
 

 

SEPTEMBER 2010 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship         
of Decatur 

Rev. Linda Berez 
Consulting Minister 

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. 
Decatur, IL 62526 
Phone: (217) 875-

5442 
www.uufd.org 

www.myspace.com/uufd_il 
 

   

  
 
 

 
President: 

Timothy Rooney 
 

Vice President: 

Judy Thistlethwaite 
 

Treasurer: 
Mark Sorensen 

 
Secretary: 

Mary Lovell 

 
Board Members at 

Large: 
Carolyn Devore 

Tracy Zieber 

 
UUFD Trust Board: 

Ken Robertson 
Vern Thistlethwaite  
Dave Snoeyenbos 

 

 

 

September 5:  NO SERVICE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 12:  ―Arriving at the Door (?)‖  Rev. Linda 

Berez will be welcomed as the new consulting minister for the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur.  All our invited to 

the reception which will follow the service. 

 

 

September 19:   : ―The Search for Meaning‖  Rev. Linda 

Berez will expand upon the fourth Unitarian Universalist princi-
ple which affirms and promotes a free and responsible search 

for truth and meaning.  Where does one find truth and meaning 
in their lives?  Some find it in nature, others in God, where do 

you find it?  All our welcome to come and explore together. 

 

  

 

September 26 :   "Change and How We Deal With It" with 
Bill Keagle .   Listeners will become participants in this interac-

tive presentation. Vern Thistlethwaite will be service leader.    

Upcoming Services 
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.   

There is religious education for children and child care for babies. 



 

 

SEPTEMBER 2010 Calendar of Events 

All activities take place at the Fellow-

ship, unless otherwise noted.  

Visitors are always welcome! 

Tuesday, September 7 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 
 

Friday, September 3 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, September 14 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 

Wednesday, September 8 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group  

 

Friday, September 10 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, September 21 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 

 

Friday, September 17 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, September 28 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 

Wednesday,  September 22 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group 

 

Friday September 24 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 
 

 

Group discussion topics: 

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—The Eckhart 

Tolle Discussion Group meets the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays of each month at 7 pm in the Fellow-
ship sanctuary. The discussion group seeks to 

explore the teachings and spiritual philosophy 
of Eckhart Tolle, a contemporary mystic, 

through discussions, audio-visual presentations, 
and silent meditations.  Presently we are view-
ing and discussing a spiritual retreat with Tolle 

filmed in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2004 and 
entitled The Art of Presence.  All are wel-

come. Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509) for 

additional information. 

The decREAD Group—The decREAD Group will 
meet on Tuesdays, September 14 and 28 at 

7:00 p.m. at UUFD. All are welcome. 
"Everything Must Change: When the World's 

Biggest Problems and Jesus' Good New Collide" 

by Brian McLaren.  

Humanist Group—The Humanist Group is taking 
off the summer months; there are no meetings 

scheduled for June, July, or August. The regu-
lar meeting time and place, the first Wednes-

day of every month at the 7:00 pm at the 
UUFD, will resume in September. For more in-

formation contact Dave Snoeyenbos.  

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The Spiri-
tual Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays of each month at UUFD 

from 7:00-8:30. For further information con-
tact Ron Shafer at  

ronaldshafer52@yahoo.com or 865-2527. 

UUFD Mens Group- This group meets every Fri-
day at Tuscany at 1:00 for lunch and Conver-

sation. 

Community Food Bank- Please bring a donation 

of nonperishable food items to be taken to our 
local food banks this Sunday.  The basket is 

empty! 

Please bring a donation of nonperishable food 
items to be taken to our local food banks this 

Sunday 
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LETTER FROM LINDA 

Greetings! 

Artist M.C. Escher famously draws fish that become birds or birds that become fish de-

pending on your perspective. The eye on an Escher drawing can see the transition if you look 
closely but the flow and movement is so amazingly seamless.  Life sometimes feels like an 
Escher drawing flowing from one transition to the next, seamless and evident all at the same 

time, like the flowing from one ministry at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur to 
the next ministry, hopefully a seamless transition but not without evidence that it is happen-

ing. 

It is with great pleasure then to bring you the evidence, here in this column, of my 
transition into the ministry of this Fellowship.  I am excited by the opportunity to be here. In 
so many ways our year together has already begun.  From my early emails and conversa-

tions with the search committee and a July meeting with several leaders of the Fellowship, I 

feel warmly welcomed and am glad September is finally here. 

I invite you to join me at our first worship service together on September 12th where 

I’ll be sharing my story with you, so you can get to know me better and afterwards there’s a 

reception planned so that I have the chance to get to know you. 

One part of my story that I will share with you more fully when we gather is about 

how last year I was living with my partner the Reverend Marcia Marino in Bloomington, Illi-
nois, while I served as the Affiliate Minister of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Peoria.  
Marcia served as the interim senior minister of the UU Church of Bloomington Normal.  Now, 

she’s serving the First Unitarian Church of St. Louis as their interim minister.  We both love 
transition ministry. While we share an apartment in St. Louis I also have an apartment in De-

catur.  The nuts and bolts of this part of my story means that while I serve you here in Deca-

tur half time   I will also commute most weeks between the two cities. 

