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October 3: “ILLINOIS POLITICS = INEFFECTIVE GOVERN-

MENT” Larry Klugman Richland Community College Professor of 
Political Science Larry Klugman will lead a discussion about the cur-

rent state of Illinois government: including the upcoming November 

election, impact of reapportionment and efforts of citizen initiatives. 
 Professor Klugman has taught at RCC for 38 years and has always 

required his students to work in political campaigns of their choice. 

 He also frequently serves as a political analyst for WSOY radio and 
WAND TV.  

October 10:  “Your worth it!” Rev. Linda Berez - The Unitarian 
Universalist Principles, adopted in 1984, at a meeting our Association 

represent is a covenant, a promise of mutual trust and support. Our 

first principle affirms the inherent worth and dignity of every person, 
but what does this mean for us at this time in history? How would we 

understand it as it relates to every person, not just those with whom 

we associate?  

October 17:  “People to People”   Kathy & Mark Sorensen - 
Have you ever visited a ―Hutong‖ in Beijing, a Maasai ―Boma‖‖ in 

Tanzania, a family residence in Madrid, a cottage in Slovakia or a 

home in Hamburg? As United Nations Day approaches, UUFD mem-

bers Kathy and Mark Sorensen will discuss the value of meeting peo-
ple from different cultures and countries in their own homes.  Kathy 

is the chairman of the Decatur Sister Cities program and members of 

this group may also share their experiences in this exchange program 
that developed from a speech give by President Eisenhower in 1956. 

 For more information about other UU’s work with the United Nations 

see: http://www.uu-uno.org/ 

October 24: “Six Degrees of Separation” Rev. Linda Berez - We 

are literally all connected according to the idea of ―six degrees of 
separation.‖ It goes that if a person is one step away from each per-

son he or she knows and two steps away from each person who is 

known by one of the people he or she knows, then everyone is no 
more than six "steps" away from each person on Earth.  The result of 

this thinking speaks well of our seventh Unitarian Universalist princi-

ple that states that we are all part of an interdependent web of all ex-
istence.  

 

October 31: “A Pagan Halloween” - given by CUUPS 

Upcoming Services 
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.   

There is religious education for children and child care for babies. 

http://www.uu-uno.org/


 

 

OCTOBER 2010 Calendar of Events 

All activities take place at the Fellow-

ship, unless otherwise noted.  

Visitors are always welcome! 

 
Friday, October 1 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  
Tuscany 

 
Tuesday, October 5 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 
Group 

 
Wednesday, October 6 

7:00 p.m. — Humanist Discussion 
Group  

 
Friday, October 8 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  
Tuscany 

 
Tuesday, October 12 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 
Wednesday, October 13 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group  
 

Wednesday, October 13 
6:00 p.m. — Women’s Book Club 

 
Friday, October 15 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  
Tuscany 

 
Tuesday, October 19 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 
 

Tuesday, October 26 
7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 
Wednesday,  October 27 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group 
 
Friday October 22 & 29 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 
 

 

Group discussion topics: 

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—The Eckhart Tolle 
Discussion Group meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of 
each month at 7 pm in the Fellowship sanctuary. The 
discussion group seeks to explore the teachings and 
spiritual philosophy of Eckhart Tolle, a contemporary 
mystic, through discussions, audio-visual presenta-
tions, and silent meditations.  Presently we are view-

ing and discussing a spiritual retreat with Tolle 
filmed in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2004 and entitled 
The Art of Presence.  All are welcome. Contact Mel 
Weinstein (763-0509) for additional information. 

The decREAD Group—The decREAD Group will meet 
on  the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at 
7:00 p.m. at UUFD. All are welcome. "Everything 

Must Change: When the World's Biggest Problems 
and Jesus' Good New Collide" by Brian McLaren.  

Humanist Group—Humanist Discussion Group meets 
at 7:00 pm on the first Wednesday of the month.   
On Oct 6 Dave Snoeyenbos will lead Part II of "Toward 
a Better World?" considering the impact of population 

as one of the three most urgent problems that man 
faces.  Contact Dave 865 2409 
 

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The Spiritual 
Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from 7:00-
8:30. For further information contact Ron Shafer at  

ronaldshafer52@yahoo.com or 865-2527. 

The Women’s Book Club—will meet Wednesday, Oc-
tober 13th at 6 pm the home of Nancy Shoop, 7388 
Dunbar Road in Argenta.  Bring a dish to share.  
The book is Rose Labyrinth by Titania Hardie.  
Please RSVP to Nancy at 795-2200. 

UUFD Mens Group- This group meets every Friday at 
Tuscany at 1:00 for lunch and Conversation. 

