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               October 2014

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-5442

Upcoming Services
                    at 10:15 a.m.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

October 5—“Why Religion?  Closer to Home” with Rev.
Elaine Gehrmann
  Why do we go to church? Why is our religious practice important?

What difference can our own involvement in the life of the spirit and
in religious community make in our lives, and in the lives of others?

October 12 - "Unbroken: a Similar Story" with Don A.
Davis

Sgt. Don Z. Davis was a gunner on a B-24 bomber in World War
II. On their second mission, his plane was shot down and the crew
captured by the Japanese. Hear how hope and enduring friendships
allowed him to survive 19 months of harsh captivity in a POW camp
in Rangoon, Burma, as told by his son. Rex Crow is service leader.

October 19 — “First Amendment Freedoms: Speech” with
Rev. Elaine Gehrmann
   The first amendment to the U.S. Constitution deals with
fundamental American freedoms — freedom of speech, free exercise
of religion, and freedom of assembly. We will first explore freedom
of speech, its meaning, its limits, and its necessity.

October 26— “GMO Yes or No” with Robin King
   Agriculture, genetic modification of plants and the world food
supply are topics of great debate. King, a food and feed analyst, will
present some of the related issues, especially with respect to GMOs.

November 2 — “First Amendment Freedoms: Religion” with
Rev. Elaine Gehrmann

Our second in a series of fundamental freedoms guaranteed by
the first amendment will address our free exercise of religion, its
history and present-day issues.

You, too, might have a service idea in you. Please contact
Joyce Throneburg or Mary Lovell to share.

This month,
we salute our
sign changers,
Terry Ankrom

and Kathy Kline (and
whoever else who does it
whom we’re callously
omitting.)

   Our Wayside Pulpit is one
of the ways we’ve always
tried to tell the community
“Hey, we’re here: Come,
explore”.

   That message isn’t
conveyed without the
meticulous, consistent work
after every service by Terry
and Kathy.

   And sometimes, we “call
an audible” because the
speakers are switched.
They respond well to this.

   So, the Newsletter
thanks all those who have
“massaged” the letters to
help get our message
across.

Thank you
   ... to everyone who
helped to make the
memorial service for our
own Ron Shafer a success
on Sept. 27.

   A man of his talents and
willingness to share
rarely comes our way.



Calendar of Events

Wed., Oct. 1 – 10 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group, UUFD

Wed., Oct. 1 – 7 p.m.
Humanist Discussion Group,
UUFD

Fri., Oct. 3 – 1 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., Oct. 8 – 6 p.m. (or
earlier if you can make it)
Women’s Book Group, 7388
Dunbar Road, Argenta

Fri., Oct. 10 –1 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., Oct. 15 – 10 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group, UUFD

Wed., Oct. 15 - 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society,
UUFD

Thurs., Oct. 16 – noon
Third Thursday Brownbag,
at UUFD. (See Elaine’s
column.)
Fri., Oct. 17 – 1 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill
Fri., Oct. 24 – 1 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Humanist Discussion Group
   Dave Snoeyenbos will lead discussion on the
topic "Are Humanism and Capitalism in conflict?"
on Wed Oct 1, at 7 p.m. at UUFD.

Women’s Book Group
   The next meeting is Wednesday, Oct. 8 at
Nancy Shoop’s house, 7388 Dunbar Road in
Argenta. The book is “Still Life with Breadcrumbs”
by Anna Quindlen. Nancy is  supplying the hot
dogs, beverages and the campfire, and Carolynn
Devore is taking care of the s’mores. Please bring
a side dish to share. RSVP to Nancy at 972-4534.
Carpoling may be arranged through Kathy
Sorensen.

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS)
   The DVS meets the 3rd Wednesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m. for a potluck dinner, followed
by a presentation at 8 p.m. If you interested in
participating, please either bring a vegetarian or
vegan dish with a list of ingredients or donate $5.
Also, please bring your own eating utensils.
Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509) for additional
information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant Group
   Meetings are held from 10 a.m. to noon on the
first and third Wednesdays at the Fellowship.
Contact Jane Brooks, Joan Brown or Marge Evans
for more information.
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Along the lane with Elaine
I’ve been your minister for a little over a month now, and I am starting to get a sense of

you, as I hope you are starting to get a sense of me. I am very thankful for your warmth and
openness, and your clear dedication to this Fellowship. I have seen a number of you showing
up, on Sundays but also during the week, for meetings and gatherings, to empty the
dishwasher or cart off a load of brush, to change the sign or set up the sound system, to
check the mail or to provide a listening ear — I am honored to be another cog in the smooth-
running supportive machine you have here.

   As we move into autumn, I am looking forward to the cooler
temperatures, and the changing colors, I hope you are, too. I will be out
of the office, attending the fall UU Ministers’ Retreat in Racine, Wisconsin,
from October 6-9.

