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Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

________________
3773 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-5442
www.uufd.org

President:
Bernadette Lundeen

Vice Presidents:
Joyce Throneburg
Mary Lovell

Past President:
Rita Schwake

Treasurer:
Mark Sorensen

Secretary:
Kathy Kline

Board Members at
Large:
Eric Devore
Dick Zaker
Tatiana Isakovski

UUFD Trust Board:
Ken Robertson
Vern Thistlethwaite
Dave Snoeyenbos

Upcoming Services
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

August 3 - “A Bible Story We Think We Know” with
Reverend Jim Montgomery
Having recently retired after serving as pastor of First
Presbyterian Church in Decatur since 1991, Reverend
Montgomery will take a unique approach with the story of Adam
and Eve, the Serpent and God.

August 10 - “Working to Reduce Sexual Violence in Our
Community” with Amber Pepin
Amber Pepin, Prevention Educator and Outreach Coordinator
from Growing Strong Sexual Assault Center, will share her
passion for working toward the elimination of all forms of sexual
violence. She is committed to raising community awareness
through education, and to the prevention of sexual violence. One
in four women and one in six men will experience sexual violence
within their lifetime. If the cycle of violence is ever to be broken,
it must begin through education based in respect, safety and
empowerment.
Board Meeting at noon.

August 17 - “Your Friends & Neighbors” with Amy
Stockwell
Macon County Auditor Amy Stockwell will give an insider’s view
of local government, which includes lots of positives. While Math
will be mentioned, she promises not to go overboard!

August 24 - "Who are you?” with Reverend G. Gehrmann
This simple question is one we spend our lives trying to answer.
We will explore some of the many facets and understandings of
identity. The congregation will welcome Rev. Gerhmann with a
reception following the service.

August 31 - "Where are you from?” with Rev. Gehrmann
This question can be answered in multiple ways for each of us.
We will consider how our histories affect our perceptions and
worldviews.

http://www.uufd.org/


April 2011 Calendar of Events
All activities take place
at the Fellowship, unless
otherwise noted.
Visitors are always
welcome!

Fri., August 1 -1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., August 6 - 10:00 am
Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group
Fri., August 8 -1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., August 13 - 6:00 pm
Women’s Book Club
Wed., August 13 - 7:00 pm
Spiritual Journey Covenant
Group
Fri., August 15 - 1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., August 20 - 10:00 am
Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group

Wed., August 20 - 6:30 pm
Decatur Vegetarian Society
Fri., August 22 - 1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill
Wed., August 27 - 7:00 pm
Spiritual Journey Covenant
Group

Fri., August 29- 1:00 pm
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion
Group -
Meets on the first Wednesday of the
month during the non-summer months.
Meetings will resume in September. For
further information, contact Dave
Snoeyenbos at 865-2409.

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—
The Spiritual Journey Covenant Group
meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of
each month at UUFD from 7:00-8:30.
For further information contact Ron
Shafer at ron.shafer52@gmail.com or
865-2527.
Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS)–
The DVS group meets the 3rd
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m.
for a vegetarian potluck dinner, followed
by a live or video presentation at 8:00
p.m. The meetings are open to the
public. If you interested in participating
in a potluck, please either (1) bring a
vegetarian or vegan dish with a list of
ingredients or (2) donate $5. Also, you
should bring your own eating utensils.
Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509) for
additional information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant
Group - This group meets the 1st and
3rd Wednesdays from 10 am to 12 noon.
We are discussing Eboo Patel’s new book
Sacred Ground.

Food Bank Sunday

Please bring a donation of non-
perishable food items for local food
banks to the Sunday service on August
17.

mailto:ron.shafer52@gmail.com
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Along the Lane
with Elaine
Hello!

I am so pleased to have the privilege of serving as your next minister!

A little about me—I am a life-long Unitarian Universalist, and
graduated from Starr King School for the Ministry in Berkeley, CA. I
served as co-minister with my partner Axel for ten years, in two UU
congregations, in Watertown, NY and Urbana, IL. We have two
children, Noah and Sophia, ages 20 and 18. I have lived in Urbana
since 1996 and attended the University of Illinois College of Law and
College of Education. In addition to having been a minister, I have
also been a family counselor, a legal aid attorney and an assistant
public defender. Most recently I was the Executive Director of
Generations of Hope in Rantoul.

