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Upcoming Services
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.

We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

January 5   “Games for Troops”- Matt Williams

Matt Williams from the local charity "Games For Troops" will speak
about the impact that his organization has had locally and globally.

January 12  “Make It New”  -  Rev. Larry Hutchison

I read this phrase in poet Alice Fulton, who got it from Ezra Pound,
who got it from Chinese Emperor Ch'eng T'ang, founder of the Shang
Dynasty, who in Pound's account wrote:
MAKE IT NEW
on his bath tub
Day by day make it new.
"Make it new" is not new but it became the rallying cry of
modernism, of the avante-garde. Is 2014 something new here and
now? Can we break free of the habitual? Would anyone want to?

Board Meeting at Noon

January 19   “Lessons from the Front: Father Martin Mangan
in Decatur’s War Zone”  – Dr. Robert Sampson

Historian Bob Sampson will share selections from his multi-year
research on the late Father Martin Mangan and his efforts on behalf
of locked-out and striking workers in Decatur during the 1990s. The
late priest played a pivotal behind-the-scenes role in developing
strategy and providing aid and counsel to hundreds of workers
during the Staley Lockout and the Caterpillar and Bridgestone-
Firestone strikes. A long-time Decatur resident, Sampson teaches
history at Millikin University and recently published an article on
Mangan in the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society.

January 26  “Why Love and Justice Matter” - Rev. Larry
Hutchison

I believe justice will be hard in 2014. It will demand our love as well
as our understanding. For that reason, it must grip our political
emotions. Can we feel its presence and absence with a depth of
feeling we call love? Where is the place of love in our society, that
aspires to be just? We will look to Lincoln and King as guides.



April 2011 Calendar of EventsAll activities take place at the
Fellowship, unless otherwise
noted. Visitors are always
welcome!

Friday, January 3 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., January 8 - 7:00 p.m.
Humanist Group

Wed., January 8- 6:00 p.m.
Women’s Book Group

Wed., January 8 - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, January 10 -1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., January 15 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., January 15 - 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society

Friday, January 17 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., January 22  - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, January 24 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Friday, January 31 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion Group -
will meet in January on the second Wednesday of
the month, January 8, at 7:00 p.m. at the UUFD.
Contact Dave Snoeyenbos at 865-2409.

Women’s Book Group— The Women’s Book Club
will meet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, January 8 at
Tina King’s home. The book is Wild by Cheryl
Strayed.

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from
7:00-8:30. For further information contact Ron

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS) --- The DVS
group meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. for a vegetarian potluck dinner, followed
by a live or video presentation at 8:00 p.m. The
meetings are open to the public. If you interested
in participating in a potluck, please either (1) bring
a vegetarian or vegan dish with a list of ingredients
or (2) donate $5. Also, you should bring your own
eating utensils. Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509)
for additional information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant Group - This
group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 12 noon. We are discussing Eboo Patel’s
new book Sacred Ground.

Food Bank Sunday

Please bring a donation of non-perishable food
items for local food banks to the Sunday service
on January 19.



Rev. Hutchison’s Office Hours

Monday day off

Tuesday 10 - 12

Wednesday 10 - 12 & 6 - 8

Thursday 10 - 12

Friday study at home

E-mail: minister@uufd.org

Phone 352-949-1601 anytime Church phone 875-5442
Rev. Larry Hutchison

YOU, ME AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!

The sun lifts a brightness from the freshly fallen snow here at the corner, today.
And yes, from the rooftop to the eaves the icicles do sparkle with a radiance
that points clearly to hope and possibilities. It causes one, at the moment to hold unto
a gorgeous beauty, melting, like a memory of the past year, as we lean together
into the new year.
This pause of pure radiance in the stillness of "white noise" moving up and down
MacArthur opens a space of memory and expectation as ones mind travels the many
experiences we've woven together, in and out, up and down another year.
From here, 2014 appears to be arriving as a heavy fog moves in and beautiful large
snowflakes began to fall on the outside of my afternoon. Is there a message outside
the window? The sudden change in the weather reminds us of change, that each second
is new, that it is a gift, that 2014 is a large and wonderful gift of hope and possibilities.
And each snowflake reminds us that we are each different, beautiful human beings.
I could go on and on, but I'm losing 2013, fast!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! Peace, Larry



News from Religious Education

RE Schedule
New Year -- New Beginnings -- New invitation for all kids to join us for a lively month of a variety of
topics and activities.

