t-shirts. Creativity and fun either way.
Babysitting will be available. Mary Lovell.

June 12 – Intergenerational service at
Dreamland Lake Pavilion, Fairview Park. We
will have a short service about trees and
native plants, and we will be challenged to
find the trees that match the leaves that will
be shared. And, kids can fish in the pond.  We
will finish with a picnic – bring your own picnic
lunch. The babysitter will be there to assist
with the younger kids. Mary Lovell.

June 19 – Intergenerational Flower
Communion with older kids helping to tell a
story through their own writing and acting
talent. Costumes might even be involved.
Child care will be available. Kathy Sorensen.

June 26 – HEXAHEXAFLEXAGRAMS. Kathy
will lead a really cool activity that helps us
think about changes, and the changes within
us. Yes, kids will actually get a chance to
make a hexahexaflexagram (spelling
corrections welcome!). Babysitting will be
provided.

mailto:president@uufd.org
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Dear Ones,
As I write this, I’m preparing
to go to PrideFest.  Though
summer might not officially
start for a few
more weeks, the
beginning of Pride
season signals to
me the beginning
of summer. Pride
is a time of bright
colors, outdoor
booths and music, fun and
laughter; a time which seems
to encapsulate the spirit of
summer. I am looking forward
to the upcoming festival as
much as I am looking forward
to the many services, events,
and happenings of UUFD.
With hopefully glad spirits, I

invite you to look forward as
well…
Look forward to outdoor
services, flower communion,
live steaming of General
Assembly worship services,
lectures and programs, a new
and much improved website,
improvements to the UUFD
building, and roving programs
and services for the month of
July!

Whether it’s outdoor festivals,
family vacations, or time for
personal renewal, I wish you
all a joyful and blessed
summer.
                         With Love,

Rev. Michelle
P.S. Whether you stay at
home or travel far, remember

your WATER for water
communion in early
September!

On one picture-perfect day in May, I found
myself relaxing on the bench in the UUFD
Tranquility Garden. A plaque on that
handsome bench reminds us that it was
installed in the memory of Rosemary Idleman.
Those of you who have only a few years of
association with us missed out on Rosemary,
a remarkable woman. I began thinking of how
much of an impression she made on me when
I started coming to services in the early
1990s. Rosemary was dignified yet
approachable, intelligent and always
displaying an avid interest in the Fellowship.
Rosemary was one of the icons of the church.
She and the likes of Ann Limerick, Ed
Seymour, Sue Donovan, Jeanne Robertson
and Wayne Gregory seemed to be the
“grownups” to this newcomer. After a
moment, I realized our church today has
plenty of grownups. The bench I was sitting
on – that got there by virtue of the efforts of

a grownup. The verdant garden that
surrounded me – more grownups. The
building standing close by – recently
maintained through the efforts of grownups.
UUFD survives, well into our seventh
decade, by what you all do.

If you believe in Sustained Growth,
it’s in your hands to make it happen.
You’ve got good, caring people as
leaders, but they’ll just take us so
far.

So share your ideas, share your energy, yes,
share in the excitement to come. You may
never know it, but someday, some new UUFD
member may secretly consider you one of the
admired “grownups”. I’m at
president@uufd.org

 Dick Zaker

In Michelle’s words

Rev. Michelle LaGrave
Minister, Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of
Decatur, IL

michellelagrave@gmail.
com or minister@uufd.org

860-539-3248 (cell)

Office Hours
Mondays: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls
for urgent matters
welcome.
Tuesdays: 3-6 p.m.
Wednesday:s 2-5 p.m.
Also by appointment.
Fridays: Day Off

Thoughts from the PreZ

mailto:president@uufd.org
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Women’s Book Club will
skip June and meet at 6 p.m.
July 13. The place has not yet
been determined, but the
book is My Beloved World by
Sonia Sotomayor. Please
contact Kathy Sorensen in
July to find out where we will
meet.

GLAD (Gay and Lesbian
Association of Decatur) meets
the second Saturday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. at UUFD.
Besides being supportive of
the LGBTQ community and
sometimes activist, GLAD
gets downright sociable. “The
Community” and their allies
will share a potluck.

No Bible study in June.

