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               November 2014

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-5442

Upcoming Services
                    at 10:15 a.m.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

Nov. 2 — “First Amendment Freedoms: Religion” with Rev.
Elaine Gehrmann

Our second in a series of fundamental freedoms guaranteed by
the first amendment will address our free exercise of religion, its
history and present-day issues.

Nov. 9 — “Fixing Politics (and Government) in Illinois” with
Dr. Kent Redfield
   How do we develop a politics that allow us to make the tough
choices about what is the core of what state and local government
must do to meet our civic responsibilities? Then how do we make
the tough choices about how we provide the funds necessary to
meet our responsibilities? Considered the dean of Illinois
government scholars, Dr. Redfield is professor emeritus of political
studies at the University of Illinois-Springfield.

Nov. 16 — “Spiritual Practice” with Rev. Elaine Gehrmann
   There are a variety of ways to put one’s spirituality into practice.
We will explore the whys and hows of ways to cultivate an
experience of the sacred.

Nov. 23 — “Gratitude” with Rev. Elaine Gehrmann
   As we prepare to give thanks for a bountiful harvest, we will
consider the attitude of gratitude, its challenges and rewards.
Nov. 30 — “Escaping the Tyranny of the Present” with Eric
Freyfogle
   Freyfogle, a University of Illinois law professor and Decatur
native, will suggest that some of today’s big issues have common
roots in contemporary culture. How should people of faith who take
normative values seriously respond to these issues?

   This month,
we salute the
“sound
advisors” who

provide the soundtrack for
our services. Mark
Sorensen, Terry Ankrom,
Bill Harbeck, and I believe
Mel Weinstein, have given
their all for this cause (the
editor apologizes for
omitting anyone who is
equally worthy of mention).
   It seems to be a fact of
life that you don’t notice
these helpers until
something goes wrong. In
reality, their efforts are
instrumental (did you like
that one?) to the full
expression of our UU life in
services.

Inside
   Learn about the exciting
opportunity we have to
make a meaningful
difference in the lives of
disadvantaged people in
our own community this
Thanksgiving.
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Blast from the Past
   It was several years ago now that Cathy Ritchie walked among us,
drinking of the goodness of our services (and eating of the snacks).
She’s been plying her library trade in Dallas (yes, we’ll take her
temperature before letting her in) for several years, but she’s
planning to visit on Sunday, Nov. 16.
   Anyone who has a mind to do so is invited to go out lunching with
her old chums after the service. RSVP with Dick Zaker
(zakerflex@comcast.net) if you’re interested.



Calendar of Events

Sun. Nov. 2 - noon

UUFD Board; ALL welcome

Wed., Nov. 5 – 10 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group, UUFD

Wed., Nov. 5 – 7 p.m.
Greater Decatur Humanists,
UUFD

Wed., Nov. 12 – 6 p.m.

Women’s Book Group, Karen
Murley Clarkson’s home,
Cerro Gordo
Wed., Nov. 19 – 10 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group, UUFD
Wed., Nov. 19 – 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society,
UUFD

Thurs., Nov. 20 – noon
Third Thursday Brown Bag,
UUFD

Greater Decatur Humanists
A review of “Human Nature” by Paul Ehrlich will high-
light the Nov. 5 meeting of the Greater Decatur Hu-
manists. In October, members enjoyed a wide-ranging
discussion of how humanism and capitalism can coex-
ist.

   To break out of the capitalistic paradigm that people
are valued primarily as consumers and units of produc-
tion, speakers suggested a comprehensive set of regu-
latory steps the government could take. For example,
excessive resource use could be taxed; total wealth,
and not just income, could be taxed; and tax exemp-
tions could be eliminated for giving that does not help
the disadvantaged.
   For more on this local humanist group, go to
www.gdhumanists.org

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS)
 A potluck dinner is followed each month by a

presentation at 8 p.m. Bring a vegetarian or vegan
dish with a recipe or donate $5. Contact Mel Weinstein
(763-0509) for more information.
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Face it – we’re online
   Here’s a reason to click over to Facebook, if you’re
one of the people who don’t live there already: UUFD’s
page is a visually stimulating message board
of activities going on in and out of our
services. Plus, there are links to the UU
happenings beyond the corner of Mound and
MacArthur, such as the UU Association’s Standing on
the Side of Love support of same-sex marriages, and
an essay on public theology and public ministry. Right
now, the page has 60-some “likes”, but we can and
should pump up that number.
   While we’re riding the Internet superhighway, you
should know that UUFD has taken up an advertising
spot on RE:Decatur.

