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Upcoming Services
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.

We offer religious education for children and child care for babies.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

April 6   “Greening”     Marge Evans

Reflections by an environmentalist.

April 13    “Malala: A Symbol Of Hope”
UUFD Youth & Rev. Larry Hutchison

Who is Malala? She is "the girl who stood up for education". We will be
celebrating Palm Sunday with our youth. They will be singing, telling
stories, playing music and standing up for themselves.
"I Am Malala" is a story that will inspire and encourage, it is a story
that reaffirms that one voice has the power to change society, even if
that voice is a young person.
Board Meeting at Noon

April 20  “50 Years After Rachel Carson: Where Are We Now?”
Mel Weinstein

The first documentary of this year's Environmental Film Series was "A
Sense of Wonder", a docu-drama about the life of Rachel Carson, who
permanently changed America in the early 1960's with the publication
of her book, "Silent Spring." In celebration of Earth Day, let's talk
about those changes and hear what others have to say about the
impact of Rachel Carson's work. We'll watch a short video
commentary, then hear opinions from some local folks. Music by Pete
Seeger.

April 27   “Gifts For the Future”
Joyce Throneburg & Rev. Larry Hutchison

The giving began 61 years ago, when 16 religious liberals met in
downtown Decatur and organized UUFD. The gifts that have been
handed down to us over these years are no less amazing this year
than last: a beautiful space and facility; a caring and diverse
community; a core of values which hold us together as well as launch
us out into our surrounding community to offer a welcoming spirit and
helping hand.
Again, again we come and go, changed, changing.
Hands join, unjoin in love and fear, grief and joy.
The circles turn, each giving into each, into all.
--Wendell Berry



April 2011 Calendar of EventsAll activities take place at the
Fellowship, unless otherwise
noted. Visitors are always
welcome!

Wed. April 2 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., April 2 - 7:00 p.m.
Humanist Group

Friday,  April 4 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Sat. April 5 - 7:00 p.m.
Environmental Film Series

Wed., April 9 6:00 p.m.
Women’s Book Group

Wed., April 9 - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, April 11 -1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., April 16 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., April 16 - 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society

Friday, April 18 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., April 23  - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, April 25 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion Group -
Meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 7:00
p.m. at the UUFD. Contact Dave Snoeyenbos at
865-2409.

Women’s Book Group— The Women’s Book Club
will meet at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, April 9 at the
home of Marge Evans. Bring a dish to share. The
book is Widow of the South by Hicks.
Please RSVP directly to Marge at 864-2843.

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from
7:00-8:30. For further information contact Ron

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS) --- The DVS
group meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. for a vegetarian potluck dinner, followed
by a live or video presentation at 8:00 p.m. The
meetings are open to the public. If you interested
in participating in a potluck, please either (1) bring
a vegetarian or vegan dish with a list of ingredients
or (2) donate $5. Also, you should bring your own
eating utensils. Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509)
for additional information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant Group - This
group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 12 noon. We are discussing Eboo Patel’s
new book Sacred Ground.

Food Bank Sunday

Please bring a donation of non-perishable food
items for local food banks to the Sunday service
on April 20.



Rev. Hutchison’s Office Hours

Monday day off

Tuesday 10 - 12

Wednesday 10 - 12 & 6 - 8

Thursday 10 - 12

Friday study at home

E-mail: minister@uufd.org

Phone 352-949-1601 anytime Church phone 875-5442
Rev. Larry Hutchison

*********************************************************************

Dinners for Eight – April 26

By popular demand UUFD will offer “Dinners for Eight” on Saturday, April 26 at 6
pm.

These are small gatherings in members homes for good food and conversation. The
sign-up sheet is in the UUFD foyer...
or you can contact Kathy Sorensen at 620-6850 to sign up. Please volunteer to be
a host/hostess for 8 to 10 people or volunteer to bring a dish to someone’s home.
It is as easy as that!

This is a great way to have a fabulous meal and get to know people in a small,
purely social setting.



