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November 7: ―Eckhart Tolle and the Flowering of Consciousness‖  

 
This Sunday we will have a local, guest speaker, Marcelo Lepley.  The 

title of his talk is Eckhart Tolle and the Flowering of Consciousness. 

The presentation will address the natural, evolutionary impulse of 
the universe to expand in consciousness.  What that consciousness is 

and how we can have access to it is the vital message of Eckhart 

Tolle's teachings.  Marcelo has been a student of these teachings for 
many years as well as a presenter.  Marcelo brings a lively and 

engaging presence to the podium.  Please join us for an entertaining, 

educational, spiritual and memorable experience.  

 

 

November 14: ―Who Wins?‖ – Rev. Linda Berez 

     Exercising our rights as citizens of this country and voting means 

that sometimes the candidates we support win and sometimes they 
lose.  Regardless of the outcome of this mid-term election, as Unitar-

ian Universalists, how is it that we best live within the interdependent 

web of all existence, how do we best live with each other, no matter 
who wins? 

 

 

November 21: ―Gather ‗Round the Table‖ – Rev. Linda Berez 

When the pilgrims left England in 1620 they were seeking a 

place to worship according to the dictates of their own conscience.  

Today Unitarian Universalists gather together to worship in a way ac-

cording to their own conscience.  Let‘s share our rich history from pil-
grim to modern day together this Thanksgiving.  All are welcome. 

 

 

 
November 28:  Topic to be announced – George Nichols  

 

Upcoming Services 
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.   

There is religious education for children and child care for babies. 



 

 

NOVEMBER 2010 Calendar of Events 

All activities take place at the Fellow-

ship, unless otherwise noted.  

Visitors are always welcome! 

 

Tuesday, November 2 
7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 
 

Friday, November 6 
1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 
 

Wednesday, November 3 
7:00 p.m. — Humanist Discussion 

Group  
 
Tuesday, November 9 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 
Wednesday, November 10 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group  
 

Friday, November 13 
1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 
 

 

Tuesday, November 16 
7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 
Group 

 
Friday, November 20 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  
Tuscany 

 
Tuesday, November 23 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 
 

Wednesday,  November 24 
7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group 
 

Friday November 27 
1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 
 

 

Group discussion topics: 

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—The Eckhart Tolle 
Discussion Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of 
each month at 7 pm in the Fellowship sanctuary. The 
discussion group seeks to explore the teachings and 
spiritual philosophy of Eckhart Tolle, a contemporary 
mystic, through discussions, audio-visual presenta-
tions, and silent meditations.  Presently we are view-

ing and discussing a spiritual retreat with Tolle 
filmed in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2004 and entitled 
The Art of Presence.  All are welcome. Contact Mel 
Weinstein (763-0509) for additional information. 

 

The decREAD Group—The decREAD Group will meet 
on  the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at 
7:00 p.m. at UUFD. All are welcome. "Everything 
Must Change: When the World's Biggest Problems 
and Jesus' Good New Collide" by Brian McLaren.  

 

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion Group meets 

at 7:00 pm on the first Wednesday of the month.   
  Contact Dave 865 2409 
 
 

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The Spiritual 
Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from 7:00-

8:30. For further information contact Ron Shafer at  
ronaldshafer52@yahoo.com or 865-2527. 

 

UUFD Mens Group- This group meets every Friday at 
Tuscany at 1:00 for lunch and Conversation. 

 

Community Food Bank- Please bring a donation of 
nonperishable food items to be taken to our local 
food banks this Sunday.  The basket is empty! 

 

Please bring a donation of nonperishable food 
items to be taken to our local food banks this 

Sunday 
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LETTER FROM LINDA 

Greetings, 

I have to admit to you, as we begin the month of November, I really like the Thanksgiving holiday.  I like 
it because it‘s a day when families and loved ones get together and give thanks for the blessings in our lives.  
And, it‘s a day when gift giving can take a holiday.  I remember one Thanksgiving when I was in the Air Force, 
stationed in New Jersey.  

Several of us who knew we wouldn‘t be able to go home, and lived in the dorms, made our plans for a 
Thanksgiving dinner together.  I worked with a woman who generously offered her off-base house to us as she 
was going to her parents‘ home.  She gave us the keys and only asked that we leave the place as we found it.  
We went to the base store and bought all the fixings.  When I awoke that Thursday morning and looked out my 
window everything was white, covered in beautiful, glistening, snow.  

 I remember how we cooked all day together, watched football and finally sat down to a meal I‘ll never 
forget.  We gave thanks for the joy of the day and friends and I asked, as my own family does each year, every-
one at the table to say one thing they are grateful for in their life.  I‘m also happy to report that when my friend 
returned she told us we left her house cleaner than she‘d ever seen it.   

As we begin to make our way headlong into this holiday season, there are a couple of events happening 
that I want to be sure to pass on to you.  First on November 14th at 6pm at Central Christian Church, the Just 
Flicks series is going to present ―For the Bible Tells Me So.‖  This is a wonderful movie that I have personally seen 
three times and look forward to seeing again.  These coming out stories are powerful and moving. 

