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JULY 4:  NO SERVICE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
JULY 11:  Rev. Miley Palmer will review the book "Saving Para-

dise" by Rev. Rita Nakashima Brock and Rev. Rebecca 
Parker.  Rev. Palmer is currently Ministrr of Visitation at First 

Presbyterian and First United Methodist Churches here in Deca-
tur.   

 
 
 

JULY 18:   Picnic at Tim Rooney's.  Bring a dish to share and a 

folding chair.  Enjoy good food and fellowship.  
 

 

 

JULY 25 :  “Between Two Worlds: Conventional Growth or Sus-
tainability‖.  Between Two Worlds is a thought-provoking 23 

minute film which was shot in 15 diverse countries. It shows 
vivid images of a world teetering between hope and despair; 

wealth and poverty.   It  is a powerful synthesis of social, tech-
nological and environmental forces that are shaping our future.  

Kathy Sorensen is the service leader. 

Upcoming Services 
All Sunday services begin at 10:15 AM.   

There is religious education for children and child care for babies. 



 

 

JULY 2010 Calendar of Events 

All activities take place at the Fellowship, 
unless otherwise noted.  

Visitors are always welcome! 

Tuesday, July 6 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 
 

Wednesday, July 7 

10:00 a.m. — Wed Morning Covenant 

Group 

 

Friday, July 2 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, July 13 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 

Wednesday, July 14 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group  

6:00 p.m. — Women’s Book Club  

Friday, July 9 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, July 20 

7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion 

Group 

 

Wednesday, July 21 

10:00 a.m.—Wednesday Morning 

Covenant Group 

 

Friday, July 16 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 

 

Tuesday, July 27 

7:00 p.m. — decREAD Group 

 

Wednesday,  July 28 

7:00 p.m. — Spiritual Journey  

Covenant Group 

 

Friday July 23 and 30th 

1:00 p.m. — Men's Luncheon at  

Tuscany 
 

Group discussion topics: 

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—The Eckhart Tolle Discus-
sion Group meets the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at 7 pm in the Fellowship sanctuary. The discussion 
group seeks to explore the teachings and spiritual philoso-
phy of Eckhart Tolle, a contemporary mystic, through dis-
cussions, audio-visual presentations, and silent medita-
tions.  Presently we are viewing and discussing a spiritual 

retreat with Tolle filmed in Copenhagen, Denmark in 2004 
and entitled The Art of Presence.  All are welcome. Con-
tact Mel Weinstein (763-0509) for additional information. 

The decREAD Group—The decREAD Group will meet on 

Tuesdays, July 13 and 27 at 7:00 p.m. at UUFD. All are 
welcome. We are reading  Lost Christianity by Jacob 
Needleman 

The Christian Practices Covenant Group—The Christian 
Practices Covenant Group will be reading Jesus for the 
Non Religious by Episcopal Bishop John Spong. Contact 
Joan Brown if interested – guests are always welcome. 

The Wednesday Morning Covenant Group - meets the 
first and third Wednesdays of the month, which will be July  
7th and 21st  from 10 a.m. to noon at the Fellowship. Many 
say they have made connections and friendships through the 

Covenant Group process unmatched anywhere else in their 
lives. It's said to be ―magical.‖ Please join us for discussions 
and sharing as you discover for yourself what being in a 

Covenant Group at UUFD can mean.  
 

Women’s Book Club—The Women’s Book Club will meet on 
Wednesday, July 14 that 6 pm at Karen Murley’s home.  The 
book is Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay. 
 
Humanist Group—The Humanist Group is taking off the 

summer months; there are no meetings scheduled for 
June, July, or August. The regular meeting time and 
place, the first Wednesday of every month at the 7:00 
pm at the UUFD, will resume in September. For more in-
formation contact Dave Snoeyenbos.  

Spiritual Journey Covenant Group—The Spiritual Journey 
Covenant Group meets the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 
each month at UUFD from 7:00-8:30. For further infor-

mation contact Ron Shafer at  
ronaldshafer52@yahoo.com or 865-2527. 

UUFD Mens Group- This group meets every Friday at Tus-

cany at 1:00 for lunch and Conversation. 

Community Food Bank- Please bring a donation of nonper-

ishable food items to be taken to our local food banks this 
Sunday.  The basket is empty! 

Women’s Summer Lunch Bunch - Lorelei Zaker would like 

to revive this; e-mail Lorelei at LorCZa@comcast.net  
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Greetings Members and Friends of the UUFD, 

 
Welcome to July, the first full month of summer! With this establishment of the season, we 
also have some welcoming to do at the UUFD. We can celebrate this welcome, but it also 

means someone else is saying goodbye to a particular leadership role.   
 

Rita Schwakee, the chair for the UUFD Hospitality Committee, has elected to step down from 
her position. Although this might mean a less active role for her in the committees of the 
UUFD, it certainly won't restrict her access to all the events and activities offered by the 

UUFD. 
 