My contract with you begins August 16, 2014, and I will be leading
worship on August 24 and 31. My office hours will begin Tuesday
August 26, 10 am – 12 noon and 1 – 3 pm. I will also be in the office
on Wednesdays from 10 am – 12 noon and 4 – 7 pm, and Thursdays
from 10 am – 12 pm, and other times by appointment.

I am very impressed with UUFD, and the members I have met so far.
I look forward to getting to know each of you, and hearing about your hopes and dreams for the
future.

Yours in faith,

Elaine

Cleanup the UUFD August 23
On Saturday, August 23, UUFD is having a workday. It will be probably be in the morning, but
specific time will be announced later. We hope some Millikin students will join us to clean windows,
screens, trim trees, gather up brush, etc. We will need UU’s to help supervise. Please put this date on
your calendar. Contact Judy Thistlethwaite, 429-5923, if you can help.
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From the Desk of the President
Hello Members and Friends of the UUFD,
I would like to start off by thanking Rita Schwake for
being an excellent mentor to me as President. She has
left some big shoes to fill. I have been so fortunate to
have the advice and support from many of you since
joining the UUFD in 2012. Together we can improve the
community, united with fellowship we can continue to
inspire each other and ourselves. Thank you to the
Throneburgs for hosting the potluck picnic last month.
August will be a great month full of fantastic programs
thoughtfully planned by our program committee. I am
also very excited for our new minister, Elaine Gehrmann
to take the pulpit on August 24th. She has such a great
energy about her, and I know that as a congregation we
will do wonderful things together. The board voted to
replace two of the three furnaces at our last board
meeting using money from the Trust. Both furnaces
were original equipment and have served us over 30
years. I am looking forward to a fantastic year as
president.
In fellowship,
Bernie
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UUFD’s turn to deliver Meals on Wheels is August 6, 7,
and 8. Meals on Wheels delivers a nutritious meal, a
warm smile and a safety check that helps keep the
homebound healthy, safe and living independently in

their own homes.

In Decatur, local churches take turns volunteering for the program. UU members
and friends who have delivered in the past enjoyed the experience. They felt they
really helped the clients and had fun seeing the different places where the elderly
live. You can deliver with a spouse, a friend, or
your grandchildren. Each route takes only about an
hour. We have only 4 routes to cover!

The official sign-up sheet in in the UUFD foyer.
You can also volunteer by contacting Lorelei
Zaker, LorCZa@comcast.net or 217-413-7351.
(You might have to dial the area code because she
will be out-of-state.)

Religious Education
We are going to have lots of fun in RE
this Summer!

When there is a service at UUFD, we will
have babysitting for little ones and we
will be teaching a combined age group.
Please plan to attend!

Dick Zaker Editing Again
The UUFD newsletter has another new
leader editing and assembling the
publication. Fortunately, the congregation
could not ask for a better volunteer. Dick
Zaker has been an editor with the Decatur
Herald & Review for decades. His
experience in the print media will make
this an easy, seamless transition. The only
disruption you might notice is to
suddenly be aware of how much better
the publication has become! We all look
forward to a great job from Dick. Please
contact him with comments, suggestions,
or story submissions to
newsletter@uufd.org and expect great
things!

mailto:LorCZa@comcast.net
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
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Fellowship Mission

In a nurturing environment of open-
ness, mutual respect, and friendship,
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse
congregation. We share values and
seek to celebrate life and support one
another in our inward and outward
searches for spiritual meaning,
provide a liberal religious presence,
and strive for compassion and justice
in our community and our world.

Want to see your name on the birthday list?
Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

president@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
vicepresident@uufd.org (Joyce Throneburg

Mary Lovell)
treasurer@uufd.org (Mark Sorensen)

secretary@uufd.org (Kathy Kline)
programs@uufd.org (Joyce Throneburg

Mary Lovell)
newsletter@uufd.org (Tim Rooney)

minister@uufd.org (Elaine Gehrmann)
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August Birthdays

Rita
Schwake

Aug. 16

Vern
Thistlethwaite

Aug. 21

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:president@uufd.org
mailto:vicepresident@uufd.org
mailto:treasurer@uufd.org
mailto:secretary@uufd.org
mailto:programs@uufd.org
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:minister@uufd.org