The Mindfulness &
Spirituality group will meet
as scheduled at 7 p.m. on the
first and third Thursdays in
June/July

 The Science, Technology,
and Consciousness (SCAT)
Group will go on hiatus for
the summer.

The Mindfulness &
Spirituality group will meet
at 7 p.m. on the first and
third Thursdays in June/July

in the Sanctuary to have a
session of silent meditation
and to discuss a topic of
spirituality related to
meditational practices.
   They start promptly at 7
p.m. with the meditation, so
please arrive early and enter
the Sanctuary in silence.
   Contact Mel Weinstein:
mel.weinstein.domehome@
gmail.com

Coffee Time
During June, July, and August
we will have only drinks – no
snacks – after the service.
Those who sign up to help will
make and serve only coffee
and/or other drinks. We will
need host/hostesses to sign
up to prepare those. Thanks
for volunteering to help!

UUFDevelopments
SPRUCING UP: Big efforts
will be made in July to clean,
paint and otherwise freshen
up our beloved building.
Projects are likely to include
wall crack repairing, RE room
floor reconditioning and wall
painting, and Sanctuary
redecorating and carpet
cleaning. The scope of this, of
course, depends on how
much energy and time we
can spare. Please contact

Dick Zaker,
president@uufd.org.,
about getting involved.

BOARD MEETING: Here
are some highlights, from
May 15:
** reminder to mark
events you have coming up
on the calendar in the
kitchen
** we’re looking into the
Adopt a Street program
** Amy Stockwell and
Joyce Throneburg have
made their first networking
visit to neighboring UU
churches; ideas already are
flowing
** discussion on the sign at
the parking lot entrance
warning that unauthorized
vehicles may be towed.
Issue is: Is it welcoming vs.
Is it a necessity to
discourage people from
stashing their vehicles
here.
** discussion was begun on
coordinating with Millikin
students on a work day
** discussion on how to
judge whether groups using
our building should be
charged
** our housekeeping
service will be re-evaluated
** steps are about to be
taken with our website
adviser, including photos of
officers, to vastly improve
our presentation/welcome
to social media visitors
** pledges are running
about $4,000 behind last
year, with almost all of the
most significant donors
accounted for

http://mel.weinstein.domehome@ gmail.com


The annual gathering, on May 15 this year, was
well-attended. Rev. Michelle outlined what
she’s initiated in her 10 months with us,
including Adult Religious Education activities.

“We are here. And we have begun”, Mary
Lovell reminded us about the progress toward
reinvigorating our Fellowship in the first year of
our Sustained Growth Plan. One year ago,
Mary said, a tiny handful of dedicated people
were
struggling to
keep the
doors open.
In the
meantime:
1) a full-time
minister was
incorporated
into our
church life,
2) an
initiative was made toward professional
Religious Education service, 3) important
upgrading was done to our building, 4) a
strong Finance Committee was formed to
sustain us, 5) steps were taken to establish a
vibrant presence on social media, and 6) new
life was injected into efforts to engage our
present members/friends and attract new ones.

Continuing an appreciated tradition, Ken
Robertson rose to report on our UUFD Trust.
The Trust, now in its 28th year, stood at
$370,577 on April 30, 2016. That figure
reflects the first-ever withdrawal of principle, to
help finance some of the progress noted in the
preceding paragraph. Ken’s decades of
nurturing the Trust to its ongoing strength
were recognized by a photo booklet of some of
Ken’s achievements, presented by Amy
Stockwell. Dave Snoeyenbos, another of the
three Trustees, was presented with a service
certificate. Ken and Dave are retiring from the
three-person board.

The members then approved a motion allowing
the Board to seek as much as $30,000 from
the Trust Fund to support the fiscal year 2017
budget.

Amy, on behalf of the Finance Committee and
UFFD Board, offered a $96,288 budget for the
fiscal year that begins July 1. The spending
plan is balanced, in part, through that second
transfer from the Trust. It was emphasized that
the Board will ask for only what is needed.

These officers then were elected for the coming
year: President – Dick Zaker; Vice president –
Rene Verry; Treasurer – Mark Sorensen;
Secretary – Melissa Hendrian; Board members
at-large – Kathy Kline and Amy Stockwell (2-
year terms) and Tatiana Isakovski (one-year
term); Trust Board members – Joyce
Throneburg (term ends 2018) and Eric DeVore
(term ends 2020).

