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August 1:  “Rendering Less Unto Caesar” with John Baxter.  The 

talk will be about legally reducing your real estate taxes.  A topic we 
all need and should be very interested in. 
 

August 8:  "The Crack in the Cosmic Egg" with Ron Shafer. 
What was before the Big Bang? Why is the universe the way it is 

rather than some other way? How did biological life emerge on earth? 
What is consciousness? How and why did self-reflective conscious-
ness arise? Are we humans some kind of an accident, or are we in 

some way meant to be here? What the heck is going on, and how do 
we fit in? Ron will attempt to explain why those are important ques-

tions and why the materialist answer is not satisfying. 
 
August 15:   "On Becoming an Old Geezerina" with Karen Be-

thel.  All of us are getting older, sometimes in noticeable ways.  
About the fact that we are getting older there is nothing that can be 

done.  About how we age, we can! Some thoughts on becoming an 
old geezer or geezerina.   
 

August 22 :   "Living with the Devil"  with Terry Ankrom.  The 
title and subject draw from the book of the same title by Stephen 

Batchelor.  The mythologies of the Devil and Mara are used to illus-
trate stumbling blocks in our spiritual paths. I will use examples from 

Stephen's book(s) and some personal experiences.  

August 29:  “Renewal:  Stories from America's Religious-
Environmental Movement”  Members of the UUFD Green Sanctu-
ary Committee will present a program on the interconnection of relig-

ion and environmentalism.  Using video projection, we will view sev-
eral stories from a professional documentary called Renewal.  The 

purpose of the Renewal Project is to (1) engage people of faith in or-
ganized and individual environmental action, (2) foster interfaith dia-
logue about environmental stewardship, and (3) break down barriers 

between secular environmentalists and people of faith.  After the 
viewing the stories, we will review specific steps that the UUFD has 

taken to address environmental concerns, contemplate what addi-
tional actions can be taken to "green" the Fellowship, and discuss 
how we might network with other religious organizations to further 

our goals.  

Upcoming Services 
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.   

There is religious education for children and child care for babies. 



 

 

AUGUST 2010 Calendar of Events 

All activities take place at the Fellow-

ship, unless otherwise noted.  

Visitors are always welcome! 

Tuesday, August 3 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 
 

Friday, August 6 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, August 24 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 

Wednesday, August 11 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group  

 

Friday, August 13 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, August 17 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 

 

Friday, August 20 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, August 24 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 

Wednesday,  August 25 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group 

 

Friday August 27 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 
 

 

Group discussion topics: 

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—The Eckhart Tolle 

Discussion Group meets the first and third Tuesdays 

of each month at 7 pm in the Fellowship sanctuary. 

The discussion group seeks to explore the teachings 

and spiritual philosophy of Eckhart Tolle, a contem-

porary mystic, through discussions, audio-visual 

presentations, and silent meditations.  Presently we 

are viewing and discussing a spiritual retreat with 

Tolle filmed in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2004 and 

entitled The Art of Presence.  All are welcome. 

Contact Mel Weinstein (763-0509) for additional in-

formation. 

The decREAD Group—The decREAD Group will meet 

on Tuesdays, August 10 and 24 at 7:00 p.m. at 

UUFD. All are welcome. We are reading  Lost 

Christianity by Jacob Needleman 

The Wednesday Morning Covenant Group - meets 

the first and third Wednesdays of the month, which will 

be July  7th and 21st  from 10 a.m. to noon at the Fel-

lowship. Many say they have made connections and 

friendships through the Covenant Group process un-

matched anywhere else in their lives. It's said to be 

“magical.” Please join us for discussions and sharing as 

you discover for yourself what being in a Covenant 

Group at UUFD can mean.  

 

Humanist Group—The Humanist Group is taking off 

the summer months; there are no meetings sched-

uled for June, July, or August. The regular meeting 

time and place, the first Wednesday of every month 

at the 7:00 pm at the UUFD, will resume in Sep-

tember. For more information contact Dave Sno-

eyenbos.  

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The Spiritual 

Journey Covenant Group meets the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesdays of each month at UUFD from 7:00-

8:30. For further information contact Ron Shafer at  

ronaldshafer52@yahoo.com or 865-2527. 

UUFD Mens Group- This group meets every Friday at 

Tuscany at 1:00 for lunch and Conversation. 

Women’s Summer Lunch Bunch - Lorelei Zaker 

would like to revive this; e-mail Lorelei at               

LorCZa@comcast.net  

Community Food Bank- Please bring a donation of 

nonperishable food items to be taken to our local 

food banks this Sunday.  The basket is empty! 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings Members and Friends of the UUFD, 

 

Our search is complete!!! For another year at least... The Search Committee spent several months 

seeking a new minister for the UUFD. This was an involved process, and it was made much easier with 

the experience and organization of the committee members: Mark Sorensen, Julie Pajer, Rita 

Schwakee, Ken Robertson, and Tim Rooney. 

 

The early stages of the search were not easy. This was primarily because the UUFD had not conducted 

a ministerial search for ten years. Thanks for a consistent decade of service John Biedler! Where did 

our process begin? After the search committee was created, we went to work on creating a congrega-

tional record. What's that? According to the UUA, "This record is designed to provide information 

about your congregation during the search for a settled minister." Where to begin? Well, what did we 

want? To answer that question, we created and sent a survey to friends and members of the UUFD.   

 

After a few weeks of collecting and compiling responses, we examined the congregational record. We 

answered questions like salary range offered, benefits offered, the character of the Decatur commu-

nity, profile of the minister we hoped for, and congregational history. But this was only the first page! 