Jan. 5 - Combined Class -Subject TBA, Jennifer Sekosky.

Jan. 12 -
Primary - Subject TBA, Krystle Callarman.
Intermediate -- Bernie Lundeen and Lorelei Zaker will start the new curriculum for the intermediate
group. Sing to the Power
affirms our Unitarian Universalist heritage of confronting “powers and structures of evil with justice,
compassion, and the transforming power of love.” Participants experience their own power, and
understand how it can help them to be leaders.

Jan. 19 --
Primary - Subject TBA, Jennifer Sekosky.
Intermediate - Sing to the Power curriculum, Lorelei Zaker.

Jan. 26 -
Combined – “Fitness and Funness”, Bill Harbeck.

***************************************************************

***************************************************************

President’s Message
My Best Wishes to all of you for a Very Happy New Year that is filled with Health, Happiness, Peace &
Prosperity! May we all be kinder, gentler and do what we can to make the world a better place for
ourselves and the younger generations to follow! Amen!

See ya in church! Rita

NorthWest Earth Institute Course

Once again UUFD is offering a course from the NorthWest Earth Institute coordinated by your Green
Sanctuary Committee. This time we are networking with Millikin professor Dr. Roslyn O’Conner and
ecology club students, who picked the course Reconnecting With Earth. This six session discussion
course will begin January 28th at 7PM and run consecutive Tuesday evenings through March 4th. It is
open to the public as well as to students and will be held in the Science hall at Millikin. Topics Covered:

Wild Nature: An experience of awe and wonder in nature can lead to a deeper sense of connection
to the Earth. How do these experiences shape our relationship to the Earth?

Shifting Paradigms: Human beings are one of many species, everything is interconnected, and
sustainability should replace economic growth as our long-term goal. How do these underlying
assumptions differ from current assumptions of our society?

Nature and Spirit: Religion and spirituality can play a significant role in shaping ecological values
and ethics. What insight and inspiration for taking responsibility for Earth do they offer?

The Universe Story: Scientific discoveries in physics, biology and cosmology are challenging our
assumptions about how the world works. How might these insights change our relationship to the
Earth?

Ecopsychology: Modern life tends to cut us off from our bond to the natural world. Could restoration
of that bond help heal both individuals and the planet?

Bringing it Down to Earth: Modern, postindustrial society reflects an outdated world view. How can
we build a society that reflects a new understanding of our place on Earth? How can we as
individuals, live a more Earth-centered lifestyle?

Should you be interested in joining in this discussion course please contact Marge Evans
mmedec@aol.com or 864-2843. I will order the books and should have them by mid January.



Assault on Voting Rights:
John Malan of the Springfield UU congregation is interested in organizing a group to go to
Raleigh, NC on Feb. 8 to protest the assault on voting rights taking place in North
Carolina.Below is a excerpt from an email from the UUA group called “Standing on the Side
of Love” with more information.
Contact John at johnmalan@gmail.com to Join the "Most Massive Moral Rally in the South
since Selma!"
–---------------------------------------------------------------------------
North Carolina UU Clergy Arrested for Civil Disobedience
Call for Your Help
Come to March & Rally in Raleigh
Saturday, February 8, 2014
At the request of the NAACP, and our Unitarian Universalist partners here in North Carolina,
we are being asked to come to Raleigh on Saturday, February, when the NAACP will host
the “Mass Moral March on Raleigh” as part of the Historic Thousands on Jones Street
(known locally as HKONJ). The NAACP has a vision that this will be the most massive moral
rally in the South since Selma. And we need it to be. Come join UUA President Rev. Peter
Morales,and partners from across the country as we respond to the spiritual call to engage
in the struggle. Will you join us in Raleigh on February 8? Congregations in Raleigh and
Durham are preparing to welcome you.

Labyrinth Walk, Oneness Blessing, and Communion

A Labyrinth Walk will take place on Friday, January 17 at 7 p.m. at the Abraham Lincoln
Unitarian Universalist Congregation.
Walking the labyrinth is an ancient practice -- older than most religions -- and is a
wonderful way to center.
Labyrinth walks have grown in popularity not only among UUs, but among other faith
traditions as well. Adding to the spiritual depth of the experience, John Malan and Carley
Mattimore-
Malan will be offering a Oneness Blessing to participants. A UU Communion will be
celebrated afterwards. Future dates are: 2/21, 3/21, 4/18, 5/16 and 6/20.

