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               December 2014

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-5442

Upcoming Services
                  at 10:15 a.m.

Dec. 7 – “Waiting” with Rev. Elaine Gehrmann
 As the Advent season begins, we will explore the ups and downs

of preparation, expectation and anticipation.

Dec. 14 – “Understanding Nature Through Birds of
Prey” with Jacques Nuzzo
   The staff at the Illinois Raptor Center work tirelessly to rescue
orphaned and injured wildlife for their return to the wild. Hear how
their mission extends to wildlife and environmental education.

Dec. 21 – “The Still Point” with Rev. Elaine Gehrmann
   The sun seems to pause at the winter solstice, before turning us
again toward increasing light. We will reflect on our ceremonies
and celebrations at this time of year.

Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Service **at 4 p.m.**
  Please join us for an intergenerational service of readings and
carols. Please bring a plate of holiday treats to share at our
reception.
Dec. 28 – “The Philosophy of Giving” with Jesse Steinberg
   Do we have a moral obligation to donate our time and money to
help others? Steinberg, a member of the University of Wisconsin-
Madison philosophy department, will explore  the extent of one's
obligations to others.

   This month,
we salute YOU
– all of you
who have

made this Newsletter what
it is. You apparently like to
be in the know about
what’s happening at
Mound and MacArthur
because you’re filling us in
on your activities. It’s the
lifeblood of any publication
such as this.
   We take time out in this
season of giving to thank
those who have given us
such good “material”.

Inside
“At the circus”
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This year, our congregation is supporting Oasis Day Center's
Mission, with a donation of $500. Oasis provides homeless
individuals with an opportunity to meet their basic needs while

linking them to services in the community. Oasis tar-
gets homeless adults, as well as those who suffer
from multiple diagnoses, such as substance abuse
and mental illness. This donation reminds me of our
UU principles. The goal of world community with
peace, liberty and justice for all.

Also, in a “green” spirit, please remember when you are the last
one (or one of the last ones) to leave the building, please turn
down the thermostat to 65°. Thank you! I wanted to wish ev-
eryone a Happy Holiday!

 Bernie’s words
From the president to you



Calendar of Events

Wed., Dec. 3 – 7 p.m.
Greater Decatur Humanists,
UUFD

Sun. Dec. 7 - noon
UUFD Board; ALL welcome

Wed., Dec. 17 – 10 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group, UUFD

Wed., Dec. 17 – 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society,
UUFD

Thurs., Nov. 20 – noon
Third Thursday Brown Bag,
UUFD

Sun., Dec. 21 – Food
donations accepted at UUFD
for Northeast Community
Fund

Greater Decatur Humanists
  For its Dec. 3 meeting, the group will consider “The
American Dream": Does it still exist?  David Snoeyen-
bos will lead the discussion, beginning at 7 p.m. in the
Fellowship.

   If you are a humanist, come and enjoy the views of
like-minded people. If you don’t consider yourself
such, come anyway, to experience this point of view.
   In November, for example, group members focused
on cultural evolution, via the book Human Nature by
Paul Ehrlich. Cultural evolution was described as the
vehicle that brought us language and the social organi-
zations we use today and should be counted upon to
confront our challenges ahead.
   For more on this local humanist group, go to
www.gdhumanists.org

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS)
 A potluck dinner is followed each month by a

presentation at 8 p.m. Bring a vegetarian or vegan
dish with a recipe or donate $5.Contact Mel Weinstein
(mel.weinstein.domehome@gmail.com) for more
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‘Face-ing’ up to technology

It can get a little tricky,
navigating your way to
the Fellowship’s
Facebook lodgings. You
apparently have to type
in “UUFD” and not the full name
to gain access. We think you’ll
be happy you did!

One ‘thrilled’ UU
 Thanks to everyone for your warm "welcome back"

on my behalf at the November 16 services. It was a
thrill seeing all of you again after too long a hiatus,
and enjoying your beautiful building renovations as
well. If you're ever in Dallas, please feel free to give
me a call at the Dallas Public Library. In the meantime,
thanks for your continuing friendship, and I hope we'll
all be together again long before another 15 years
pass.