Community Food Bank- Please bring a donation of 
nonperishable food items to be taken to our local 
food banks this Sunday.  The basket is empty! 

Please bring a donation of nonperishable food 
items to be taken to our local food banks this 

Sunday 
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LETTER FROM LINDA 

Greetings! 

Being a city person, growing up in Chicago and then moving to San Diego, California, life has 

been more about navigating highways, tollways and freeways rather than byways and county roads.  
Fortunately, I will have lots of opportunities to travel along Interstates 55 and 72, between Decatur 
and St. Louis.  Driving is something that I’ve always enjoyed and it gives me time to reflect upon life, 
my life, our lives together here at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur and the life that is 
all around us in rivers, trees, sky and earth. 

On a recent trek from St. Louis, as I was traveling along reflecting and watching traffic, license 
plates from other states, and a good place to stop, stretch my legs and get a cup of coffee, I realized 
that the scenery and the natural life around us is definitely changing.  I noticed changes from green to 
brown  in the corn fields.  I could see people in their combines out harvesting the corn.  Fall is defi-
nitely in the air. 

As we move  into October I would be remiss if I didn’t once again share with you my gratitude 
for your outpouring of generosity, support and a  warm welcome into this community as your consult-
ing minister. 

I will be providing two services this month on October 10 and 24.  The children will be focusing 
on our seven Unitarian Universalist principles this Fall.  I will give sermons on the first principle, af-
firming the inherent worth and dignity of all, and the seventh principle, affirming the interdependent 
web of which we are all a part. 

 My office hours are printed in this newsletter . I want to again be sure to say that if you would 
like to see me at a time other than my office hours please feel free to call or email me to set up an 

appointment. 

As Fall begins it reminds me of the tenuousness of life.  Just as we get used to the way things 
are in summer, our planet begins to shift on its axis and number of daylight hours get shorter, the 
leaves turn and begin to fall off the trees, and the corn is harvested. 

So too it is with our own lives.  Just as we see in the children around us, in their boundless en-
ergy and hours of play, our lives begin to wane and what used to be a simple task might take more 

time these days. 

My hope for all of us, who are travelers along life’s highways, is that we take time to nurture 
ourselves and to express our gratitude for those things we do have in our lives.  To appreciate playing 
the license plate game and finding a good place to stop and stretch your legs.  And, for a great har-
vest this year! 

Blessed Be. 

Linda 

Rev. Linda Berez 
Consulting Minister 

Cell Phone - 414-460-2922 
Email – revlindaberez@gmail.com 
 

October Office Hours: 
Wednesday 13, 27 – noon- 2pm 
Friday 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – 10am – noon 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings UUFD Members and Friends, 
 
Knock-knock... 

Who's there? 
Boo!!! 
Boo who? 
 
No, I'm not crying, despite the old joke. I'm welcoming Halloween and the month of October. I hope 
that this October will be an exciting and rewarding month instead of a frightful and perilous month. 
What can we do to ensure that by October 31 and Halloween, we aren't running scared? I have some 
ideas and suggestions that should be helpful, I hope. 
 
First, what might be frightening for the UUFD this month? One item that's sure to dispel dull, dreary 
drones while simultaneously generating joyful jubilation is the topics for this month's services. You 
must only recollect the September sermons to realize the opulent oration we have to anticipate for the 
month of October. But what is there to be afraid of here? Don't get intimidated by what you've heard 
at the pulpit on Sundays in September. Linda welcomes feedback and interaction with all of the UUFD 

members. Please take some time to get to know her and also let her know who you are. 
 
What other frights might plague our October? What about those dark, stormy nights when the power 
has failed and the telephones stop working? I hope that doesn't happen this year, but even if it does, 
many of us can escape this predicament. How? With the abundance of cell phones, many of us are 
now just limited by the battery life of the phone. With all of Linda's technical acumen, she also has a 
cell phone as a primary point of contact. If your cell phone is working and her cell phone is working, 
give Linda a call! Again, this is a chance to introduce yourself and to get to know more about her. But 
what was that number again? Although it's certainly elsewhere in the newsletter, I'll provide that num-
ber one more time, just to make it easy to call her. She can be reached at 414-460-2922. 
 
What other frightening rumors might be circulating that could spread fear and uncertainty at the 
UUFD? One nasty rumor I heard was that the Green Sanctuary article that appears in the newsletter 
each month would disappear. After all, the regular author, Gwen Biedler, has disappeared with John! 

