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Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-5442
www.uufd.org

President:
Bernadette Lundeen

Vice Presidents:
Joyce Throneburg
Mary Lovell

Past President:
Rita Schwake

Treasurer:
Mark Sorensen

Secretary:
Kathy Kline

Board Members at
Large:
Eric Devore
Dick Zaker
Tatiana Isakovski

UUFD Trust Board:
Ken Robertson
Vern Thistlethwaite
Dave Snoeyenbos

Upcoming Services
Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

September 7 – “Where are you going?” with Rev. Elaine
Gerhmann
    Living in the moment is a profound goal, but we also know
that our actions today will affect our lives in the days to come.
We will reflect on our goals, ideals, and possible destinations,
and on maps, signposts and directions.

September 14 – "The Need Never Ends" with Jerry Pelz
   The director of the Northeast Community Fund will describe
what has motivated him to serve Decatur’s low-income
community for 44 years. He also will assess how the need has
grown and discuss causes and responses.

September 21—  “Why Religion?  The Big Picture” with
Rev. Elaine Gerhmann
   Anthropologists believe that religion has been around since the
beginnings of human history, and has been practiced in many
ways all over the globe ever since.  We will begin our look at
religion from the big picture perspective, both historically and
globally.

September 28— “Why Religion?  Made in the USA” with
Rev. Elaine Gerhmann
   Religion in America has an interesting, and somewhat
controversial history.  Current religious practice in the U.S. is
changing and we will take a  look at both historical and
contemporary movements and trends.

October 5—“Why Religion?  Closer to Home” with Rev.
Elaine Gerhmann
   Why do we go to church?  Why is our religious practice
important?  What difference can our own involvement in the life
of the spirit and in religious community make in our lives, and
the lives of others?

**********************
GOT IDEAS? If you think of a subject or speaker for a UUFD
service, contact programs@UUFD.org

Good-bye, Ron
We mourn the passing
of good friend and
UUFD member Ron
Shafer in late August.
He had coping with a
succession of health
problems for many
months. A service at
UUFD is to be set for
him during September.

http://www.uufd.org/


Calendar of Events
EDITOR’S NOTE:
We’re making
assumptions about these
meetings, based on their
past scheduling. We
hope to have everyone
who is on these groups
contact the Newsletter
editor to confirm that
they will maintain their
current schedules.
Thanks

Fri., Sept. 5 -1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s
Grill
Fri., Sept. 12 -1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s
Grill
Wed., Sept. 10 - 6:00
pm Women’s Book Club:
Kathy Sorensen’s home.
Call Kathy at 330-6614 to
RSVP, and please bring a
dish to share. The book is
The Fall of Giants by Ken
Follett.
Wed., Sept. 10 - 7:00
pm
Spiritual Journey Covenant
Group
Fri., Sept. 19 - 1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s

Wed., Sept. 17 - 6:30
pm
Decatur Vegetarian Society
Fri., Sept. 26 - 1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s
Wed., Sept. 24 - 7:00
pm
Spiritual Journey Covenant
Group

Humanist Group
Resumes meetings this month. For further
information, call Dave Snoeyenbos at 865-
2409.

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group has been
meetng the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of
each month at UUFD from 7:00-8:30. Stay
tuned for information on the future
schedule.

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS)–
Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. for a vegetarian potluck dinner,
followed by a live or video presentation at
8:00 p.m. I f you interested in participating
in a potluck, please either (1) bring a
vegetarian or vegan dish with a list of
ingredients or (2) donate $5. Also, you
should bring your own eating utensils.
Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509) for
additional information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

The group lost 2 dear members: Nancy H moved to
Detroit, and Mary C. moved, too, finding getting
around to be more challenging. Now, we would like
to refocus and see if others might like to join. We
are also open to exploring books or articles that
might be of interest to others. In the past, we have
met 10-12 on the first and third Wednesday
mornings.  We picked a book for reading; led off by
3 minute check-ins on happenings in our lives,
rotated leaders who shared opening and closing
words, read the UU principles together, mediated
for a few minutes, and jumped in to discussion on
the book at hand. All this could be re-evaluated. So,
should you wish to broaden your UU experience in
a daytime meeting, please feel free to contact Jane
Brooks, Joan Brown or Marge Evans.
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Along the Lane
with Elaine
It’s back to school
season, and

whether you have kids at home or not, the aisles of
notebooks, pencils, and other school supplies in the
stores are a clear reminder, and soon the streets will
be filled with backpack-toting young folks on their way
to and from school.  This year will be the first in many
that I won’t have a child leaving my house each
morning to go to the local public school, as our
youngest daughter has gone off to college, and my
partner Axel and I are now ‘empty nesters.’