All best wishes...................Cathy Ritchie

   Now, let’s see if we can get more “guest shots” from
former UUFD members! Here’s a project. Why not
think of someone of whom you were fond at UUFD
who’s moved away. Make some contact, Facebook or
otherwise, and “report back” to the Newsletter editor.
If you can coax them to visit, so much the better.

http://www.gdhumanists.org
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Along the lane with Elaine
It’s hard to believe that it is December so soon, although we have certainly had our share of

wintry weather already! I always enjoy this time of year, with the excitement and hustle and
bustle of the holiday season beginning, although I confess that it is often a challenge to not let the
bustle get the best of me. I appreciate a soft snow shower to remind me to slow down and
appreciate the beauty around me, the stillness, the quiet, the peace. I hope that you can find
moments of beauty and peace amidst the busy-ness of these December days!
   I appreciate those of you who have come to the Third Thursday Brown Bags. I will offer one

more, on Thursday, Dec. 18 at noon, and I invite you to bring along a
favorite holiday song on CD. I will have a CD player set up and we can
share our favorites.
   We will be having a Christmas Eve Service at UUFD this year, on Dec. 24
at 4 p.m. I invite any of you who would like to share a meaningful holiday
memory or tradition to write up a short personal story, reflection or
anecdote (350 words or less) to be shared in this service (either by you or
someone else), and send to me by Sunday, Dec. 21, at minister@uufd.org.

Please bring a plate of holiday treats to share after the service.
   Starting this month, I will be holding my Tuesday afternoon hours (1-3 p.m.) at Starbucks.
Please consider stopping by if you’re available.
   I hope to start up two new discussion groups in January: One is a book discussion group on
this year’s UUA Common Read -- “Reclaiming Prophetic Witness: Liberal Religion in the Public
Square” by Paul Rasor (Skinner House Books, 2013). He asserts that conservative Christianity is
not the only valid religious voice in our national social policy and invites us to explore and claim
our contribution as religious liberals to the pressing moral and ethical debates of our
contemporary world. Another discussion group is “Conversations on Race”, which will use a variety
of resources as a framework for discussing topics related to race. These will most likely be on
Tuesday or Thursday evenings, and if you are particularly interested in participating in or the
other of these discussion groups, please let me know your evening preference.
   I hope to see many of you at our services this month, and please consider bringing a friend who
might appreciate our UU interpretation of the holiday season.
   I wish you all a beautiful December, with bright lights, warm hearths, furry friends, cheerful
smiles, hushed stillness and starry nights.

   My general office hours are:
Tuesday 10 a.m.–noon, and 1–3 p.m. (at Starbucks, remember)

Wednesday 10 a.m.-noon and 4-6 p.m.
Thursday 10 a.m.-noon

And other times by appointment
The best ways to reach me are: e-mail, minister@uufd.org, or by phone: Home 217-344-2335,

Cell 217-358-9412, or Church 217-875-5442.  Don’t hesitate to be in touch!

Yours in faith,
Elaine

Food Donation
Sunday

 Please bring a donation of non-
perishable food items for local food
banks to the Sunday service on Dec. 21.

http://minister@uufd.org
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REjoice with our kids

Giving Tree update
   Families have been selected for
the 2014 UUFD Giving Tree, with
the help of several fine people.
Thanks to all who have pulled
names from the “branches” of the
Tree. On Sunday, Dec. 14, please
drop off unwrapped gifts, marked
with recipients’ names, to the RE
Pod. We can’t thank you enough!

   On the next Sunday our IUUREK
(Industrious Unitarian Universalist Religious
Education Kids) will help adults wrap the
gifts. Linda Shroyer and Mary Lovell will de-
liver packages to families.