 From the film‘s website: ―Through the experiences of five very normal, very Christian, very American 
families -- including Richard Gephardt and Episcopal Bishop Gene Robinson -- we discover how insightful people 
of faith handle the realization of having a gay child.‖ 

I‘d like to invite you to another event on November 18th, a class I will be holding on technology.  Technol-
ogy can bring joy in our lives by helping us to connect to those we love.  I will offer a short worship service and 
then some demonstrations using various types of technology from computers to smart phones.  I‘ll also answer 
questions.   

As always please feel free to call or email me for an appointment or stop by during my office hours posted 
below. 

I hope you have the opportunity to spend your Thanksgiving this year with loved ones and family.  For 
some the spiritual practice of giving thanks is something they do each day. For others sometimes life makes find-
ing or feeling gratitude difficult on any day. What do you have to be thankful for this season?    

Take care, 

 Linda 

Rev. Linda Berez 

Consulting Minister 

 

Cell Phone - 414-460-2922 

Email – revlindaberez@gmail.com 

November Office Hours: 

Wednesday 3, 10, 17 – noon- 2pm 

Friday 5, 12, 19 – 10am – noon 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings UUFD Members and Friends, 
 
"Thank you! Thank you very much!"  
 
No, I haven't won a prize or any award. I'm simply welcoming November with a word of thanks. After all, it is the 
month of Thanksgiving so what better way to welcome the cooler temperatures, bountiful harvest, and colorful 
foliage? Nature provides these wondrous items for which I've expressed thanks, but that's only one source of 
things for which I'm thankful. The members, fellowship, and friendship of the UUFD also provides great grounds 
for which I'm thankful. 
 
Harkening back to my first day at the UUFD, I attended service to learn more about Buddhism in the western so-
ciety. I expected to show up once and never be heard from again. But there's Mr. T! He was a great Biology 
teacher in high school, and I want to thank him for a job well done at SDHS. More than that, though, he encour-
aged me to come back to the UUFD the following week. Sure, I guess I could do that for Mr. T! Thanks for getting 
me involved, Vern. 
 
Not much time had passed, and I was eager to be more active at the Fellowship. What could I do? I'm not eager 
to resume a leadership role. I tried that in college, and it wasn't any fun. But maybe I could use my technical 
skills to help the UUFD? "What? You need a newsletter editor? Awesome!! Thanks, Tammy Bledsaw, for seeking a 
someone else to edit the newsletter! Thanks, Reverend John Beidler, for having enough confidence in me that 
you'd trust the UUFD newsletter to someone that's been attending for only a few months!"   
 
Several more months pass, and Reverend Beidler questions casually if I'd considered being on the UUFD board. 
No! Not a chance! I've only been a member here for a few months! I am not ready for that responsibility. But I 
was in charge of the kitchen for my college fraternity, so I do have some leadership experience... But that was no 
fun! Maybe working with adults instead of college guys would be different? Julie Pajer was president at that time 
so maybe she could help me make a decision? Julie agreed to meet with me, and she assured me that I could 
handle the position. It would be a fulfilling, rewarding responsibility and not the frustrating mess I experienced in 
college. Thanks for the vote of confidence, Julie! 
 
While on the board, things started off quite nicely. It looked easy, and this was thanks to Heather Stoa. She had 
organized, updated, and managed all the documentation and procedures for the UUFD. For making things very 
straightforward and streamlined for me and all future presidents, thanks, Heather! 
 
But as I was starting off in my term as president, I would need someone to edit the newsletter. And Victoria 
Veech has experience with that already? And she wants to edit the newsletter for the UUFD? Thanks, Victoria! 
 
But now, who wants to be the VP. Who hasn't done that yet? And who would be a great leader? Several names 
were bandied about, but most everyone has already served at least one term as president. What about Judy This-
tlethwaite? She's never served on the UUFD board? She's perfect for this role! With only a bit of reassurance, 
Judy seized the position on the board, and we have her presidency to anticipate now that we're half way through 
the term for this UUFD Board. Thanks, Judy! 
 
Enough of me and all my thanks, though! I want encourage everyone at the UUFD to consider your situation, cir-
cumstances, and position, and be grateful for all that you have. More than being grateful, though, I want to en-
courage all of you to give that word of thanks. Let those people know how much you appreciate them and their 
efforts. How? I'll start by following my own suggestion and thanking all of you for providing me the opportunity to 
lead the UUFD! 

 
Let's make it happen! 
 