   I would like to begin a “Third Thursday Brownbag” lunch gathering,
please consider joining me on Thursday October 16 at 12 noon at UUFD--
bring your sandwich and I’ll have fruit, drinks and cookies, and together

we’ll provide the lively conversation.

   I am sending out some forms that I hope you will complete and return, that will help me
learn more about you, your gifts and talents, and your thoughts and suggestions about UUFD.
Extra forms are available at UUFD, or contact me if you didn’t receive them and would like to.
My general office hours are: Tuesday, 10 a.m.–noon, and 1–3 p.m.; Wednesday,             10
a.m.-noon, and 4–6 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m.–noon; and other times by appointment.

   Again, the best ways to reach me are: e-mail (minister@uufd.org) or by phone, Home
217-344-2335, Cell 217-358-9412, or Church 217-875-5442. Please don’t hesitate to be in
touch!

   I look forward to getting to know you better, and working with you to keep this supportive
community running smoothly!

Yours in faith,
Elaine
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When sermons go digital
   The readings and sermons from recent weekly UUFD services are now online! The
UUFD website (www.uufd.org) will have all the readings and sermons from the most
recent fiscal quarter online. Check out http://www.uufd.org/Sermons/SermonsWeekly
to see what we talked about.

   But at the end of each fiscal quarter, we will move the sermons to the member
section of the website. Therefore, anyone with a member login will have access to all
the sermons at any time. Right now, there's nothing there because we don't have
anything older than the most recent quarter. When we do have some of those older
sermons, you'll know where to find those items.

   (Just in case you'd like a quick hyperlink to get there, check out
http://www.uufd.org/Sermons/SermonsOlder but remember that you'll need a login
ID to get access to this area. And where to get that login ID, and/or password? Just
send an e-mail to timothysrooney@hotmail.com. The most recent quarter sermons
will always be publicly accessible to anyone, but older items will be limited to the
member section of the website.

Remembering our members
   The years fly by as though they were
jet propelled. Thus it can be startling to
consider the longevity of the
memberships of some of our UUFD
family.

   Remarkably, we still have with us
John Regan, one of the people who
started the Fellowship in 1953. Ken
Robertson was close behind, with a
membership that has now logged 60
years.

   Members with milestone anniversaries
this year include Joyce Throneburg,
who joined in 1984; Lorelei and Dick
Zaker, in 1994; and Carolynn and Eric
DeVore, who signed the Member Book in
2004.

   An added benefit of doing this research
is the recollections of some of the other
people who signed who either have
passed on or moved on. And then there is
the wonder about those who had their
initiations as members, then just faded

OctobRE
   We’re going to keep September’s
momentum going by exploring our
curriculum further.

   Our young UUs also will learn about
Diwali, the Hindus’ Festival of Lights
and try their hand at some
decorations.

   Of course, Halloween is coming up,
and that promises to include fun,
costumes and collecting for UNICEF.

   Come, lend a hand, and feel young
all over again!

Food, glorious food
   Please bring a donation of non-
perishable food items for local food
banks to the Sunday service on
Oct. 19
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WHY be shy: Hie onto the birthday list!
Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

The Rev. Elaine Gehrmann:
minister@uufd.org

The birthdays
Chelso Frescura                         Oct. 16

Marge Evans                              Oct. 28

The “officials”

President: Bernadette Lundeen
(president@uufd.org)

Co-Vice Presidents: Joyce Throneburg
and Mary Lovell
(vice president @uufd.org)

Past President: Rita Schwake

Treasurer: Mark Sorensen
(treasurer @uufd.org)

Secretary: Kathy Kline
(secretary@uufd.org)

Board Members at Large: Eric DeVore,
Tatiana Isakovski, Dick Zaker

UUFD Trust Board: Ken Robertson,
Dave Snoeyenbos, Vern Thistlethwaite

The deadline

Please have your items in
by Nov. 20, either at

newsletter@uufd.org or the
Newsletter mailbox in the

Fellowship office

The minister’s office hours

Tuesday: 10 a.m.-noon, 1-3 p.m.

Wednesday: 10 a.m. - noon, 4-7 p.m.

Thursday: 10 a.m.-noon

Other times: by appointment

The Principles
1st Principle: The inherent worth
and dignity of every person
2nd Principle: Justice, equity and
compassion in human relations
3rd Principle: Acceptance of one
another and encouragement to
spiritual growth in our
congregations
4th Principle: A free and
responsible search for truth and
meaning
5th Principle: The right of
conscience and the use of the
democratic process within our
congregations and in society at
large
6th Principle: The goal of world
community with peace, liberty,
and justice for all
7th Principle: Respect for the
interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.

In the news biz, we call this a “records page”.

The Fellowship Mission

 In a nurturing environment of openness, mutual respect, and friendship, the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We share values
and seek to celebrate life and support one another in our inward and outward searches
for spiritual meaning, provide a liberal religious presence, and strive for compassion.
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