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February services
At 10:15 a.m., unless otherwise noted
   We offer religious education for children

and child care for babies.

(Please follow this to Page 3 )

Dear Ones,
   If you have already looked at
the worship service offerings for
this month, you may have
noticed something a little differ-
ent – the mention of religious
education programming
embedded
in two of
the service
descrip-
tions. This
month, two
of the three
minister-led services will match
thematically with what is being
taught in RE. My philosophy in
using this approach is to
encourage greater multigener-
ational interactions, both within
family units and within the
larger life of the congregation.
   On Feb. 14, the RE program
participants will be learning
about Charles Darwin and
celebrating his birthday. The
service will also focus on the life
of Charles Darwin, particularly
the ways in which his scientific
studies and articulation of the
theory of evolution influenced
his theology.
   I also hope to begin to explore
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Feb. 7: “The Mystery of
Memling’s Last Judgment”
with Mark Sorensen
   Mark will give an illustrated
presentation revealing the
history, art and religious
significance of Hans Memling’s
“The Last Judgment” altar
piece. Why was
this 15th-
century Flemish
painting
commissioned,
why were faces
altered, why
was it
kidnapped five
times, and what religious
beliefs does it portray? For the
Children’s Focus, RE student
Owen Raleigh will show the
myths and reality of Viking
end-of-the-world beliefs and
practices. May the NORSE be
with you!

Feb. 14: "Darwin's
Dilemma" with Rev.
Michelle LaGrave
   As the children in the
Religious Education program

celebrate the birthday of
Charles Darwin, we'll explore
a bit of the theology of the
famous evolutionist and
perhaps dabble in a bit of
process theology as well. If
we're lucky, there may even
be birthday cake!

Feb. 21: "What's In a
Miracle?" with Rev.
Michelle LaGrave
   That's the question we are
asking the children to explore
in their new curriculum. How
do you define a miracle?
What miracles have there
been in your life? Be sure to
add your responses to the
poster on the RE pod door
then consider checking in with
someone from another
generation to compare your
thoughts!

Feb. 28: "The Question
Box" with Rev. Michelle
LaGrave
   In this UU sermon tradition,
YOU get to ask the questions
and put the preacher on the
spot!  Be gentle, please!
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Weather cancellation policy
When a decision to cancel a service is

made, an email will be
 sent by 7:30 a.m. If

you don't have email or
question whether we

plan to have service, you
are always welcome to

call one of the board members (names
are listed in each newsletter).

Thursday, Feb 11 - 6:30 p.m.
Food & Fun for Everyone - 0 to 99!

Juice, pop and other games
will be provided

Bring a snack to share
and a game you like, but

Be THERE

   The January newsletter
included a summary of the
activities of 2015. The basic
message was that 2015 was
an exceptionally busy and
productive year, thanks to the
participation and hard work of
every member of the UUFD
family.
   This month, we look at our
future.
   While we are still in the
early phase of the Interim
Ministry process, we must
also start our preparation for
recruitment of a minister to
follow Rev. LaGrave when her
Interim ministry term ends (a
maximum of two years is
allowed by UUA).
   At our January Board
meeting, Rev. LaGrave
provided a great deal of
information and insight about
the types of ministry available
for consideration. We will
have a great deal of work to
do as we prepare for this next
step in our congregational
growth and development, and
some of that work is already
in process.
   In other business, we are
experimenting with different

ways to greet and support
newcomers to the Fellowship.
Once we try a few new things,
we will rewrite our guidelines
for greeters.  We greatly
appreciate the time and
efforts of Kathy Sorensen and
the nine or 10 people who
took part in a brainstorming
meeting in early January.
Thank a greeter this month!

   By the time this newsletter
reaches you, we will have had
our first Transition Team
activity: a soup supper to
help us have fun together and
develop a better understand-
ing of our history and its
impact on our future. Our
Transition Team (Rita
Schwake, Vern Thistlethwaite,
and Raphaela Prange) will
continue to help us build our
future, helping us see who we
have been in the past and
who we are today.

   This is an exciting time to
be involved in the life of
UUFD.  We encourage each of
you to try something new
with us, such as:
� participating on a new

committee
� joining one of our ongoing

groups

� offering to share a task with
someone who is already
involved

� suggesting/helping with a
one-time social event
(weeknight pizza supper,
drop-in lunch group, coffee
hour, yoga night, kids’ mov-
ie night … just to offer a few
ideas!)

   This is your Fellowship, and
your Board members
welcome your thoughts and
ideas.  Call us, text us, email
us, chat with us on a Sunday
morning.  Each of us has a
place in the life of our UUFD.