The best way to let you know when you will find me in Decatur is to publish, at the 
end of my column, the days I will be available in the office each month.  I will also be avail-

able on the phone or via email whether I am here or there.  Most importantly, if you’d like to 
set up an appointment or want to be sure to find me in the office, please feel free to contact 

me. 

Later this month I will share with you, at our worship service together on September 
19th, what it means to me to be a Unitarian Universalist, how I understand our liberal tradi-

tion, and why I believe so strongly that ours is a faith of this time. 

When I consider the beginning of our time together I am reminded of another well-

known Escher drawing.  It is of a hand drawing a hand in a continuing and endless loop like 
our lives, which flow, from one transition to the next to the next.  May this transition be as 

seamless as Escher’s drawings. May we begin this year with evidence of continuing to build a 

community of hope and peace together. 

Blessed Be. 

Rev. Linda Berez 

Consulting Minister 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings, UUFD Members and Friends,  

 

Welcome autumn! Welcome Linda! Welcome students! Welcome September! With the first month of 

Autumn here, we welcome a change of seasons and a change at the UUFD. Reverend Linda Berez, our 

new minister, begins this month. With this new start for the UUFD, we're sure to see some exciting 

and invigorating changes. 

 

What might we be looking forward to? I can't claim to know what Reverend Berez will do, and I cannot 

claim to know her plans. That will be for her to detail, but I can relate some of the items she has men-

tioned to me in our conversations. Reverend Berez suggested she would like to participate in several 

of our activities beyond the normal Sunday services. Maybe she can join us for the Humanism meeting 

at the start of the month? Perhaps she's eager to learn about or discuss Eckhart Tolle? Maybe she can 

share with us some of her spiritual journey in the Spiritual Journey Covenant Group? 

 

What else could we welcome to the UUFD for September? For the fall, Reverand Martin Woulfe of the 

Abraham Lincoln Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Springfield is presenting one of the UUA pro-

grams for high school youth. Our Whole Lives (OWL) training 

(http://www.uua.org/religiouseducation/curricula/ourwhole/) is a program published by the UUA and 

available for UU teens in Springfield. It could be open for UU teens in Decatur... if we had any! But 

maybe you know some youngsters that might be unoccupied on a Sunday morning? Maybe give those 

sleepy teens a call and see if the youngster could spare an hour or two on Sunday morning to visit the 

exciting Sunday service at the UUFD! 

 

What other welcoming activities could we expect for September? At our board meeting, we were try-

ing to figure out some gift to offer Reverend Berez as a welcome to the Decatur community. Since she 

already has a furnished apartment, she won't need much there. What about gift certificates to local 

restaurants? That was a good idea, but who wants to go out to a restaurant and eat all alone? Maybe 

a better way to present Decatur dining is to accompany Reverend Berez to your favorite restaurant? 

 

But when can we do this? When will Reverend Berez be around? What does she like? Does she have a 

favorite type of food? Where did she enjoy dining in Bloomington-Normal? Has she been to Little Italy 

in St. Louis? How about some of those riverboat restaurants? Gosh, how could we learn all these many 

and varied tidbits? All of this makes great dinner conversation! Take Reverend Berez out to dinner and 

pose some of these questions to her. That way, you'll know where she'd really like to go next time you 

have a chance to dine with her. 

 

Next, I'll digress a bit from my usual monthly narrative and relate a personal aspiration of mine. I love 

teaching. It's such a fantastic moment to watch a someone understand. To recognize that flash of cog-

nition is a wonderful and fulfilling experience. But how does this happen? It usually happens with time 

spent doing homework, studying, and learning the material. So what kind of assignment am I propos-

ing for all of you? I'm suggesting your assignment is getting to know Reverend Berez! What's your 

homework? Treating Reverend Berez to dinner. Find out when she'll be in town. Make arrangements 

with her to meet somewhere. Or maybe offer to pick her up? Whatever you decide, I hope everyone 

enjoys the time and starts to develop relationships—both personally and as groups. 

 

In conclusion, I hope everyone can spend some personal time with Linda, be it for lunch, dinner, or 

just during office hours. I'm eager to know more about her, and I'm sure all of you are as well. She's 

also curious about us, I'm certain. Share and enjoy company at the UUFD, all! 

 

Let's make it happen! 

Tim Rooney 
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In September 2010, the Decatur Area Arts Council will display photographs by George Nich-

ols at the Anne Lloyd Gallery in the Madden Arts center at 125 North Water Street in down-
town Decatur.  

 This retrospective show will include both black and white and color photographs taken over 
the last forty years and is titled "Photography of George Nichols: Then and Now."  The 
opening reception will be Friday, September 3, 2010 from 5:00 to 7:30 PM. The exhibit 

dates are September 3 - 28, 2010 and Gallery hours are Mon. - Fri. 9 AM - 4 PM, and Sat. 
10 AM - 2 PM.  