   RE:Decatur is an online community magazine with a
variety of features. Our ad alternates with some
others, so you may have to wait a couple of seconds
until it comes up. The ad is an experiment on the
Fellowship’s part to invite people to come visit. See the
ad at http://redecatur.com/.

Women's Book Group
   “Prayers for Sale” by Sandra
Dallas is the selection for
November. The meeting will be at
6 p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 12,
at the home of Karen Murley
Clarkson in Cerro Gordo. Please
e-mail Karen to see if carpooling
will be arranged. Please bring a
dish to share and RSVP to
olsenmurley@gmail.com.
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Along the lane with Elaine
I have been trying to get more familiar with the

Decatur area, and in particular, the current community
issues and opportunities. I have attended meetings of
Illinois People’s Action, the Macon County Criminal
Justice Group and the Ecumenical Clergy group.  I
attended a coffee presentation at Dove Inc., a forum on
police procedures, and am helping to plan a presentation

of “A Day at Stateville,” a play
about prison conditions, which will
be Nov. 4 at the Decatur Public
Library. I will be attending an
Islamic Community Dialogue and
have attended meetings of the
Humanist group at UUFD. If you
become aware of local events that

you think would be of interest, please make sure to let
me know. Thank you!

   I appreciate those of you who have returned the
Member/Friend Information and Life Crisis forms; they
are very helpful to me in getting to know you better. If
you haven’t already returned them, please consider
doing so, and thank you.

   I enjoyed the first Third Thursday brown bag: Thanks
to those of you who attended, and I hope some of you
can join me at the next one, on Thursday, Nov. 20, at
noon at UUFD.

   I have begun sending out a brief weekly email about
the upcoming Sunday’s activities. If you aren’t receiving
this email and would like to, or if you are and don’t want
to, please let me know. Also, please consider liking our
Facebook page if you haven’t already,
www.facebook.com/pages/UUFD - Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur, IL.

My general office hours are:
Tuesday 10 a.m.–noon, and 1 p.m.–3 p.m.

Wednesday 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m.-noon

And other times by appointment.

   Again, the best ways to reach me are: e-mail,
minister@uufd.org, or by phone: Home 217-344-2335,
Cell 217-358-9412, or Church 217-875-5442.  Please
don’t hesitate to be in touch!

Yours in faith,
Elaine

 Bernie’s words
   Light breeze, colorful leaves, bare
trees, it must be autumn!
   What a lovely fall we are having,
and what a great time it is to check
out the latest happenings at the

UUFD. Thank you, Mark
Sorensen, Tim Rooney and
the RE kids for planting
daffodils.

   We are always trying to
reach out to new people,
currently we have an

advertisement on www.redecatur.com.

   RE has found a new babysitter and
is looking for volunteers who can
spare time, to contribute, to plan,
prepare or lead a lesson. Lorelei and
Linda would appreciate it greatly.

  UUFD is looking to replace our
computer for a newer, faster one. If
anyone has one they would donate,
the congregation would be grateful.