Tim Rooney 
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GREEN SANCTUARY COMMITTEE 

Seeing GREEN by Deonne Orvis 

 When Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. – Environmental Law Attorney, Eco-Visionary spoke at Millikin Sep-

tember 22nd, every generation present in Kirkland was touched, no make that ignited, by his skilled, pas-
sionate, yet informal delivery, and the incredible volume of informational ammunition he brought to the 
energy battle.  His own title summarizes the cause: ―Green Gold Rush: a Vision for Energy Independence, 
Jobs and National Wealth.  Some key excerpts: 

 The issue is can we live without carbon, without this deadly addiction to oil? To start we recognize 
that nature is the infrastructure of our communities.  To meet our obligation as a generation: a nation 
which is to create communities for our children that provide them with the same opportunities for dignity 

and enrichment, prosperity and good health as the communities that our parents gave us, we‘ve got to 
start by protecting our environmental infrastructure, the air, water, wild life, fisheries, public lands, and 
the shared resources of society, which provide context to our communities and are the source ultimately of 
our values, our virtues, and our character as a people. 

 We‘ve heard from the big polluters; from the carbon cronies and their indentured servants in the 
political process, that we have to choose between economic prosperity and environmental protection.  That 

is a false choice.  Good environmental policy is identical to good economic policy.  We ought to measure 
our economy based upon how it produces jobs and the dignity of jobs over the generations; over the long 
term, and how it preserves the value of the assets of our community. 

 Our deadly addiction to carbon is the principal drag on American capitalism.  We are borrowing a 
billion dollars a day, mainly from nations that don‘t share our values, in order to import a billion dollars of 
oil a day, largely from nations that don‘t share our values.  We‘re funding both sides of the war against 
terror.  We give every year to the oil industry subsidies of $1.3 trillion. 

 These huge subsidies are the principal impediment keeping more efficient forms of energy from en-
tering the marketplace.  We know this: that every nation that has de-carbonized its society has experi-
enced instantaneous prosperity.  Iceland in 1970 was 100% dependant on imported coal and oil.  The gov-
ernment moved deliberately and quickly.  Today, Iceland gets 90% of its electric grid from local geo-
thermal and is one of the world‘s great energy exporters. 

 Sweden, in 1996, decided to de-carbonize its society, and to shut down its nuclear power industry.  
It put a $150-per-ton tax on carbon.  Entrepreneurs rushed to provide new forms of energy.  Today energy 
used is down 9% and the economy is up 45%. 

 Brazil de-carbonized its transportation system twenty years ago and today it continues to enjoy the 
strongest, most robust economic expansion in the history of Latin America. 

 The Obama Administration has committed itself to transitioning to the new-energy economy.  The 
impediments it faces are: 1. The huge subsidies to oil, nuke and coal, which give them an unfair market 
advantage.  2. We don‘t have a grid system that can carry these new currents of power. and 3. We need a 
rational market.  Right now we have a market system that is rigged by the incumbents with rules that re-
ward the dirtiest, filthiest, most poisonous, most destructive fuels from hell, rather that the cheap clean 
green abundant and wholesome fuels from heaven.   We need to switch that around.  We need a rational 
market. 

 We want to create a marketplace that turns every American into an energy entrepreneur and every 
home into a power plant.  To power our country based upon American initiative and intelligence and entre-
preneurial energy – what Franklin Roosevelt called ―American Industrial genius,‖ rather than Saudi Arabian 
oil. 

 To get many more exciting technical details, you can download the 28 page speech from the Los 
Angeles World Affairs Council at http://www.lawac.org. 

http://www.lawac.org/
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Please sign up to bring snacks on Sundays.  The sign up sheet is in the 

lobby.  We have many openings and it is greatly appreciated! 

 

 

Thursday, November 18, 6:30 pm  

Wednesday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m.  

 Decatur Vegetarian Society 
 

The Decatur Vegetarian Society will meet at 7 pm on the third 
Wednesday of each month in the UU Fellowship.  We are a group of 

people interested in improving our daily eating habits.  Some of us 
are omnivores and eat both animal and vegetable products, some of us 
are vegetarian and eat no animal flesh, while some of us are vegan and 

eat no meat, dairy foods or utilize products obtained from the use of 
animals.  While we differ in our food choices, we are all interested 

in improving our diet and ultimately our health.  Please bring a snack 
food to share with a list of the ingredients.  We honor those who need 

to know what they can partake in to follow their food choices and 
often allergy limitations.  Also bring your own drinks, glasses, 

plates, utensils and napkins - and bring your  thoughts and questions 
to share for discussion.   A report on attending the recent Vegan 

Joy of Technology - Worship and Class.   

Amidst the frustrations of technology, sometimes it's hard to remember the joys.  Technology en-
ables us to reach out and connect to the most important people in our lives in ways unimagined 10 
years ago.  Rev. Linda Berez will lead a short worship service followed by a question and answer pe-
riod which will include demonstrations of how technology from computers to smart phones can bring 
us joy.  All are welcome regardless of your skill level.   



 

 

In a nurturing environment of openness, 
mutual respect, and friendship, the Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 
is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We 

share values and seek to  celebrate life 
and support one another in our inward 
and outward searches for spiritual  mean-
ing,  provide a liberal religious presence, 
and strive for compassion and justice in 
our community and our world. 

For Contact At: 

Name Tags Kathy Kline kkline923@aol.com 

Address Changes Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions Victoria Veech v_veech@yahoo.com 

Website suggestions Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

“Promoting freedom, reason, 

And tolerance in religion” 
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