Joyce and Mary,
on behalf of your Board

News from your UUFD Board
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with you a bit about the topic
of process theology; a
theological stance I do not
believe would have been
possible without Darwin’s
earlier work.
   On Feb. 21, the topic of the
service will be miracles and
how they may be expressed,
defined or understood in the
context of Unitarian Univer-
salism. Meanwhile, the RE
program will continue to delve
into their new curriculum on
Miracles, a program designed
as a part of the UUA’s Tapes-
try of Faith program and
meant specifically for congre-
gations like this one in which
a single RE class covers a
multitude of ages.

   During this service, I’ll
share more about the
curriculum itself as well as my
philosophy of religious
education, which is based on
the concept of faith formation.
   My hope is that all of us will
continue to engage or engage
more deeply with each other
on issues related to our own
personal theologies and
philosophies of life.
   I believe that the ways in
which we understand our own
belief systems become
deeper, richer and more
complex when we open
ourselves to listening to the
questions, thoughts and
beliefs of each other – of all
ages and of all generations.

   The final service of Febru-
ary will come at the end of
our first six months together.
This will be an opportunity for
you to ask questions and to
reflect together on the
journey thus far.
   In the spirit of faith and
love,

Rev. Michelle
Office Hours:

Tuesday: 3-6 p.m.
Wednesday: 2-5 p.m.,
also by appointment.

Thursday: Reading and
Writing Day - phone calls for

urgent matters welcome.
Friday: Day Off

michellelagrave@gmail.com
or minister@uufd.org
860-539-3248 (cell)

Environmental
film series to debut
   It's almost here again! Now in its ninth year,
the Green Sanctuary Committee, in conjunc-
tion with the Decatur Audubon Society and the
Community Environmental Council, is spon-
soring an environmental and nature film series
at the Fellowship, starting this month and
continuing through early April.
   The purposes of the film series are (1) to
bring awareness to environmental issues and
(2) to serve as a community outreach project
for the Fellowship. All the films are free and
are shown on a movie screen with stereo
sound.
   Donations are accepted at these events, and
the purchase of concessions (organic popcorn
made with unrefined oil using a theater-style
popcorn maker), along with healthier drinks,
will help support the Fellowship in this en-
deavor.
   Note that the films have likely not been

shown in a theater setting in Decatur or on
local television.
   Please support your Green Sanctuary Com-
mittee in these outreach events: Six helpers
each night are needed to greet and sell con-
cession tickets; to make and sell popcorn and
drinks; and to arrange and rearrange chairs,
leaving the sanctuary ready for Sunday.
Please sign up on the help sheet in the
foyer.

The 2016 Environmental Film Series begins
with the showing of “The Whale” (2013) at 7
p.m., Saturday, Feb. 27.

FRIENDSHIP IS BIGGER THAN WE KNOW. On
the remote west coast of Vancouver Island,
B.C., a young, lost killer whale named Luna
tries to make contact with people. “The
Whale”, narrated by actor Ryan Reynolds,
explores how friendship is complicated, even
among humans. Can it work between species?
People who love Luna don't agree on how to
help him, and conflicts develop.
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   The Humanist Discussion
Group will meet Wednesday,
Feb. 3, at 7 p.m.
   Delores Logue will speak on
the topic of "A Glut of Carbon:
What on Earth should we do
with it?"
   As human-fueled amounts of
carbon build up in the
atmosphere and in the
ocean and bring about more
and still more global heating,
what can we do?

   If you missed the video
program on Jan. 17 about the
story of Viola Liuzzo, the
documentary is available
online for viewing at YouTube.
   You can search for it under
the title, “Viola Liuzzo: Murder
in Selma”.

The Decatur Vegetarian
Society will host its monthly
potluck at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 17, at the
Fellowship.
   Bring a vegan dish to share
and your own table service
and drink. Short on time? Just
bring a $5 donation.
   Contact Mel Weinstein for
information: mel.weinstein.
domehome@ gmail.com

   The Science,
Technology, and
Consciousness (SCAT)
Group will gather ay 7 p.m.
On Wednesday, Feb. 10 and
24 in the Sanctuary.
   Contact Mel Weinstein for
information: mel.weinstein.
domehome@gmail.com

Mindfulness & Spirit-
uality will meet at 7 p.m.
On Feb. 4 and 18 in the
Sanctuary to have a silent
meditation and to discuss a
topic of spirituality related to
meditational practices.
   Please arrive early and
enter the Sanctuary in
silence.
   Contact Mel Weinstein:
mel.weinstein.domehome@
gmail.com

   Hello from the other side! I
must have written this a
thousand times to tell you our
plans for the semester are
here, and it doesn’t matter if
you’ve never been here
before!