PFLAG (Parents & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)

Springfield has a new PFLAG chapter. PFLAG is a national organization that is organized into
regional chapters whose goal is to provide support for parents and friends of LGBT persons
as well as for LGBT individuals. Some time ago, a previous local chapter existed in
Springfield, but then disbanded. This PFLAG group is open to all and welcomes your energy!
This group meets at 7 p.m. on the third Monday. If you have any questions, please contact
the Rev. Martin Woulfe, 217-585-9550.



Humanism Group
By Tim Rooney

Humanists Have a Holiday Story to Tell

On Wednesday, December 4th at 7:00 in the evening, the Greater Decatur Humanists met as usual
at the UUFD. What was unusual about the meeting was the choice of topics. The usual meeting
centers on societal affairs or other pertinent, current worldly concerns. Instead, the December
meeting was to share Humanist holiday stories that demonstrates all the good that people have
done around the world in efforts to work for the betterment of those very people. And did I have a
story to share... Well, I intended to bring a story, but I ran out of time. Surely our other members
would bring a story, though. "So who brought a story? Really? Nobody? In that case, we can talk
about the website!"

Thankfully, the Humanists always have much to talk about so conversation was not missing from
the meeting. We began with a discussion of the proposed website. We examined the tone, context,
and information provided. We also looked at hosting options, funding sources, and links or
affiliations we wanted to promote via the website. Finally, we decided to move forward with the
idea with hopes that the website would be up and running by the start of 2014.

With business out of the way, the group returned to more relevant discussion of Humanism. What
to talk about? The group founder, Doug, had brought along a poem. Although not the holiday story
we had hoped for, it was still a compelling, perhaps provocative piece of poetry. It was entitled
“Thank you, God” by Phillip Appleman. After hearing this sobering, cynical set of quatrains, we had
something to discuss!

With this poem as a background, Doug also introduced a quotation from E. O. Wilson, a renowned
scientist and humanist. According to Wilson, “We exist in a bizarre combination of Stone Age
emotions, medieval beliefs, and god-like technology.” How can we resolve our stone age beliefs
with the god-like technology? Perhaps more relevant to Humanists, how can we rely on people to
provide an answer to this question?

Doug suggested a possible explanation, but it was hardly the solution we sought. Doug stated that
people ignoring reason was the greatest cause of the problem. Yet Doug also conceded that he did
not want to be without emotion. How can we define when emotion is important? How can we
control emotion in that situation?

Tina interjected with the question of what defines “emotion?” Define those terms! Leonard then
suggested that the humanist group should be a place to solve problems. What is the purpose of
the humanist group if we were not trying to advance or promote an idea? The primary role of
Humanism should not be to suppress religion but instead, to encourage solutions. People need to
harness this human craving to do something good--to better the world.

So how can we do this? Again, the group was reminded of the great diversity of goals and aims
that humanists generally have. What local charity or group merited support from the group? There
were so many possibilities, and the primary focus of each of these groups was different. What
could everyone in our little meeting support? The group was again reminded that almost any social
justice also brings about controversy. The difficulty of unifying any group of Humanists again
surfaced.

That was enough to conclude the meeting and remind us that the January meeting will have a bit
of a change. Since the first Wednesday in January is the 1st of the month, the group decided it
would be best to delay the meeting by one week. Therefore, the Greater Decatur Humanists will
meet on Wednesday, January 8th at 7:00 p.m. at the UUFD to discuss the decision by the state of
Illinois to change the pension system. How is this fair? How should this have been done? Please
join us to explore this topic!
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Fellowship Mission

In a nurturing environment of open-
ness, mutual respect, and friendship,
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse
congregation. We share values and
seek to celebrate life and support one
another in our inward and outward
searches for spiritual meaning,
provide a liberal religious presence,
and strive for compassion and justice
in our community and our world.

Want to see your name on the birthday list?
Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

minister@uufd.org (Rev. Larry Hutchison)
president@uufd.org (Rita Schwake)

vicepresident@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
treasurer@uufd.org (Mark Sorensen)
secretary@uufd.org (Barb Hannon)

programs@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
newsletter@uufd.org (Kathy Kline and Terry Ankrom)
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January Birthdays

Denise Lohrenz-Renfro      Jan. 6

Jasmyn Zaker                   Jan. 8

Ada Elder                          Jan. 15

Mark Sorensen                  Jan. 20

Caius Pajer                        Jan. 21

Hadrian Pajer                    Jan. 21

Amy Stockwell                   Jan. 22

February Newsletter Deadline:  January 20