BOARD MEETING SEPTEMBER 12th 

Recycling update 

 For those of you living outside the City of Decatur and do not have the easy option to 

recycle, you may welcome this good news.  CPR Enterprises, 4135 Turpin Road is now open 
and welcoming your glass.  Their bins are for clear, green and brown glass and for alumi-

num cans.  Other recyclables may be taken to the county bins in Elwin, Long Creek or Maroa 
for drop off.  There is also a container for glass recycling at these sites.  Sorting is simple!  
The paper bin –besides newspaper, will take junk mail, magazines, phone books, office pa-

per and shredded paper.  The can bin will take aluminum, tin, and plastic.  No styrofoam or 
plastic bags as they will jam the machine.  Batteries may be taken to the township garages, 

the Maroa Lumber Company or Kenney’s Ace Hardware on 121 in Mt. Zion.  Kenney’s will 
also take your dead spiral low energy light bulbs which contain mercury.  Do not throw 
these in the trash!  Cardboard recycling is coming, but for now, you may take it to Midwest 

Fiber Recycling, 1902 N. Water St. (formerly Decatur Recycle Paper)  I will add that, thanks 
to CPR Enterprises and efforts by the folks at Macon County Waste and Recycling, glass re-

cycling is now a local business. 

 On another note, the City of Decatur, under the leadership of Vasudha Pinnamaraju, 
is holding a Public Meeting Thursday, Sept 19th in the Madden Auditorium in the DPL, 5:30 – 

700 PM on the Sustainable Decatur plan.  A streamlined recycling plan is on the agenda. 

GREEN SANCTUARY COMMITTEE 

If you need documents notarized contact Notary Public, Victoria Veech 217-791-9577.   

Dove Domestic Violence Education & Training; 

Would you like to work with victims of domestic violence and their children? Would you just 
like to learn more about the dynamics of domestic violence? Our next domestic violence edu-

cation presentation Series starts on September 13. Cost is only $25.00. 
We need volunteer support in all counties served.  Can we count on you? 
To register, you begin with a phone interview which need to be completed by noon, Septem-

ber 8.  Contact Barbara Blakey, Director of Volunteers and Community Relations at 

217.428.6616  
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Saturday Produce Market - Starting June 5th 

Beginning June 5, 2010, and continuing through October 16, the Richland Student 
Farms will hos a Fresh Produce Market each Saturday from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. in 

the Shilling parking lot at Richland Community College. 

BOOKS, BITES, BOTANICALS coming Saturday, Oct. 2! 
UUFD's major fundraiser is just around the corner - yikes!  Gather up your books and in-
vite neighbors, friends and family to collect up books they are willing to part with. We 

have some room for storage, but if you can hold books until the last of September, that 
would be a help. Plants should be started and groomed so they look good for our many 

customers. Some baked goods can be frozen in advance. Bring plants and unused flower 
pots to the fellowship if you need to get them off your hands now. Call Vern Thistlethwaite 

if you need anything to be picked up (429-5923, vthistle@comcast.net). 

Mark your calendar so that you can help with the sale. We'll need workers to get the 

building ready for the sale (a wine/cheese gathering has been our tradition for the book 
sorting). The day of the sale will need workers for morning and afternoon shifts.  Cleanup 

for the Sunday service is important as well. 
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Please sign up to bring snacks on Sundays.  The sign up sheet is in the 

lobby.  We have many openings and it is greatly appreciated! 

John's Last Sermons 

A DVD is available containing John Biedler's complete "Au Revoir" program on 
June 27.  Also, the DVD contains snippets of the program on June 20, "10 Com-

mandments of Saying Goodbye" and also a selection of photos taken on those 
two Sundays.  A demo DVD will be available in the foyer for people who would 

like to preview the contents.  A copy of the DVD is available for a donation to the 
Fellowship and can be ordered by contacting Mel Weinstein at 763-0509 or 

mel.weinstein.domehome@gmail.com.  

mailto:vthistle@comcast.net
mailto:mel.weinstein.domehome@gmail.com


 

 

In a nurturing environment of openness, 

mutual respect, and friendship, the Uni-

tarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We 

share values and seek to  celebrate life 

and support one another in our inward 

and outward searches for spiritual  mean-

ing,  provide a liberal religious presence, 

and strive for compassion and justice in 

our community and our world. 

For Contact At: 

Name Tags Kathy Kline kkline923@aol.com 

Address Changes Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions Victoria Veech v_veech@yahoo.com 

Website suggestions Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

“Promoting freedom, reason, 

And tolerance in religion” 

SEPTEMBER 2010 Issue 

Fellowship mission statement: September Birthdays 

 
Kathy Kline  September 23 

 

 

    

 

 

September Office Hours: 

Wednesday 8, 15, 29 – noon- 2pm  and  Friday 
3, 10, 17 – 10am – noon 

Rev. Linda Berez 

Consulting Minister 

Cell Phone - 414-460-2922 

Email – revlindaberez@gmail.com 