   Hello; I hope
that your winter
is going great,
and you are
ready to start
off this year
with a positive
outlook! We

have a lot planned for the
kiddos this semester. We are
starting a new curriculum that
we will be beta testing for the
Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation titled, “Miracles”. This
is a great curriculum that we
are so excited to be using!

   Look for our “Miracles”
board on our door and write
down your miracle!
   We also have a new
curriculum schedule. Every
two weeks, we will be doing
the “Miracles” lessons. In
between those two weeks, we
will be doing lessons that are a
lot more hands-on.
   Some of the exciting hands-
on events we have coming up
are: making dog toys for the
pups at the local shelters,
holding a Passover Seder for
the congregation, going on a
hike at Rock Springs Conser-
vation Center and much more!
   We also will be doing an RE
Lock-in in March.
   I’m so excited for 2016 and
I hope you are, too!
Remember, I am available

through my email, ccwilson@
millikin.edu, and I’ll get back
to you as soon as possible.
   Have a great month and I’ll
see you soon!

     Cara Wilson
RE Coordinator

Feb. 7: Miracles
Feb. 14: Darwin’s birthday

Feb. 21: Miracles
Feb. 28: Doggy Toys

RE Lock-in
   Thursday, March 24, 9 p.m.
to 8 a.m. at the Fellowship
   The movie will start at 9:30.
   Bring your sleeping bag,
pillow, toothbrush and
toothpaste and jammies!

Meanwhile, in an RE not far away ...



5

PAGE 5 FEBRUARY 2016

The birthdays
Athena Pajer...........................Feb. 5

Even this year, February’s the shortest month,
but there probably are more natal days

that could be listed
newsletter@uufd.org

The deadline

Please have your items in by Feb.
20, either at newsletter@uufd.org or
the Newsletter mailbox in the
Fellowship office.

The buck stops here
Editor Dick Zaker–
UUFDNewsletter@gmail.com

The “officials”
Co-Presidents: Joyce Throneburg and
Mary Lovell president@uufd.org
Vice President: Dick Zaker
vice president @uufd.org
Past President: Bernadette Lundeen
Treasurer: Mark Sorensen
treasurer @uufd.org
Secretary: Kathy Kline
secretary@uufd.org
Board Members at Large: Eric DeVore,
Tatiana Isakovski, Amy Stockwell

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL

Twitter: UU Decatur

TECH TIP: When you see a UUFD post
you like, click "share" so it will show up

on your friends’ feeds as well. And
thanks.

Chalice Lighter Success!
 Rev. Michelle received good news from the UUA

MidAmerica Chalice Lighter committee late in
January. UUFD was awarded $1,500 towards our
website upgrade project.
   This grant was the result of some tenacious
efforts, led by Marge Evans, along with Pat
Rossiter and Rita Schwake.  Thanks to Rev.
Michelle for her guidance on the project.
   A reminder to our Chalice Lighter members:
There will be a ‘winter call’ request for donations
to Chalice Lighters coming out soon. Please be
timely in your response.

Dori Davenport Thex-
ton, one of our congre-
gational life consultants,
reports that the Parlia-
ment of World Religions
in Salt Lake City, was a
memorable experience.
   Over four days, she
encountered people of all
religious traditions com-
ing together to address
the world's most critical
problems. She terms it
“a holy, intense and
powerful experience”.
   Six themes shaped
many of the activities:
� Women: gender

equality and rights of
all women

� Emerging Leaders:
youth & young adult
voices

� Income Inequality: a
Dalai Lama video-
taped address

� War, Violence & Hate
� Climate Change and

Environment
� Indigenous Peoples

   Just being among the
10,000 participants from
80 countries was awe-
inspiring.

   Throughout the
workshops, there was an
emphasis on finding
common ground to come
together and make a
difference.

Eboo Patel (https://
www.ifyc.org/about-
us/eboo-patel), called
for finding allies to act
on our shared values
called us to act.
   Allan Boesak, a South
African cleric and politi-
cian, told a story of
Desmond Tutu, saying to
an intractable political
opponent, "I have a
vision of justice in our
future and YOU are in it!
We are saving a place
for you to join us."

Each day, the Sikh
participants sponsored a
Langar. The Langar is a
free meal offered to all
who show up: a
centuries-old tradition.
They fed about 4,000
people every day!
For more information,
visit: http://www.
parliamentofreligions.org

From MidAmerica Region
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