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Secretary:
Barb Hannon

Board Members at
Large:

Mel Weinstein
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Joyce Throneburg
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Ken Robertson

Vern Thistlethwaite
Dave Snoeyenbos

Upcoming Services
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.

We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

February 2  "Three Perspectives on Reality, Time and
Spirituality: Christian, Buddhist, and Hindu."
Dr. William Keagle

A frequent speaker at UUFD, Professor Bill Keagle teaches history
and religion at Millikin University. He formerly served for many years
as the minister at Argenta Presbyterian Church. He and his wife
Barbara have shared 59 years of marriage and have been active in
music and theater since they came to Decatur in 1968.

February 9    “Love For A Posthuman Valentine” -
Rev. Larry Hutchison

Posthuman means that we humans are not the center of the
universe. Another way to put it is, "we are all matter and we all
matter".  What is love if we decenter the human? Will love change?
How does the "brittlestar" and "pitcher plant" help us with love?
Let's meet the universe halfway and explore the entanglement of
matter, love and meaning. Or, how/why be a naturalist.
HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY!!

Board Meeting at Noon

February 16  “How Do Newspapers Figure Into the Future?” -
Dick Zaker

Print journalism is having mixed success transferring to the new
cyber reality. Zaker, who has more than four decades of experience
in the news business, will give his perspective.

February 23  “Coexisting With Science And Religion In
Decatur”  -  Rev. Larry Hutchison

Maybe we can cut a deal where all the biologists can believe in God and
and all the evangelicals can believe in evolution. It's easy to view this
relationship in its extremes. We will began with South Park's two part series,
"Go God Go" which raises some very important questions. What is science?
What is the scientific method? Does a scientific worldview lead to atheism?
Are science and religion compatible? We will be looking for solutions not
enemies.



April 2011 Calendar of EventsAll activities take place at the
Fellowship, unless otherwise
noted. Visitors are always
welcome!

Wed. February 5 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., February 5 - 7:00 p.m.
Humanist Group

Friday, February 7 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., February 12 6:00 p.m.
Women’s Book Group

Wed., February 12 - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, February 14 -1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., February 19 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., February 19 - 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society

Friday, February 21 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Sat., February 22 - 7:00 p.m.
Environmental Film Series

Wed., February 26  - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, February 28 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion Group -
Meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00
p.m. at the UUFD. Contact Dave Snoeyenbos at
865-2409.

Women’s Book Group— The Women’s Book Club
will meet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, February 12 at
the home of Vicky Harbeck and the book is The
Lowland by Lahiri.

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from
7:00-8:30. For further information contact Ron
Shafer

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS) --- The DVS
group meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. for a vegetarian potluck dinner, followed
by a live or video presentation at 8:00 p.m. The
meetings are open to the public. If you interested
in participating in a potluck, please either (1) bring
a vegetarian or vegan dish with a list of ingredients
or (2) donate $5. Also, you should bring your own
eating utensils. Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509)
for additional information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant Group - This
group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 12 noon. We are discussing Eboo Patel’s
new book Sacred Ground.

Food Bank Sunday

Please bring a donation of non-perishable food
items for local food banks to the Sunday service
on February 16.



Rev. Hutchison’s Office Hours

Monday day off

Tuesday 10 - 12

Wednesday 10 - 12 & 6 - 8

Thursday 10 - 12

Friday study at home

E-mail: minister@uufd.org

Phone 352-949-1601 anytime Church phone 875-5442
Rev. Larry Hutchison

YOU, ME AND THE FILM SERIES

On the east side of Scotland there is a walk called the John Muir Walkway where John Muir grew up
in a strict Scottish Presbyterian home. He was forced to memorize the entire New Testament and large
portions of the Old Testament, and was thrashed when he made a mistake. He was constantly warned of his
sinfulness and the risk of damnation. My dad was of Scottish Presbyterian stock and tried to instill such
thoughts in my brother and me.