President’s Message

At least (and at last) we have some hints that Spring will soon arrive! At my house,
it will be most welcome! It is a busy season, both at home and at the Fellowship.
As you will see elsewhere in this bulletin, we have planned a Dinners for Eight this
month on the 26th. This is a wonderful way to become better acquainted with other
members and I especially recommend it for those who are newer attendees! Of course,
many of our long-timers would not miss them, either. There will be room on the sign-up
sheet to indicate if you are able to be one of our hosts for 8 or so people.
UUA National Assembly will be held Jun 25-29 in Providence, RI this year. If you would
like to attend, please see me or Larry about official delegate status so that you may
represent the Fellowship and vote on our behalf.
Kudos to the Green Sanctuary for another inspiring film series, which is continuing this
month and on their Northwest Institute Discussion Course, which was held at Millikin U
this year. They are also planning their annual Spring cleanup of the grounds and
gardens. Extra help is always appreciated for this!
The finance committee is busy on a proposed budget for next fiscal year and we will
conduct the annual pledge drive on April 26.
Be sure to let us know what you can contribute to make our Fellowship successful!
See ya in church!
Rita

***************************************************************

Religious Education

Get in tune with RE

April's going to be a musical month for our kids! The youth will fe featured in the April
13 service, especially by singing. So we look forward to having them get to RE on
March 30 and April 6 for the all-important rehearsing to get them familiar with their
songs. And remember, Easter comes along this month, too. See you in RE!



Don’t miss the final film in the series, Saturday April 5th at 7 pm   !!!

2014 ENVIRONMENTAL FILM SERIES
WHAT: Contemporary documentaries dealing with environmental issues …

best flicks for thinking, discussing, dreaming & imagining!

WHERE: SANCTUARY, UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF DECATUR
3773 N. Macarthur Road (Corner of Mound & Macarthur roads), Decatur, IL
SCREEN PROJECTION WITH STEREO SOUND [for info contact 217-521-9702]

ADMISSION: FREE! But Donations Accepted ---- No One Turned Away If Space Is Available

CONCESSIONS: Fresh Theater-style Popcorn and Healthy Drinks Sold

EXTRAS: Local Experts As Discussion Leaders .... Surprise Film Shorts

7:00 pm, Saturday, February 22nd 7:00 pm, Saturday, March 8th

A Sense of Wonder (2009, 55 min.) Chasing Ice (2012, 75 min.)

7:00 pm, Saturday, March 22nd 7:00 pm, Saturday, April 5th

Urban Roots (2011, 93 min.) John Muir in the New World (2011, 85 min.)

Thanks to Our Sponsors:

When pioneering environmentalist Rachel Carson published
"Silent Spring" in 1962, the backlash from her critics thrust her
into the center of a political maelstrom. Despite her private
persona, her convictions about the risks posed by chemical
pesticides forced her into the role of controversial public
figure. A fascinating docudrama of an American heroine.

In the spring of 2005, acclaimed environmental photographer
James Balog headed to the Arctic for Nat Geo to capture
images to help tell the story of the Earth’s changing climate.
Even with a scientific upbringing, Balog had been a skeptic
about climate change. But that first trip north opened his eyes
to the biggest story in human history ...

With the collapse of the auto industry and plunging home
prices, the industrial powerhouse of a lost American era has
died, and the skeleton left behind is present-day Detroit. But
now, in the empty lots, in the old factory yards, and in-
between the sad, sagging blocks of company housing, seeds of
change are taking root. A small group of dedicated citizens,
allied with environmental and academic groups, have started an
urban environmental movement with the potential to transform
a city and a country after the end of the industrial age.

Preservationist, naturalist, author, explorer, activist, scientist,
farmer, John Muir (4/21/1838 - 12/24/1914) was all these
things and more. Explaining his impact then and now, this
documentary delves into Muir's life with reenactments filmed
in the majestic landscapes he visited: Wisconsin, Yosemite and
the Sierra Nevada, the Alhambra Valley of California, and the
glaciers of Alaska. It captures the man known as the father of
the environmental movement. This film is a timely reminder
of America’s unique and, ultimately, threatened eco-systems.

Audubon Society of Decatur Community Environmental
Council

Unitarian-Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

A discussion follows
each show.

A discussion follows
each show.