What sort of events and activities might this include? Rita can still be active in the Humanist 
Group, the Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group, the decREAD Group, the Christian Practices Cove-

nant Group, Women's Book Club, and the Spiritual Journey Covenant Group, to name a few! 
What other activities might Rita still be found doing? 
 

In her time as the Hospitality chair, Rita created the Caring and Sharing position. Jane 
Brooks was kind enough to take control of these responsibilities, and Jane still serves the 

UUFD in this role. Other activities for Rita and her Hospitality cohorts? Jeanne Robertson has 
been essential in the design and creation of many different centerpieces and table decora-
tions that add an air of festiveness to many of the UUFD gatherings and potlucks. Judy This-

tlethwaite is also active in helping Rita. Judy does a wonderful job coordinating and recruiting 
all the Sunday food and beverage hosts. Try to think when you last left a UUFD on a Sunday 

service and were hungry? It shouldn't happen if you are enjoying all the delicious treats 
available at the UUFD! 
 

With all these wonderful activities available to the Hospitality Committee, it's no wonder Rita 
volunteered for this position. But why did she undertake this job in the first place. Rita had 

just returned to the UUFD after some years away from the Fellowship, and she was hoping to 
add her talents to a committee. When Linda Shroyer approached Rita was the opportunity, 
Rita wasted no time and readily accepted the invitation. 

 
But how can such had work and dedication be replaced? The answer to that is easy! Victoria 

Veech has already volunteered to take over as chair for this committee. Victoria rejoined the 
UUFD, and she and Charles were immediately active. The wasted little time when serving as 
refreshment hosts for several of the Sunday services. Not long after those initial activities, 

Victoria showed interest in working on the newsletter. As my term as president closely ap-
proached, I was eager for her to take on that responsibility. 

 
Victoria quickly seized that opportunity, and the newsletter looks great! This will be her 
fourth issue of the newsletter, but it's already better than when I finished. Victoria has added 

color, removed unnecessary clutter, and added some great graphics, to name only a few of 
the improvements. Hopefully Victoria can bring the same innovations to the Hospitality Com-

mittee to further improve the warm, welcoming nature the UUFD extends. 
 
Let's make it happen! 
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 JULY 2010 ISSUE 

Saturday Produce Market - Starting June 5th 

Beginning June 5, 2010, and continuing through October 16, the Richland Student 
Farms will host a Fresh Produce Market each Saturday from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. in 

the Shilling parking lot at Richland Community College. 

BOOKS, BITES, BOTANICALS coming Saturday, Oct. 2! 

 
UUFD's major fundraiser is set for Saturday, Oct. 2. MARK YOUR CALEDAR!  Plants 

should be started early. Most of us can start a few at home.. As friends, relatives 
and neighbors discard plants or have plants they are willing to divide, please ac-

cept them. Call Vern Thistlethwaite (429-5923, vthistle@comcast.net) if you 
would like him to pick up, separate or repot. The Evans greenhouse will be avail-

able so we can maintain plants there as  well as at home. Books in good condition 
(not magazines) from similar sources should be enthusiastically collected. Call 

Vern if a pickup is needed. As time allows and garden produce (even zucchini) be-
come abundant, breads, cookies etc. can be baked and frozen for our big event. 

UU's are creative and imaginative folks. Lend a hand in any way you can to make 
this year's BBB the best ever. Please reserve Saturday, Oct 2 so that you can  

help make our really big fundraiser a huge success ! 
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Please sign up to bring snacks on Sundays.  The sign up sheet is on the 

bulletin board.  We have many openings and it is greatly appreciated! 

We lost one of our fondest members on Tuesday, June 23rd;  

Jeanne Bernice Fustier Robertson passed away at Decatur Memorial 

Hospital from a stroke the day before while at home. She is survived by another of 

our fondest, Ken Robertson, who with their extended family were able to be 
around her as she peacefully drew her last breath at 3 p.m. that Tuesday. 

Jeanne's Memorial Service was Saturday, June 26th at 1 p.m. at the UU Fellow-
ship, with music by Deonne Orvis and officiated by Rev. John Biedler.  

She was a gracious and always cheerful lady whom we all shall miss dearly. Me-

morials by be given to the UU Fellowship or the Scholarship Program of the Ameri-

can Association of University Women (AAUW).  
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In a nurturing environment of openness, 

mutual respect, and friendship, the Uni-

tarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We 

share values and seek to  celebrate life 

and support one another in our inward 

and outward searches for spiritual  mean-

ing,  provide a liberal religious presence, 

and strive for compassion and justice in 

our community and our world. 

For Contact At: 

Name Tags Kathy Kline kkline923@aol.com 

Address Changes Tim Rooney timothysrooney@hotmail.com 

Newsletter submissions Victoria Veech v_veech@yahoo.com 

Website suggestions Tim Rooney timothysrooney@hotmail.com 

JULY 2010 ISSUE 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur 

“Promoting freedom, reason, 

And tolerance in religion” 

July 2010 Issue 

Fellowship mission statement: July Birthdays 
 Linda Shroyer  July-6 

 John Hays  July-21 

 Ron Shafer   July-25 

   

 

 

 