The Muir family moved to Wisconsin when John was eight. They lived in a hut on a countryside teeming with
life. He became more and more interested in the world around him, in poetry, philosophy, engineering, botany
and geology, but his father said the Bible was the only book he needed, and insisted the boy go straight to bed
after his Bible studies at 8 pm.

He entered the University of Wisconsin but left after three years to take a shepherding job in the High Sierra near
Yosemite Park in California in 1869. The High Sierra was like a conversion experience for him. He felt redeemed
from the iron cage of his father's Presbyterianism, and felt himself back in a sinless Eden, "creation's dawn. The
morning stars still sing together, and the world, not yet half made, became more beautiful every day." His is a
Nature-worship reminiscent of passages of Heraclitus, seeing Nature as a great animated web, resonating with
consciousness, joy and love:
      Warm, sunny day, thrilling plant and animals and rocks alike, making sap and blood
      flow fast, and making every particle of the crystal mountains throb and swirl and
      in glad accord like star dust.
The Sierra becomes his church, the stones give sermons, the mountain pines seem "definite symbols, divine
hieroglyphics written with sunbeams," and every creature seems to speak "God's joy."

To learn more of this inspiring Scottish life come to this years "Environmental Film Series." The series begins February
22nd with the exciting life of Rachel Carson, "A Sense of Wonder." Pass the film flyer on to a friend after you've put it
on your calendar. See you there!!

Peace, Larry



News from Religious Education

Please join us in February for Religious Education. Both groups of children are working with
UUA curricula that will help build and grow their understanding of the UU principles. For the
younger group, there is a timely special emphasis this month on love. Please see Lorelei if
you can contribute or if you want to help in any way.

February
RE

Schedule Primary Class Intermediate Class

First Sunday – 2/2 Jennifer S.
Tapestry of Faith

children’s curriculum -
Love surrounds us

Christina C.
(and Lorelei)

Sing to the Power
Lesson 3

Second Sunday – 2/9 Linda Shroyer
Valentine’s Day

activities and craft

Bernie L.
(and Lorelei)

Sing to the Power
Lesson 4

Larry Sunday; Christina
plays piano.

Board meeting.

Third Sunday – 2/16 Jennifer
Tapestry of Faith

children’s curriculum -
Friends

Christina C.
Sing to the Power

Lesson 5

Fourth Sunday – 2/23 Krystle
Tapestry of Faith

children’s curriculum -
Sharing

Lorelei or Dick Z.
Sing to the Power

Lesson 6

Larry Sunday; Christina
plays piano.

***************************************************************



***************************************************************

President’s Message

Thanks to Mel, I have discovered that our Constitution calls for the election of our Ministerial
Search Committee to be elected via a Congregational Meeting! Therefore, please plan to
attend this meeting on Sunday, Feb 2 after the service to elect this body. I have nominated
the following members to serve: Bernie Lundeen, Mark Sorensen, Marge Evans, Rex Crow
and Joyce Throneburg. Other nominations may be made from the floor. Also, the President is
a member of all committees. If you have questions prior to this meeting, feel free to call or
email me. Remember, we must have a quorum of members to elect this committee.
I would also like to thank our members and friends for their generosity in making our holiday
project, which provided dinner and gifts for two families at Christmas. It was very much
appreciated by the recipients! I'm sure we will recommend a repeat of this activity next year!
Please check the calendar in this newsletter and note other activities which may be of
interest to you or to others you may know of; such as our upcoming Northwest Institute
course, being held at Millikin U. this year.

See ya in church! Rita

***************************************************************

2014 Environmental Film Series

It's almost here again! Now in its seventh year (becoming an established tradition), the
Green Sanctuary Committee, in conjunction with the Audubon Society of Decatur and the
Community Environmental Council, is sponsoring an environmental and nature film series at
the Fellowship starting in late February and continuing through early-April. The purpose of the
film series is (1) to bring awareness to environmental issues and (2) as a community outreach
project for the Fellowship. All the films are free (what a deal!) and are shown on a movie
screen with stereo sound. The flyer for the first film series is included in this newsletter.
Donations are accepted at these events and the purchase of concessions (organic popcorn
made with unrefined oil using a theater-style popcorn maker), along with healthier drinks, will
help support the Fellowship in this endeavor. Note that the films have not likely been shown in
a theatre setting in Decatur or on local television. Patrons can stay after each screening for a
short discussion session led by a guest speaker. Please come out to support your Green
Sanctuary Committee in these outreach events, eat some healthier popcorn, and enjoy some
top-notch, engrossing films.