Humanist Discussion Group by Tim Rooney

Fair Changes to Illinois State Constitution?

On Wednesday, March 5, the Greater Decatur Humanists (www.gdhumanists.org) finally met to discuss the
changes to the Illinois constitution that modified benefits received by state workers. These workers had been
guaranteed retirement benefits by the state constitution, and now the state constitution was being changed to
rescind many of those rights. Outrageous!!
Before the group began discussion, though, everyone tried to agree on a time and topic for the next meeting. With
a very busy April for everyone, the group elected to cancel that meeting and next assemble in May to learn more
about Robert Ingersoll as presented by Lonnie.
With usual formalities dismissed, Karen began the discussion with a forewarning. Since she was directly affected
by the changes to the constitution, her views were necessarily biased. Karen then began with a general introduction
to the topic by noting that though the group was discussing an Illinois problem, 31 other states also had similar
shortfalls totaling $126 trillion in missing funds. What was Illinois' contribution to this? There are 13 different
retirement systems for state workers. Although data was not readily available for all 13 systems, a closer
examination of only 5 of those retirement systems revealed a $100 billion unfunded liability. Who knows how
much the remaining 8 systems contribute to the cost!?!
Ignoring which systems contribute what amounts to the debt, Karen noted that Illinois government is among the
worst in matching contributions to the retirement systems. Why was this the case? Karen noted the economy was
shrinking statewide in Illinois. Furthermore, stock value decline had hurt the investments made by the Illinois state
government. Next, retirees are living longer so benefits must be paid for a greater period of time. Perhaps one
could try to dismiss these reasons as “bad luck” for the state of Illinois. The other two reasons for the distress,
though, are completely the fault of the Illinois state government. First, the government has used money contributed
to the system by the employees as income. The state government was spending the money the current employees
were putting into the system instead of investing the cash. Next, state law mandated the Illinois state government
match funds contributed by employees. The state government has done little or no matching of funds.
The government is not the only party at fault in this predicament, though. Some retirement funds or benefits are
probably too generous and place almost zero obligation on the retired employee. Next, retirement benefits are
negotiated locally but paid for by the state. This was great for some employers! If the employer could get higher
paid, experienced employees to retire early, the employer could make lots more money with the higher salaries
eliminated. Just let the state retirement system foot the bill; it was not the company's problem anymore!
With the problem sufficiently identified, Karen next presented some possible solutions. Thankfully, the Illinois
state government has already taken some of these actions. For example, the current system that allowed for
retirement at age 55 with 8 years of service has been modified so that the new earliest retirement age is 62, and that
requires at least 5 years of service. That age of 62 is also temporary and will eventually adjust to 65. Next, the
guaranteed annual raise of 3% has been rescinded.
Other possible solutions to consider implementing? Currently, all sick time is bankrolled so employees have used
that accumulated time to provide much earlier retirements. Perhaps limit sick time accumulation? What about
shifting pension responsibility to the local organization instead of the state?
With no easy solution to be found, the residents of Illinois might have to trust the government to make some tough
decisions to respond to the problem. It might not be a complete solution, but something must be done and soon.

As no easy answers were provided, time might be the best judge of this predicament. Before that judgment is
administered, the Greater Decatur Humanists will meet on Wednesday, May 7, 2014 to discuss Robert Ingersoll.
Join us to learn about this great, wise, veteran of the Civil War.
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Fellowship Mission

In a nurturing environment of open-
ness, mutual respect, and friendship,
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse
congregation. We share values and
seek to celebrate life and support one
another in our inward and outward
searches for spiritual meaning,
provide a liberal religious presence,
and strive for compassion and justice
in our community and our world. Want to see your name on the birthday list?

Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

minister@uufd.org (Rev. Larry Hutchison)
president@uufd.org (Rita Schwake)

vicepresident@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
treasurer@uufd.org (Mark Sorensen)
secretary@uufd.org (Barb Hannon)

programs@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
newsletter@uufd.org (Kathy Kline and Terry Ankrom)
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April Birthdays

Ken Robertson           April 6

Kathy Sorensen          April 21

May Newsletter Deadline:  April 20