   The program committee has been
very active, and they are booked up
until January. I have been crossing
items off my fall bucket list, but I still
need to visit a pumpkin patch and
bake a pie. Hope you all can cross
items off your bucket list and enjoy
this beautiful season.
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 This year, your co-vice-
presidents (Mary Lovell and
Joyce Throneburg) are trying
something new as we work to
provide a variety of programs
on the Sundays that Elaine
Gehrmann is not in the pulpit.
   We have assembled a
diverse group of people for
brainstorming topics and lay
speakers. We chose not to
have a traditional committee,
but instead to host "non-
meetings". At these open
gatherings, we share ideas
and divide the work involved
in keeping our lay Sundays
enlightening. By leaving the
gatherings open, participants
can learn more about our
program planning process,
and can choose their own
level of involvement.
   Our gatherings have been
not only highly productive,

but also truly FUN!  We have
had six to nine people at each
meeting, not always the same
group, and we do offer non-
alcoholic beverages as well as
wine.
   We are exploring themes
such as social activism,
child/family issues, the arts,
agriculture, environmental
issues science/spirituality,
and intergenerational
programs to share with our
youth. Our hope is to find
speakers with a passion for
something, and to ask them
to share that passion through
their UUFD presentation.
Maybe we can learn about
"the spirit that moves us," by
listening to others share their
own stories.
   We are developing
guidelines to make it easy for
anyone who wants to invite a

guest speaker and/or lead a
Sunday service. We believe
that UUFD belongs to all of
us, and we have a wealth of
talent and ideas to share.
   Thanks to the efforts of
many, we have a wide range
of interesting programs
scheduled well into 2015.
   We will be planning a
gathering after the holidays,
when we hope to welcome
YOU as part of our planning
effort. You do not have to be
a UUFD member to
participate in this group.
   We want to hear your
thoughts, ideas or questions.
Contact Joyce or Mary at
vicepresident@UUFD.org to
share your thoughts or learn
more. Watch the newsletter,
website and Fellowship
Facebook page for more
information.

Food Donation Sunday
   Please bring a donation of non-
perishable food items for local food banks
to the Sunday service on Nov. 16

Our ad on the REDecatur site

Labyrinth Walk
A Labyrinth Walk will take place on

Friday, Nov. 21, at 7 p.m. at the Abraham
Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Church in
Springfield.

   Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
practice — older than most religions — and
is a wonderful way to center your thoughts.

   Labyrinth walks have grown in
popularity, not only among UUs, but
among other faith traditions as well.
Adding to the spiritual depth of the
experience, John Malan and Carley
Mattimore-Malan will be offering a Oneness
Blessing to participants. A UU Communion
will be celebrated afterwards.

   Future dates are: Dec. 19, Jan. 16,
Feb. 20, March 20, April 17, May 15 and
June 19.

Wine, treats and program ideas for UUFD
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RE pace picks up
   You can now spell RE with a “c” – as in “creativity”. You
can see in these photos all the concentration they put into
turning pumpkins into things of beauty.  Just take a
gander at the faces – the jack o’lanterns’ and the kids’.
Lorelei, Jennifer, Linda and others are leading the kids into
some pretty enjoyable areas.

   The holidays are quickly upon us – Halloween, and now
Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. The Religious
Education people will be leading the kids through all sorts
of helpful and joyful activities from here on in.

   On Nov. 2, the project will be to create gift bags to be
presented to Decatur veterans through the Northeast
Community Fund. On the ninth, it will be Diwali Revisited,
as our youngsters finish up their crafts connected to this
Hindu holiday of light. Later on in November, there’ll be a
chance to express some creativity about thankfulness, and
on Nov. 30, we’ll be all about creating decorations for a
Christmas tree.

   And you’re wondering where the action is?
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G.A. curious?
General Assembly, also referred to as “G.A.”, is the

annual meeting of our Unitarian Universalist
Association (UUA), held each year at a different
location in the U.S.

   Attendees worship, witness, learn, connect and
make policy for the Association. It is an amazing
experience to be in a conference center with
thousands of other UUs from all across the country,
and around the world.

   Elaine Gehrmann attended G.A. 2014 in Providence,
R.I., and she thought that it was thoroughly
worthwhile. Many of the talks and worship services
may be viewed online:
http://www.uua.org/ga/virtual/2014/index.shtml.

   Elaine suggests viewing the Opening Celebration,
the Thursday morning worship, and the Ware lecture,
but there is lots more; check it out!