Nevertheless, I share in the excitement and
anticipation of my neighbors and friends as the annual
fall beginning of a new school year ritual commences.
I am also very excited about the beginning of a new
church year, and beginning our time together as
minister and congregation.  I have bought new pens
and notebooks, and am eagerly awaiting meeting new

friends and beginning our learning process together!
My general office hours will be: Tuesday 10 am – 12 noon, and 1 pm – 3 pm
Wednesday 10 am -12 noon, and 4 – 7 pm Thursday 10 am – 12 noon
And other times by appointment.

Yours in faith,

Elaine

Anybody interested in viewing Rev.
Larry Hutchison's last sermon at
UUFD, including photos from past and
present, can open the link below to
watch the video. The link is private
(not generally available to the world),
so only people receiving the link and
the NSA can access this video.

http://youtu.be/OFuYUGFKNGw

The UUFD now has one of the three
rotating feature ads on the RE
Decatur website.

One of our members donated funds
to pay for a two-month trial.

http://redecatur.com/

Groups that have special or regularly
scheduled events at the Fellowship
are asked to mark their times on the
official calendar in the kitchen.
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On Aug. 23, several of our members
showed what can be accomplished when

they roll up their sleeves.
Jane Rawlings, Ann Power,

Stuart Black, Mary Lovell, Rex Crow
and Lynn Crow made Clean-Up Day

work well.

Also, thanks to Marge Evans, Kathy
Sorensen, Judy Thistlethwaite and

Vern Thistlethwaite for working two or
more days.

We had 17 of the best Millikin
University students work for 2.5 hours,
both inside and out. Many thanks to all.

Many hands make clean work
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Religious Education
We’ll be launching our new year Sept. 8 by
studying our UU sources and then the 7
principles. We will also be studying some
holidays.

Also, our younger set will be in charge of
the treats as coffee hosts Sept. 8.

“Adopt” a hymnal
   You may have noticed we have new
hymnal supplements, titled “Singing the
Journey”.

   Get in on the “ground floor” of
subsidizing this resource  by paying  $18
to our treasurer, Mark Sorensen.

   If you would like credit on the inside
cover, or give them in honor or memory
of someone, please note that clearly on a
piece of paper included with your check.
All payments are considered donations to
the Fellowship.

   After that, all you have to do is keep
your mind open about learning new
hymns and be fearless in singing out each
Sunday!

Thank you to our
volunteers --
Barbara Hannon,
Linda Shroyer, Vern
Thistlethwaite Mel
Weinstein and
Chelso Frescura.

FOOD BANK SUNDAY has been the third Sunday of the month, when
UUFD members and guests have been asked to bring a nonperishable
item to the services. It is anticipated that this outreach practice will
continue.

We all love our refreshments after
service, but we are in need of more
volunteers to help.  The sign up
sheet is in the lobby and there is
always someone to assist if you don’t
actually know how to make coffee
Treats don’t have to be fancy either.
Something from the store is just fine
with us!  Another bonus is that you
get to talk to just about everyone as
you pour each a beverage.  Please
sign up.

Are you
a food
eater?
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Fellowship Mission
In a nurturing environment of openness, mutual respect, and

friendship, the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur is a
welcoming, diverse congregation. We share values and seek to

celebrate life and support one another in our inward and outward
searches for spiritual meaning, provide a liberal religious

presence, and strive for compassion and justice in our community
and our world

DON’T be shy: Get on the birthday list!
Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

minister@uufd.org (Elaine Gehrmann)
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September Birthdays

Kathy Kline – Sept. 23president@uufd.org (Bernadette
Lundeen)
vicepresident@uufd.org (Joyce
Throneburg
Mary Lovell)
treasurer@uufd.org (Mark Sorensen)
secretary@uufd.org (Kathy Kline)
programs@uufd.org (Joyce
Throneburg
Mary Lovell)
newsletter@uufd.org (Dick Zaker)

D E A D L I N E

Please have your items in
by Sept. 20, either at

newsletter@uufd.org or the
Newsletter mailbox in the

Fellowship office

To reach us

A message from your editor
What you see is the beginning of a journalistic journey. I hope you’ll
help me over the inevitable stumbles to make this monthly Newsletter
something you really can use. I’ve had a few technical hurdles to
overcome this time that I hope don’t recur. My thanks to Tim Rooney,
Kathy Kline and my son, Evan, for assistance in the hurdle-overcoming.
What can you do to help, you ask? Give me updates on the meeting
times of your groups, even if they haven’t changed. Also, send me
details about church-related activities; I can polish the prose. Thirdly,
pass along ideas for features you’ve always wanted to see in a UUFD
Newsletter. No promises they’ll all get in, but I’ll read them all. Finally,
do your best to meet the deadline for items, usually the 20th. Thanks.

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:minister@uufd.org