2014 ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES
WHAT: Contemporary documentaries dealing with environmental issues …

best flicks for thinking, discussing, dreaming & imagining!

WHERE: SANCTUARY, UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF DECATUR
3773 N. Macarthur Road (Corner of Mound & Macarthur roads), Decatur, IL
SCREEN PROJECTION WITH STEREO SOUND [for info contact 217-521-9702]

ADMISSION: FREE! But Donations Accepted ---- No One Turned Away If Space Is Available

CONCESSIONS: Fresh Theater-style Popcorn and Healthy Drinks Sold

EXTRAS: Local Experts As Discussion Leaders .... Surprise Film Shorts

7:00 pm, Saturday, February 22nd 7:00 pm, Saturday, March 8th

A Sense of Wonder (2009, 55 min.) Chasing Ice (2012, 75 min.)

7:00 pm, Saturday, March 22nd 7:00 pm, Saturday, April 5th

Urban Roots (2011, 93 min.) John Muir in the New World (2011, 85 min.)

Thanks to Our Sponsors:

When pioneering environmentalist Rachel Carson published
"Silent Spring" in 1962, the backlash from her critics thrust her
into the center of a political maelstrom. Despite her private
persona, her convictions about the risks posed by chemical
pesticides forced her into the role of controversial public
figure. A fascinating docudrama of an American heroine.

In the spring of 2005, acclaimed environmental photographer
James Balog headed to the Arctic for Nat Geo to capture
images to help tell the story of the Earth’s changing climate.
Even with a scientific upbringing, Balog had been a skeptic
about climate change. But that first trip north opened his eyes
to the biggest story in human history ...

With the collapse of the auto industry and plunging home
prices, the industrial powerhouse of a lost American era has
died, and the skeleton left behind is present-day Detroit. But
now, in the empty lots, in the old factory yards, and in-
between the sad, sagging blocks of company housing, seeds of
change are taking root. A small group of dedicated citizens,
allied with environmental and academic groups, have started an
urban environmental movement with the potential to transform
a city and a country after the end of the industrial age.

Preservationist, naturalist, author, explorer, activist, scientist,
farmer, John Muir (4/21/1838 - 12/24/1914) was all these
things and more. Explaining his impact then and now, this
documentary delves into Muir's life with reenactments filmed
in the majestic landscapes he visited: Wisconsin, Yosemite and
the Sierra Nevada, the Alhambra Valley of California, and the
glaciers of Alaska. It captures the man known as the father of
the environmental movement. This film is a timely reminder
of America’s unique and, ultimately, threatened eco-systems.

Audubon Society of Decatur Community Environmental
Council

Unitarian-Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

A discussion follows
each show.

A discussion follows
each show.
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Fellowship Mission

In a nurturing environment of open-
ness, mutual respect, and friendship,
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse
congregation. We share values and
seek to celebrate life and support one
another in our inward and outward
searches for spiritual meaning,
provide a liberal religious presence,
and strive for compassion and justice
in our community and our world.

Want to see your name on the birthday list?
Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

minister@uufd.org (Rev. Larry Hutchison)
president@uufd.org (Rita Schwake)

vicepresident@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
treasurer@uufd.org (Mark Sorensen)
secretary@uufd.org (Barb Hannon)

programs@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
newsletter@uufd.org (Kathy Kline and Terry Ankrom)
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February Birthdays

Athena Pajer                    Feb. 5

Nancy Hutchison               Feb. 24

March Newsletter Deadline:  February 20