Dick then made presentations thanking Joyce
Throneburg and Mary Lovell for their unstinting
service as Co-Presidents in a foundational year
for the Fellowship. The thanks could
have/should have just as easily gone to Mark
Sorensen, Judy Thistlethwaite (for doggedly
keeping coffee hosts scheduled), Marge Evans
(who keeps us green), Buildings and Grounds
people for work inside the building and out,
and everyone else whom I’m forgetting who
made 2015-2016 possible. One further
presentation was to June Allison, an unflagging
UUFD member, who was declared Honorary
Membership Ambassador.

Finally, the summary of our 2016
Congregational Survey was distributed.
Comments about Rev. Michelle were
highlighted by 79 percent “satisfactory” or
“strength” in Sunday services. As for the
congregation, 43 percent considered our
welcoming ability as “satisfactory/strength”. A
copy of the survey results will be available in
the church foyer.

What a Congressional meeting!
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The following sessions and programs will be
streamed live at UUFD. Gather together with
your fellow UUs from UUFD and all over the
world! Snacks will be provided and a good time
had by all. For more info see:
http://www.uua.org/ga/offsite or check out the
bulletin board in the foyer. Hope to see you
there!

Wednesday, June 22
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. – Opening Celebration.

Thursday, June 23
9:45 to 11 a.m. – Christianity as the ‘Other’:
Communicating with the Majority Religion.
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. – Spiritual Community.
2 to 3:15 p.m.  – Innovations Across Faiths –
Ministering with Children, Youth, and Young
Adults of Color.
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Service of the Living
Tradition

Friday, June 24
7 to 7:30 a.m. – Morning Worship.
7:30 to 11 a.m. – General Session II (formerly
called “plenary”).
12:15 to 1:30 p.m. – Outreach 101:Join Our
Cause, Not Our Club.
2 to 3:15 p.m. Bringing Accessibility and
Inclusion Ministry to Your Congregation.
3:45 to 5 p.m. What are Microaggressions and
Why Should We Care?

Saturday, June 25
7 to 7:30 a.m. – Morning Worship
7:30 to 11 a.m. – General Session III. 1
2:15 to 1:30 p.m. – Presidential Candidates
Forum
2 to 3:15 p.m.  – Listening to the
Humanist Voices.
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. – Ware Lec-
ture: Krista Tippett, Author/ Radio
Show Host/Journalist.

Sunday, June 26
7 to 9 a.m. – General Session IV.
9:30 to 11 a.m. – Sunday Worship.
12:15 to 2:45 p.m. – General Session V.
3 to 3:45 p.m. – Closing Celebration.
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General Assembly 2016 at UUFD!

ODDS AND ENDS:
**Rev. Michelle will spend a Sunday in RE
every other month
** She’s seeking longtime members to join
her on visits to people who haven’t been to
services lately. As a relatively new face at
UUFD, she thinks it would be more
meaningful if a more recognizable member
joined her.
** On Sundays near holidays we’re going to
try a ‘brown bag’ arrangement – someone
would be available to open and lock up the
church for whoever would like to come and
share a lunch together and talk. No formal
program.

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:uufdnewsletter@gmail.com
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Yes, we all were
shocked at this open
display of affection
on May 22, when
Lorelei and Dick
Zaker shared their
celebration (and
cake) of their 40th
wedding anniversary.

1965: Ken, second from right in back row,
from “Guys and Dolls”.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Twitter: UU Decatur

Thank you for helping us raise awareness
of UUFD via social media.

June Allison                             June 29
Joan Brown                              June 30
Linda Shroyer                          July 6
John Hays                                July 21
Al Brumett                               July 31

If YOU want to get some recognition, email
newsletter@uufd.org

 The new newsletter editor is Lorelei Zaker.
The deadline for the August edition is July 21.
UUFDNewsletter@gmail.com

Ken Robertson,
in actor’s mode

“Back in the day”, as they say, Ken knew his way around a stage
role. These photos were researched and collected into a
commemorative booklet by Amy Stockwell to thank Ken for his
service to UUFD, especially on the Fellowship’s Trust.

A role in 1968.

From a 1965 play.

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
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