
1

July 2014 Page 1

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

________________
3773 N. MacArthur Rd.
Decatur, IL 62526
Phone: (217) 875-5442
www.uufd.org

President:
Bernadette Lundeen

Vice Presidents:
Joyce Throneburg
Mary Lovell

Past President:
Rita Schwake

Treasurer:
Mark Sorensen

Secretary:
Kathy Kline

Board Members at
Large:
Eric Devore
Dick Zaker
Tatiana Isakovski

UUFD Trust Board:
Ken Robertson
Vern Thistlethwaite
Dave Snoeyenbos

Upcoming Services
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.

Next Newsletter Deadline: March 15, 2011 to newsletter@uufd.org

July 6 - “WWI: Touring Battlefields a Century Later” with
Nick Walsh
Nick fulfilled a lifetime goal of visiting several Great War sites,
both well-known and obscure.  His presentation will provide an
interpretation of several battlefields and insight into some
commemorations of the war through ceremonies such as a
touching event held nightly at the Menin Gate to honor fallen
British soldiers.  Nick Walsh, a central IL native, is a graduate of
Millikin and EIU.

July 13 - “Restorative Justice Practices in Macon County”
with Dr. Ken Laundra
Restorative justice is an alternative paradigm to the traditional
criminal justice system. Unlike our traditional retributive system
of justice that emphasizes punishment for offenders, restorative
justice seeks to promote healing for victims and offenders
through mediation, in order to repair broken relationships caused
by the offender's crime. The role of the community in
participating in these meetings is a vital component of restorative
justice as well. In Decatur, programs include Teen Court and the
Community Restorative Board meetings for adult offenders. Dr.
Laundra, Associate Professor of Sociology at Millikin University,
has been researching the effectiveness of these programs.
Board Meeting at noon.

July 20 - “Mahomet Aquifer” with Joe Hooker and Ann
Burger
Our speakers will explore the social and psychological reality of a
contaminated water supply, the inadequacy of Area Disposal's
landfill containment system as well as the vulnerability of the
Mahomet Aquifer to contamination impacting the water supply
for 750K people including Decatur and Macon County. Learn what
we can do to protect our water supply.

July 27 - "Spiritual Auto-Biographies”
A favorite over the years is repeated this morning with three of
our friends and/or members telling about their spiritual journeys
that led them to UUFD. An opportunity to learn more about a few
of our regulars and reflect on our own spiritual path.

http://www.uufd.org/


April 2011 Calendar of Events
All activities take place at the
Fellowship, unless otherwise
noted. Visitors are always
welcome!

Wed., July 2 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Friday, July 4 -1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., July 9 - 6:00 p.m.
Women’s Book Club

Wed., July 9 - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, July 11 -1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., July 16 - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

Wed., July 16 - 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Vegetarian Society

Friday, July 18 - 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny’s Grill

Wed., July 23 - 7:00 p.m.
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group

Friday, July 25- 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Lunch at Benny”s Grill

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion Group -
Meets on the first Wednesday of the month during
the non-summer months. Meetings will resume in
September. For further information, contact Dave
Snoeyenbos at 865-2409.

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The
Spiritual Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd
and 4th Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from
7:00-8:30. For further information contact Ron
Shafer at ron.shafer52@gmail.com or 865-2527.

Decatur Vegetarian Society (DVS) --- The DVS
group meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m. for a vegetarian potluck dinner, followed
by a live or video presentation at 8:00 p.m. The
meetings are open to the public. If you interested
in participating in a potluck, please either (1) bring
a vegetarian or vegan dish with a list of ingredients
or (2) donate $5. Also, you should bring your own
eating utensils. Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509)
for additional information.
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Wednesday Morning Covenant Group - This
group meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 10
a.m. to 12 noon. We are discussing Eboo Patel’s
new book Sacred Ground.

Food Bank Sunday

Please bring a donation of non-perishable food
items for local food banks to the Sunday service
on July 20.

mailto:ron.shafer52@gmail.com
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Greater Decatur Humanists Learn about Ukrainian Conflict

Although news regarding Russia/Ukraine might have been quiet on Wednesday, June 04, 2014,
certainly discussion at the UUFD was not muted. The Greater Decatur Humanists
(www.gdhumanists.org) met to begin and end discourses for the summer. With the busy summer
activities, it was thought best to halt meetings through the summer but resume in September.
Hopefully by then, the situation in Russia/Ukraine will be peacefully resolved.