What can be done? Thankfully, Deonne Orvis has taken over the responsibility of a monthly newsletter 
article. Check out her first submission in the newsletter and be assured that many more great articles 
will follow. Not only will Deonne be authoring the monthly note in the newsletter, she's also going to 
continue to be very active in the UUFD Green Sanctuary. Don't be afraid to chat with her to see where 
you can help the UUFD Green Sanctuary committee. 
 
Finally, what if none of these appeal to you? "What else could I do to prevent fear and fright at the 
UUFD?" Simply being at the UUFD on Sunday is enough! Share your ideas or reflections on the service 

when we meet to discuss things after refreshments. Maybe join the Humanism group on Wednesday, 
October 6? Maybe you've got a story to share with the Spiritual Journey Covenant Group for Wednes-
day, October 13 or 27? Perhaps you'd like to know more about Eckhart Tolle and could join the Eck-
hart Tolle Discussion Group on Tuesday, October 5 or October 19?   
 
Whatever manners or avenues you have to contribute to the UUFD, don't be afraid to participate. 
 
Let's make it happen!! 
 
Tim Rooney 
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GREEN SANCTUARY COMMITTEE 

SEEING GREEN by Deonne Orvis 

 

I’d like to begin my first newsletter article of SEEING GREEN with a big Thank You to Marge Evans and Gwen Biedler.  
Marge, Chair of our Green Sanctuary Committee, provided inspiration and practical leadership gaining us certification 
in the national program and Gwen for providing a wealth of ideas within her articles including information and guid-
ance on going greener in our everyday lives.  I will do my best to continue in that tradition. 

 

Reporting from the August Green Sanctuary Committee meeting, we were asking ourselves ―What Else Can We Do to 
further our combined visions of a greener future for the Fellowship and community?‖ 

Mel Weinstein will be responsible for the Environmental film series; he is seeking a keynote speaker.  The committee 
is backing his efforts with time and funding.  With the loss of active members: Jeanne Robertson and Gwen Biedler; 
we are inviting more people to help host the film evenings.  The happy news is that we own the popcorn machine, 
key to the refreshment stand. 

 

Tracy Zieber has researched children’s books with green themes and Kathy Kline will order the books from Amazon.  
We need help in creating and installing I.D. labels in each book. 

The recently purchased green tote bags debuted at the BB&B.  The additional funds from their sale helped with the 
fellowship and provided many with a reusable tote. 

 

We will work with the City of Decatur Sustainable initiative to see what can be done about picking up recyclable 
items from churches and apartments, neither is occurring now. 

 

Our plans for the fellowship landscape include mid and long term ideas: 

Use more native plants. 

Plan more specifically for birds, butterflies, and bees. 

Have a medicinal herb garden. 

Do a bird house making workshop with the children. 

Set up bird bath or other water features. 

Install some rain barrels. 

Build a Council Circle (like those of Jens Jensen in Lincoln Memorial Garden) with a stone seating circle with a fire 
fountain chalice in the center. 

 

The Green Sanctuary Committee needs additional members to work on these ideas.  Long term we have discussed 
investigating solar panels for our fellowship roof and scheduling several ―green‖ educational classes. 

 

Stay tuned for ongoing progress reports and a review of the Robert Kennedy lecture. 
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Please sign up to bring snacks on Sundays.  The sign up sheet is in the 

lobby.  We have many openings and it is greatly appreciated! 

On Sunday October 31, 2010 the children of the congregation will be trick or treating for 

UNICEF.  Please have your change or bills ready.  

WELCOME TRACY ZIEBER as Head of the Sharing and Caring committee  Just ask the church 

family to contact me about anyone else in the church family that may need to be checked 
up on or cheered up, for any reason. I won't always be aware of when someone needs some 

sharing/caring, so I'm going to have to rely on others to keep me in the loop. 

 

Tracy Zieber 
earth_dragon_1@yahoo.com 

217-329-2255  

If anyone needs any documents notarized contact Notary Public, Victoria Veech 217-791-

9577.   



 

 

In a nurturing environment of openness, 
mutual respect, and friendship, the Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 
is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We 

share values and seek to  celebrate life 
and support one another in our inward 
and outward searches for spiritual  mean-
ing,  provide a liberal religious presence, 
and strive for compassion and justice in 
our community and our world. 

For Contact At: 

Name Tags Kathy Kline kkline923@aol.com 

Address Changes Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions Victoria Veech v_veech@yahoo.com 

Website suggestions Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

“Promoting freedom, reason, 

And tolerance in religion” 

OCTOBER 2010 Issue 

Fellowship mission statement: October Birthdays 
 

Chelso Frescura  6th 

Marge Evans  28th 
 

 

    

 

 