 

Once our record was complete, we started the frustrating game of "Hurry up and wait!" We were for-

tunate to get one early applicant, Linda Smith. Her profile looked quite accomplished. Several months 

passed before we had another interested party. Why's that? All the "called ministers" are hired and 

then the contract ministers begin looking for opportunities. Once the date passed for all "called minis-

ters" to be hired, applicants poured in! Within one week, we had six new applicants!   

 

We individually ranked candidates and then agreed on whom to pursue. Mark Sorensen really stepped 

up and did an exceptional job further investigating those candidates. He conducted phone interviews, 

and he was able to arrange a personal interview with the candidate from Bloomington, Linda Berez. 

She made the drive to Decatur, and most of the search committee was able to attend the interview. 

Her presence and answers were all very consistent, genuine, heartfelt, and reassuring. We were 

united in our assessment, and we agreed she seemed like an outstanding candidate.   

 

Mark conducted one more telephone interview with a Chicago based minister. This candidate was 

again very qualified. The concern was that the Chicago candidate might not be eager to spend much 

time in Decatur.   

 

When we examined all available candidates and sought feedback from the committee, Linda Berez was 

the obvious choice. As a contract minister, we'd be able to review her performance in one year and 

decide what to do then. This will allow us to see if Linda is a good fit for the UUFD community. It also 

affords Linda the chance to see if she enjoys the fellowship of Decatur. 

 

Where does this take us? Linda begins as the UUFD minister, half time, starting September 01, 2010. 

Her contract is through June 30, 2011. We will evaluate our goals and progress coupled with Linda's 

plans and aspirations in December. From there, we will see if another search committee shall be cre-

ated. Or maybe Linda can stay with us for a few years? We'll have a better idea of the answers to 

these questions in January of 2011. Until then, I encourage everyone to get excited about a new face 

joining the UUFD in September. And if you have any questions or concerns, I hope to answer those at 

a congregational meeting scheduled for Sunday, August 08, 2010, at noon. Until then, here's to work-

ing for great outcomes at the UUFD with Linda Berez, our new minister! 

 

Let's make it happen! 

 

Tim Rooney 
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UUFD mourns the death of long time member Jeanne Roberson.  She will 

be missed by all of us. Fond memories of her participation, hospitality and 
service in so many of our fellowship's endeavors over the years will re-

main with us. She was one who so often added that extra touch of beauty 
and graciousness to our programs and events. Many members and friends 

have contributed to the UUFD Trust in her honor.  
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DOVE is holding an ice cream social on August 15th from 2:00 to 4:00 at 

Sharon United Methodist Church.  This will be the beginning of DOVE'S 
40th year celebration.  Come have some ice cream.  Bring your family and 

friends.  Learn more about the challenges facing DOVE and  how you can 
make a lasting difference in the lives of many in our area who are in great 

need.  

Many thanks to all who have shown kindness and concern during my re-

cent string of health challenges.  Your phone calls, cards, help, and inter-
est are much appreciated.  Isn't there an expression, "It does a body 

good"?  I might add, "my spirit, too." 
Joan Brown 
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Saturday Produce Market - Starting June 5th 

Beginning June 5, 2010, and continuing through October 16, the Richland Student 
Farms will hos a Fresh Produce Market each Saturday from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. in 

the Shilling parking lot at Richland Community College. 

BOOKS, BITES, BOTANICALS coming Saturday, Oct. 2! 

 
UUFD's major fundraiser is set for Saturday, Oct. 2. MARK YOUR CALEDAR!  Plants 

should be started early. Most of us can start a few at home.. As friends, relatives 
and neighbors discard plants or have plants they are willing to divide, please ac-

cept them. Call Vern Thistlethwaite (429-5923, vthistle@comcast.net) if you 
would like him to pick up, separate or repot. The Evans greenhouse will be avail-

able so we can maintain plants there as  well as at home. Books in good condition 
(not magazines) from similar sources should be enthusiastically collected. Call 

Vern if a pickup is needed. As time allows and garden produce (even zucchini) be-
come abundant, breads, cookies etc. can be baked and frozen for our big event. 

UU's are creative and imaginative folks. Lend a hand in any way you can to make 
this year's BBB the best ever. Please reserve Saturday, Oct 2 so that you can  
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Please sign up to bring snacks on Sundays.  The sign up sheet is in the 

lobby.  We have many openings and it is greatly appreciated! 

John's Last Sermons 

A DVD is available containing John Biedler's complete "Au Revoir" program on 
June 27.  Also, the DVD contains snippets of the program on June 20, "10 Com-

mandments of Saying Goodbye" and also a selection of photos taken on those 
two Sundays.  A demo DVD will be available in the foyer for people who would 

like to preview the contents.  A copy of the DVD is available for a donation to the 
Fellowship and can be ordered by contacting Mel Weinstein at 763-0509 or 

mel.weinstein.domehome@gmail.com.  

mailto:vthistle@comcast.net
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In a nurturing environment of openness, 

mutual respect, and friendship, the Uni-

tarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We 

share values and seek to  celebrate life 

and support one another in our inward 

and outward searches for spiritual  mean-

ing,  provide a liberal religious presence, 

and strive for compassion and justice in 

our community and our world. 

For Contact At: 

Name Tags Kathy Kline kkline923@aol.com 

Address Changes Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 

Newsletter submissions Victoria Veech v_veech@yahoo.com 

Website suggestions Tim Rooney uufdnewsletter@gmail.com 

AUGUST 2010 ISSUE 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

“Promoting freedom, reason, 

And tolerance in religion” 

August 2010 Issue 

Fellowship mission statement: August Birthdays 
Rosemary, Idleman  August 5 

Lois Worley   August 20 

Vern Thistlethwaite  August 21 

 

 

    

 

 