To begin our gathering, we celebrated a fantastic resource in attendance. Tina was a native of the
USSR so she had a vast wealth of knowledge and experience from which to draw. To begin with, Tina
handed everyone a map of the Ukraine and neighboring Russian/European countries. This map helped
illustrate why and where problems have developed.

First, Tina wanted us to understand the historical nature and context of the Ukraine—nothing! The
borders of what is now Ukraine were arbitrarily defined after the UUSR dissolved. Before that, though,
the province was arbitrarily defined after the 1917 Soviet revolution. What of the land before 1917?
Although it was occupied by Russians, it was never defined as a nation state. Earlier than this? Before
the 17th century, the land was occupied by Lithuanians, Swedes, Polish, and Turks. Then, in the 17th
century, a treaty was signed to allow the eastern and southern parts of present day Ukraine to be
given to Russia so those people would be protected from the invading Polish. In the 18th century,
Russia took Crimea from Turkey. During WWI, the eastern half of Ukraine fought with Russia while the
western half of Ukraine fought with Germany. In 1918, the Soviet Union go the eastern part of Ukraine
while Poland and Hungary got the Western part. This east-west split of the area has been grounds for
persistent tension between the southern, eastern, Russian, orthodox area and the northern, western
Polish, Catholic area. But the mess was only to get worse! In 1954, Crimea was attached to the
Ukraine to bring another disparate group into the mix!

Unfortunately, the 1950s just had the divided Crimea continue fighting with the western Ukraine at
odds with Russia and the eastern Ukraine. But things did improve! How? After WWII, airplane
manufacturing was setup in Ukraine, and it became one of the richest Soviet republics. This was
fantastic until the Soviet Union dissolved, and Ukraine introduced its own currency. This currency
quickly suffered from ultra-inflation, and the Ukraine lost 60% of its GDP in the 1990s.

In 2004, the presidential election was challenged, and Yanukovych was ousted from the position.
Changes were made to the constitution, and the country was able to progress... until 2010 when
Yanukovych was elected again and invalidated all constitutional changes made since his ouster in 2004.
Most recently, in 2013, many people had moved to Kiev, and this group wanted to join the EU and
NATO while Yanukovych moved to the east to make a deal with Putin and Russia. Why? Russia had oil
and gas reserves, and Yanukovych saw the financial gain associated with a Russian deal.

More recently, Poroshenko was elected, and he is loved by the west but hated by the east. To make
matters worse, states within present day Ukraine have loyalties elsewhere so 2 of those states want to
unite to become a separate independent country.

What does this mean for the Ukraine today? With little assets but strategic power, Ukraine has very
little to offer potential benefactors. The mess and civil war within the region have created a situation
abhorrent to all involved. Well, everyone but the few oil oligarchs that control much of the wealth and
resources (financial and industrial) of the region! To make matters worse, the semblance of a Ukrainian
government is just a puppet for these few oil oligarchs. Conclusion to all this? Perhaps let Ukraine split
up into smaller countries with similar populations so those smaller groups of people can be united in
their local traditions, values, and loyalties.

With no easy answers, perhaps time will answer this question? As for further Greater Decatur Humanist
meetings this summer, the group will take off the next two months. The GD Humanists will meet again
in September. Doug will begin the fall meeting with the conflict between capitalism and humanism.
Please join us on Wednesday, September 3, 2014 at 7:00 pm at the UUFD. Everyone is welcome!

http://www.gdhumanists.org/
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Fellowship Mission

In a nurturing environment of open-
ness, mutual respect, and friendship,
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse
congregation. We share values and
seek to celebrate life and support one
another in our inward and outward
searches for spiritual meaning,
provide a liberal religious presence,
and strive for compassion and justice
in our community and our world.

Want to see your name on the birthday list?
Send e-mail to newsletter@uufd.org

president@uufd.org (Bernadette Lundeen)
vicepresident@uufd.org (Joyce Throneburg

Mary Lovell)
treasurer@uufd.org (Mark Sorensen)

secretary@uufd.org (Kathy Kline)
programs@uufd.org (Joyce Throneburg

Mary Lovell)
newsletter@uufd.org (Tim Rooney)
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July Birthdays

Linda Shroyer July 6

 John Hays July 21

 Ron Shafer July 25

 Al Brumett July 31

mailto:newsletter@uufd.org
mailto:president@uufd.org
mailto:vicepresident@uufd.org
mailto:treasurer@uufd.org
mailto:secretary@uufd.org
mailto:programs@uufd.org
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org