Our championship ‘boxers’
Did we say our RE kids were industrious?

UUFD sent a check for $146.91 to UNICEF
from the coins they collected at church Oct.
26. All told, 31 adults and seven kids
donated.

This month’s classes
   Here’s what’s percolating for December:
winter solstice, Hanukkah, Christmas and
the meaning of New Year’s rituals.
Something tells me it’s all happening “in
the Pod”.

Christmas Church Tour
   Sunday, Dec. 14, from 1:00-3:30 p.m., six downtown churches will host an open
house. They are: Central United Methodist Church, House of Miracles, First United
Methodist Church, First Presbyterian Church, St. Peter’s AME Church and First Luther-
an Church.
   Follow the map provided for you by walking, driving or riding the trolley for free
from church to church. Each church will have music, refreshments and guides to walk
you through their sanctuaries, which are decorated for the season. For more informa-
tion, contact Rev. Kathy King-Nobles at 423-9711 or pastorkathy@ decaturfirstumc.org.

Sitting in with us
Ever wondered what it would be like to

“run away with the circus”? Alyson Kramer
could tell you. Mosey on back to
the Religious Education area
sometime and say hello to her.
Alyson’s the new RE babysitter.
She’s a senior at Millikin, majoring
in communications. She traveled

with a circus for 10 years. Welcome, Alyson!

Thanksgiving
food boxes

On Nov. 23,
several  UUFD
members helped out
with the Judy Mason
Food Basket project.
Helping to assure a
better holiday dinner
for the less fortune
were Hunter, Jack
and Jennifer
Sekosky, Linda and
Darwin Shroyer, and
Jasmyn and Lorelei
Zaker
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SHARE, SHARE, SHARE!
Send e-mail with your natal day to

newsletter@uufd.org

The birthdays
Judy Thistlethwaite                        Dec. 4
Dick Zaker                                    Dec. 4
Lorelei Zaker                               Dec. 30

The minister’s office hours

Tuesday: 10 a.m.-noon, 1-3 p.m. (at
Starbucks)
Wednesday: 10 a.m. - noon, 4-6
p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m.-noon
Other times: by appointment

The Fellowship Mission

 IN A nurturing environment of openness, mutual respect, and friendship, the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We share values
and seek to celebrate life and support one another in our inward and outward searches
for spiritual meaning, provide a liberal religious presence, and strive for compassion.

The “officials”

President: Bernadette Lundeen
(president@uufd.org)

Co-Vice Presidents: Joyce Throneburg
and Mary Lovell
(vice president @uufd.org)

Past President: Rita Schwake

Treasurer: Mark Sorensen
(treasurer @uufd.org)

Secretary: Kathy Kline
(secretary@uufd.org)

Board Members at Large: Eric DeVore,
Tatiana Isakovski, Dick Zaker

UUFD Trust Board: Ken Robertson,
Dave Snoeyenbos, Vern Thistlethwaite

The deadline

Please have your items in
by Dec. 20, either at

newsletter@uufd.org or the
Newsletter mailbox in the

Fellowship office

Because, what would this Newsletter be without our “records page”?

Greatness among us
While looking online for a key to the

historical, notable UUs, pictured on the
poster next to one of the sanctuary
doors, we ran across a video of famous

UUs. It was produced by
Northwest UU
Congregation, near Atlanta,
Ga.

   In about four minutes, to
the accompaniment of “Let
It Be”, it lists such people

as Frank Lloyd Wright, Steve Allen, Linus
Pauling, Louisa May Alcott, Rod Serling
and Susan B. Anthony. (Yes, we realize
there weren’t very many women on the
list. Also, did you know that Susan
Anthony’s middle name was “Brownell”?
we just had to find that out.)

   There are no DNA tests
for “being” a Unitarian or
Universalist or UU, so you
have to take this list with a
few grains of salt. The
exact Web address for the
video was hard to figure
out, so you might Google
“famous Unitarian Universalist YouTube”
to get there.
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