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Rev. Larry Hutchison
Consulting Minister

________________
3773 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-5442
www.uufd.org

President: Bernadette
Lundeen

Co-Vice Presidents:
Joyce Throneburg and
Mary Lovell

Past President: Rita
Schwake

Treasurer: Mark
Sorensen

Secretary: Kathy Kline

Board Members at
Large:
Eric Devore
Dick Zaker
Tatiana Isakovski

UUFD Trust Board:
Ken Robertson
Vern Thistlethwaite
Dave Snoeyenbos

Upcoming Services
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.

We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

June 1  “We The People...”
Rev. Larry Hutchison & Bill Faber

We the people... "of the people, by the people, and for the people."
(Lincoln) Or should we amend it to: we the corporation? Is a corporation a
person? In what sense? Is money free speech? Why? Is democracy at
stake here? We will be discussing the two recent Supreme Court
decisions: "Citizens United" and "McCutcheon".
A lawyer and a minister "look out!"
Board Meeting at Noon

June 8    at Noon    Alternative Service: Potluck at Throneburgs

Celebrating the contributions, inspirations and friendships associated with
Larry and Nancy’s tenure in Decatur, UUFD, we will meet at noon to share
a meal and (hopefully) outdoor activities on the T’burg farm (GPS
39°31'4.14"N, 88°56'27.12"W or see directions on page 4). There will be
hikes in the woods, fishing and perhaps a little music to round out the
day. Rain or shine… bring a dish to share, a lawn chair and a relaxed
spirit. Beverages and table service will be provided.
NOTE: there is no church service at 10:15 this morning.

June 15    “Reverence For Life”
Rev. Larry Hutchison, Deonne Orvis & Mel Weinstein

"To affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of
every being" is our statement of reference. We will began with our 2011
UUA "Statement of Conscience" on compassionate eating. Reverence for
life will deal with compassion, ethics, our health and the reduction of
environmental pollution.
"What we do to the planet, what we do to other species,
and what we do to other people, we end up doing to
our selves." John Robbins

June 22   TBA

June 29         Good Bye To Larry And Nancy

The Fellowship will bid good-bye to Rev. Larry Hutchison and wife Nancy
and thank them for their three years of great service. This is also a
chance for new members to be formally recognized into the Fellowship.
Details about the farewell reception will be sent out later in June.



April 2011 Calendar of EventsAll activities take place at the
Fellowship, unless otherwise
noted. Visitors are always
welcome!

Wed. June 4 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., June 4 - 7:00 p.m.
Humanist Group

Friday, June 6 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., June 11 - 6:00 p.m.
Women’s Book Group

Wed., June 11 - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, June 13 -1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., June 18 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., June 18 - 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society

Friday, June 20 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., June 25  - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, June 27 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion Group -
Meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00
p.m. at the UUFD. Contact Dave Snoeyenbos at
865-2409.

Women’s Book Group— The Women’s Book Club
will meet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, June 11 at the
home of Sally Van Natta and the book is The
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline.

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from
7:00-8:30. For further information contact Ron
Shafer

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS) --- The DVS
group meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. for a vegetarian potluck dinner, followed
by a live or video presentation at 8:00 p.m. The
meetings are open to the public. If you interested
in participating in a potluck, please either (1) bring
a vegetarian or vegan dish with a list of ingredients
or (2) donate $5. Also, you should bring your own
eating utensils. Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509)
for additional information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant Group - This
group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 12 noon. We are discussing Eboo Patel’s
new book Sacred Ground.

Food Bank Sunday

Please bring a donation of non-perishable food
items for local food banks to the Sunday service
on June 15.



Rev. Hutchison’s Office Hours

Monday day off

Tuesday 10 - 12

Wednesday 10 - 12 & 6 - 8

Thursday 10 - 12

Friday study at home

E-mail: minister@uufd.org

Phone 352-949-1601 anytime Church phone 875-5442
Rev. Larry Hutchison

YOU, ME & THIS TIME TOGETHER

It will be three years in July when Nancy and I arrived in Decatur for the first time to meet
with the search committee. We moved here in September and it has been a wonderful three
years. There have been some challenges like getting that bench together around the tree and
growing to a 1,000 members and of course, Nancy and my all too often attendance at DMH
which was too much for us except for the love and care you gave us.

I think of all the lunches and dinners and coffees we have shared; the individual lunches, the
lunches at DMH, the men's lunches and the lunches after Covenant group, the dinners for
eight, the family dinners, the party dinners, the dinners and music at Donnies and yes, the
vegan dinners on the 3rd Wednesday.

The Inter-Faith weekend with Maham Khan and Nicolas Cable and the walk for Immigration
Reform to Taylorville stopping to eat in Blue Mound. There were hospital visits, assisted living,
home and nursing home visits. Discussions and meetings, meetings and discussions, I so
enjoyed all the discussions, especially the Sunday service preparation ones, the hot topics of
the moment and local meetings on fracking and marrriage equality, etc. There were weddings
and memorial services, graduation celebrations and just celebrations.

There was speaking and speakers and subjects and the great discussions after. There was the
Environmental Film series, popcorn and juice and popcorn on the floor plus, the call to action.
There was the Flannery O'connor discussions and the new member discussions and
celebrations.

There were trips to Arthur and all around central Illinois' following historical trails like Jasper
Douthit's to Shelbyville. There was the Green Sanctuary Committee and the new gardens and
the Spring (finally) and the blooming flowers. And seeing the smiling faces or hearing the
friendly good-mornings coming up the walk on a Sunday morning in the blowing snow or 80
degree sunshine or just hanging out here on the corner enjoying the beauty as time has
slipped away leaves a memory that will not fade.

And in and through it all you have been here with and for us! It's been a full touch of heaven.