   Anyone may attend G.A.: Next year it will be held in
Portland, Ore., June 24-28. If you would like to learn
more, speak with Elaine or go to the UUA G.A.
website, http://www.uua.org/ga/index.shtml.
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Thinking inside
the box

 If the onrushing holidays put
you in the a giving mood, there
are major opportunities to help
our community. The Religious
Education kids and others from
the Fellowship will be working
with the Judy Mason Thanksgiving
Basket Project to provide food
baskets to 4,000 disadvantaged
homes.
   This is the 17th year of the
project. They need three kinds of
help, on different days: making
boxes, packaging and delivering.
The “boxing days” will from 9 to
10 a.m. on Saturdays, Nov. 8, 15
and 22. The boxes will be filled
with food on Sunday, Nov. 23,
from 3 to 4:30 p.m. All this
activity will be at 1550 E. McBride
St., just east of Woodford St. on
the northeast side of Decatur. The
deliveries will be anytime on
Monday, Nov. 24, from 6:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.
   Our plan is for RE kids 5 and
older and other UUs to meet at
the church at 2:15 p.m. on the
packaging day, Nov. 23, and car
pool over. You should know there
may be a goodly walk from where
we can park into the packing
center, and there will be
considerable walking, lifting and
loading once inside.
   Besides the physical option,
you can offer support by making
a check to the Community
Foundation of Macon County, in
care of the Judy Mason
Thanksgiving Basket Project, 125
N. Water St., Suite 200, Decatur,
IL 62523.

Spread joy; be an angel
   The RE folks have a goal of buying Christmas gifts
for one or two families. You can help by taking a tag
from the paper Giving Tree that will be posted on the
RE door on Nov. 30. The tag will list the person and
the gift he or she is hoping for. After you buy the
item, label its intended recipient and return it to RE
by Dec. 14. The youth will be wrapping during their
class on Dec. 21.

   Not in a shopping mood? You can donate any
amount for the gifts or food by getting a check to our
treasurer, Mark Sorensen, by Nov. 30. For further
information, e-mail Linda Shroyer at
linda.shroyer@att.net



DON’T be left high and dry!
Send e-mail with your natal day to

newsletter@uufd.org

The birthdays
Terry Ankrom                        Nov. 19
Barbara French                      Nov. 29

The minister’s office hours

Tuesday: 10 a.m.-noon, 1-3 p.m.
Wednesday: 10 a.m. - noon, 4-7
p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m.-noon
Other times: by appointment

The Fellowship Mission

 IN A nurturing environment of openness, mutual respect, and friendship, the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We share values
and seek to celebrate life and support one another in our inward and outward searches
for spiritual meaning, provide a liberal religious presence, and strive for compassion.

The “officials”

President: Bernadette Lundeen
(president@uufd.org)

Co-Vice Presidents: Joyce Throneburg
and Mary Lovell
(vice president @uufd.org)

Past President: Rita Schwake

Treasurer: Mark Sorensen
(treasurer @uufd.org)

Secretary: Kathy Kline
(secretary@uufd.org)

Board Members at Large: Eric DeVore,
Tatiana Isakovski, Dick Zaker

UUFD Trust Board: Ken Robertson,
Dave Snoeyenbos, Vern Thistlethwaite

The deadline

Please have your items in
by Nov. 20, either at

newsletter@uufd.org or the
Newsletter mailbox in the

Fellowship office

The Sources of Our Living Tradition
Direct experience of that

transcending mystery and wonder,
affirmed in all cultures, which moves us
to a renewal of the spirit and an
openness to the forces which create and
uphold life;

Words and deeds of prophetic
women and men, which challenge us to
confront powers and structures of evil
with justice, compassion, and the
transforming power of love;

 Wisdom from the world's religions
which inspires us in our ethical and
spiritual life;

Jewish and Christian teachings,
which call us to respond to God's love
by loving our neighbors as ourselves;

Humanist teachings, which counsel
us to heed the guidance of reason and
the results of science, and warn us
against idolatries of the mind and spirit;

Spiritual teachings of earth-
centered traditions, which celebrate the
sacred circle of life and instruct us to
live in harmony with the rhythms of
nature.

Once again, dear readers, our “records page”.
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