Much thanks and deep peace, Larry



News from Religious Education

Summer Religious Education
We are going to have lots of fun in RE this Summer!
When there is a service at UUFD, Lorelei will be teaching a combined age group.
Please plan to attend!

President’s Message

I have to admit, the last year has been a bit tough on me. When I made the 3 year
commitment to VP, President, and past President, I had no idea I would be relocating
out of town, struggling with short term memory loss and a few other issues, but I have
to say, it has all gone by more quickly than I would have thought and thanks to the help
of many of you, been more successful than I would have dreamed.
Our Congregation here at UUFD is always willing to come forward and lend a hand to do
what is needed; otherwise we would be in a pickle most of the time!
I truly appreciate all the assistance, cooperation and many kindnesses that I have
received from so many of you! Please continue to do the same for our incoming
President, Bernie Lundeen. Bernie is very courageous to take on so much responsibility
after such a short time here. She has done an admirable job as our Program Chair and
has held up well through its many frustrations and limitations! It has given her a good
working knowledge of our board and of our Fellowship. She has lots of enthusiasm and
energy for the job and the potential to bring in some youth and fresh ideas. I know she
can count on you to continue to support her and UUFD over the coming year. Please try
to say YES when she asks for assistance! Thanks again.
See ya in church! Rita

Directions to Monte and Joyce Throneburg’s

GPS coordinates: 39°31'4.14"N, 88°56'27.12"W
Coming south on RT 51 from Decatur, you bi-pass Macon, then Moweaqua before coming to
Assumption. The signage on the bi-pass around Assumption is poor at this point. There is a
small green sign that says Assumption (to the right (west)) and Lake Shelbyville (to the left
(east)). You should turn left heading towards Lake Shelbyville.

About 5 miles east of Assumption, there is a 4-way stop, continue east until you see a
church on the south (right) side of the road in the next mile. The lane that runs along the
east side of the church is ours. There are two homes at the end of the lane. Our farm is on
the left and has the red barns. Call if questions 254-3235.



Humanist Group

Local Historical Humanist, Robert Ingersoll, May Focus

The Greater Decatur Humanists (www.gdhumanists.org) met Wednesday, May 7, 2014 at the
UUFD, per the usual monthly meeting time. The topic was somewhat unusual, though. Instead
of debating a current topic or other relevant news item, Leonard lead the group in an overview
of the life of Robert Ingersoll. Beyond Ingersoll's revolutionary and provocative Humanist views,
he was also a great local influence with much of his life spent in the state of Illinois.
To start the history, Leonard began citing a great new source for information, The Great
Agnostic by Susan Jacoby. This new book details many of Ingersol's accomplishments,
speeches, and perspectives. Beyond those items, though, the book also emphasizes the
importance, respect, and reverence that Ingersoll held for Thomas Payne. Furthermore,
Ingersoll viewed America as a country of “We the People” instead of “In God We Trust.”

Another outlook championed by Ingersoll was his contention that an agnostic and an atheist are
no different. Ingersoll acknowledges a proof of the non-existence of god is impossible. Beyond
this, though, Ingersoll also demands that any and all concepts of god are necessarily human
creations. This implies that god has always been and always will be defined by humans.
This was only one of many compelling arguments made by Ingersoll. With whom was Ingersoll
arguing? Convention! How could he do this? Ingersoll was a regular featured speaker, and
throngs of people would show up to watch Ingersoll present his ideas. Beyond speeches,
though, Ingersoll could become antagonistic in his approach. One of his favorite topics and
great sources of enjoyment for Ingersoll was to tell people what a terrible idea it was, the
concept of god.
Randy interrupted to ask how we could encourage people to explore these ideas. Since people
are exposed to religion at such a young age for such a long, sustained time, how could we hope
to promote this intellectual curiosity?
Next, the group examined the cooperative/competitive instinct in humans. Both elements are
needed to create a successful species. Where is the balance best situated? And in tipping the
balance to one idea over another, the group next examined strategies to do this. Religion stuck
upon a wonderful idea here: claiming that god was on your side--supporting your ideas and
ideals--sure seems like a convincing argument to bring others to your position. Since
humanism, obviously, cannot use this claim, what other methods are available? Perhaps leading
by example?
As a great example, the group next listened to a CD of a speaker performing some of Ingersoll's
speeches. It was easy to recognize how these speaking events would have attracted thousands
of people. Ingersoll must have been an energetic, enthusiastic, compelling speaker.

To wrap up, we reminded everyone of the exciting next presentation slated for Wednesday,
June 04, 2014, at the UUFD. In this discussion, Tammy, a native of Russia, will explore and
detail much of the conflict occurring currently in Russia/Crimea/Ukraine. Instead of ending the
story here, though, why not let Robert Ingersoll leave some thoughtful tidbits to contemplate?
"Give me the storm and stress of thought and action rather than the dead calm of ignorance
and faith. Banish me from Eden when you will but first let me eat of the fruit of the Tree of
Knowledge."
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Fellowship Mission

In a nurturing environment of open-
ness, mutual respect, and friendship,
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse
congregation. We share values and
seek to celebrate life and support one
another in our inward and outward
searches for spiritual meaning,
provide a liberal religious presence,
and strive for compassion and justice
in our community and our world.

Want to see your name on the birthday list?
Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

minister@uufd.org (Rev. Larry Hutchison)
president@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
vicepresident@uufd.org (Joyce Throneburg

and Mary Lovell)
treasurer@uufd.org (Mark Sorensen)

secretary@uufd.org (Kathy Kline)
programs@uufd.org
newsletter@uufd.org
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June Birthdays

     June Allison     June 29

     Joan Brown      June 30

July Newsletter Deadline:  June 20


